IzJ^: 


Engraved  erprts, 


Il'mio graph   ^pu 


&u  Ki\c  mb  $0t\i$  ofr 


jCW3 


e 


a 


IS, 


jU  Ull.     pari-   11 


Xx'lra  illustrate  irtth  £*M*rs,  ■ 
filah  0ircum*nt$  ami  rare  J&graimtgs 


b 


3 


SheAtfata'Am^riran   Augurs  Assh. 


tt*u>  ftdril 


r862]  Letter  to  McClellan  141 

Letter  to  General  G.  B.  McClellan1 

Washington,  April  9,  1862. 

My  dear  Sir:  Your  despatches,  complaining 
that  you  are  not  properly  sustained,  while  they 
do  not  offend  me,  do  pain  me  very  much. 

Blenker's  division  was  withdrawn  from  you 
before  you  left  here,  and  you  knew  the  pressure 
under  which  I  did  it,  and,  as  I  thought,  ac- 
quiesced in  it — certainly  not  without  reluctance. 

After  you  left  I  ascertained  that  less  than  20,- 
000  unorganized  men,  without  a  single  field- 
battery,  were  all  you  designed  to  be  left  for  the 
defense  of  Washington  and  Manassas  Junction, 
and  part  of  this  even  was  to  go  to  General 
Hooker's  old  position;  General  Banks's  corps, 
once  designed  for  Manassas  Junction,  was  di- 
vided and  tied  up  on  the  line  of  Winchester  and 
Strasburg,  and  could  not  leave  it  without  again 
exposing  the  upper  Potomac  and  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  Railroad.  This  presented  (or  would 
present,  when  McDowell  and  Sumner  should 
be  gone)  a  great  temptation  to  the  enemy  to  turn 

1  McClellan  had  established  a  base  of  supplies  at  Fort  Monroe. 
His  campaign  against  Richmond  was  laid,  but  he  had  delayed 
operations.  Such  procrastination  harassed  the  President  for  it 
opened  him  to  criticism.  Lincoln's  annoyance  betrayed  itself  in 
several  pointed  remarks  as :  "  It  is  called  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  but  it  is  only  McClellan's  bodyguard  "  and  "  If  McClel- 
lan is  not  using  the  Army  I  should  like  to  borrow  it  for  awhile." 
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back  from  the  Rappahannock  and  sack  Wash- 
ington. My  explicit  order  that  Washington 
should,  by  the  judgment  of  all  the  commanders 
of  corps,  be  left  entirely  secure,  had  been  neg- 
lected. It  was  precisely  this  that  drove  me  to 
detain  McDowell. 

I  do  not  forget  that  I  was  satisfied  with  your 
arrangement  to  leave  Banks  at  Manassas  Junc- 
tion; but  when  that  arrangement  was  broken  up 
and  nothing  was  substituted  for  it,  of  course  I 
was  not  satisfied.  I  was  constrained  to  substitute 
something  for  it  myself. 

And  now  allow  me  to  ask,  do  you  really  think 
I  should  permit  the  line  from  Richmond. via 
Manassas  Junction  to  this  city  to  be  entirely 
open,  except  what  resistance  could  be  presented 
by  less  than  20,000  unorganized  troops?  This 
is  a  question  which  the  country  will  not  allow 
me  to  evade. 

There  is  a  curious  mystery  about  the  number 
of  the  troops  now  with  you.  When  I  tele- 
graphed you  on  the  6th,  saying  you  had  over 
100,000  with  you,  I  had  just  obtained  from  the 
Secretary  of  War  a  statement,  taken  as  he  said 
from  your  own  returns,  making  108,000  then 
with  you  and  en  route  to  you.  You  now  say  you 
will  have  but  85,000  when  all  en  route  to  you 
shall  have  reached  you.  How  can  this  dis- 
crepancy of  23,000  be  accounted  for? 
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As  to  General  Wool's  command,  I  understand 
it  is  doing  for  you  precisely  what  a  like  number 
of  your  own  would  have  to  do  if  that  command 
was  away.  I  suppose  the  whole  force  which  has 
gone  forward  to  you  is  with  you  by  this  time; 
and  if  so,  I  think  it  is  the  precise  time  for  you  to 
strike  a  blow.  By  delay  the  enemy  will  rela- 
tively gain  upon  you — that  is,  he  will  gain  faster 
by  fortifications  and  reinforcements  than  you 
can  by  reinforcements  alone. 

And  once  more  let  me  tell  you  it  is  indis- 
pensable to  you  that  you  strike  a  blow.  I  am 
powerless  to  help  this.  You  will  do  me  the  jus- 
tice to  remember  I  always  insisted  that  going 
down  the  bay  in  search  of  a  field,  instead  of 
fighting  at  or  near  Manassas,  was  only  shifting 
and  not  surmounting  a  difficulty;  that  we  would 
find  the  same  enemy  and  the  same  or  equal  in- 
trenchments  at  either  place.  The  country  will 
not  fail  to  note — is  noting  now — that  the  present 
hesitation  to  move  upon  an  intrenched  enemy  is 
but  the  story  of  Manassas  repeated. 

I  beg  to  assure  you  that  I  have  never  written 
you  or  spoken  to  you  in  greater  kindness  of  feel- 
ing than  now,  nor  with  a  fuller  purpose  to 
sustain  you,  so  far  as  in  my  most  anxious  judg- 
ment I  consistently  can ;  but  you  must  act. 
Yours  very  truly, 

A.  Lincoln. 
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*Despatch  to  General  H.  W.  Halleck 

Executive  Mansion,  April  9,  1862. 
Major-General  Halleck,  Saint  Louis,  Mo.: 
If  the  rigor  of  the  confinement  of  Magoffin  at 
Alton  is  endangering  his  life,  or  materially  im- 
pairing his  health,  I  wish  it  mitigated  as  far  as 
it  can  be  consistently  with  his  safe  detention. 

A.  Lincoln. 

Proclamation    recommending   Thanksgiv- 
ing for  Victories,  April  10,  1862 

By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of 

America: 

A  Proclamation 

It  has  pleased  Almighty  God  to  vouchsafe 
signal  victories  to  the  land  and  naval  forces  en- 
gaged in  suppressing  an  internal  rebellion,  and 
at  the  same  time  to  avert  from  our  country  the 
dangers  of  foreign  intervention  and  invasion : 

It  is  therefore  recommended  to  the  people  of 
the  United  States  that,  at  their  next  weekly  as- 
semblages in  their  accustomed  places  of  public 
worship  which  shall  occur  after  notice  of  this 
proclamation  shall  have  been  received,  they  es- 
pecially acknowledge  and  render  thanks  to  our. 
Heavenly  Father  for  these  inestimable  blessings; 
that  they  then  and  there  implore  spiritual  con- 
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solation  in  behalf  of  all  who  have  been  brought 
into  affliction  by  the  casualties  and  calamities  of 
sedition  and  civil  war;  and  that  they  reverently 
invoke  the  divine  guidance  for  our  national 
counsels,  to  the  end  that  they  may  speedily  re- 
sult in  the  restoration  of  peace,  harmony,  and 
unity  throughout  our  borders,  and  hasten  the  es- 
tablishment of  fraternal  relations  among  all  the 
countries  of  the  earth. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my 
hand  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States  to 
be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this 

tenth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our 

[L.  S.]     Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 

sixty-two,  and  of  the  independence  of 

the  United  States  the  eighty-sixth. 

Abraham  Lincoln. 
By  the   President:     WILLIAM    H.   SEWARD, 
Secretary  of  State. 

Telegram  to  R.  Yates  and  Wm.  Butler 

Washington,  April  10,  1862. 
Hon.  R.  Yates  and  William  Butler,  Spring- 
field, Illinois:  I  fully  appreciate  General 
Pope's  splendid  achievements,  with  their  invalu- 
able results ;  but  you  must  know  that  major-gen- 
eralships in  the  regular  army  are  not  as  plenty  as 
blackberries.  A.  LINCOLN. 
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Message  to  the  House  of  Representatives, 

April  14,  1862 

To  the  House  of  Representatives:  In  com- 
pliance with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  3d  ultimo,  requesting  in- 
formation in  regard  to  the  present  condition  of 
Mexico,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  State,  and  the  documents  by  which  it  was 
accompanied.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Message  to  Congress,  April  16,  1862 

Fellow-citizens  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives:  The  act  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  release  of  certain  persons  held  to  service  or 
labor  in  the  District  of  Columbia"  has  this  day 
been  approved  and  signed. 

I  have  never  doubted  the  constitutional  au- 
thority of  Congress  to  abolish  slavery  in  this 
District;  and  I  have  ever  desired  to  see  the  na- 
tional capital  freed  from  the  institution  in  some 
satisfactory  way.  Hence  there  has  never  been 
in  my  mind  any  question  upon  the  subject  except 
the  one  of  expediency,  arising  in  view  of  all  the 
circumstances.  If  there  be  matters  within  and 
about  this  act  which  might  have  taken  a  course 
or  shape  more  satisfactory  to  my  judgment,  I 
do  not  attempt  to  specify  them.  I  am  gratified 
that   the  two  principles  of  compensation    and 
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colonization  are  both  recognized  and  practically 
applied  in  the  act. 

In  the  matter  of  compensation,  it  is  provided 
that  claims  may  be  presented  within  ninety  days 
from  the  passage  of  the  act,  "but  not  thereafter" ; 
and  there  is  no  saving  for  minors,  femmes  covert, 
insane  or  absent  persons.  I  presume  this  is  an 
omission  by  mere  oversight,  and  I  recommend 
that  it  be  supplied  by  an  amendatory  or  supple- 
mental act.  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Message  to  Congress,  April  18,  1862 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 
I  transmit  to  Congress  a  copy  of  a  correspond- 
ence between  the  Secretary  of  State  and  Benja- 
min E.  Brewster,  of  Philadelphia,  relative  to  the 
arrest  in  that  city  of  Simon  Cameron,  late  Secre- 
tary of  War,  at  the  suit  of  Pierce  Butler,  for 
trespass  vi  et  armis,  assault  and  battery,  and 
false  imprisonment.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Telegram  to  General  G.  B.  McClellan 

Washington,  April  21,  1862. 
Major-General  McClellan:  Your  despatch 
of  the  19th  was  received  that  day.  Fredericks- 
burg is  evacuated  and  the  bridges  destroyed  by 
the  enemy,  and  a  small  part  of  McDowell's  com- 
mand occupies  this  side  of  the  Rappahannock, 
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opposite  the  town.     He  purposes  moving  his 
whole  force  to  that  point. 

A.  Lincoln. 

Unsigned  Draft  of  Letter  to  James  G. 

Berrett 

Executive  Mansion,  April  22,  1862. 
My  dear  Sir:  With  some  reluctance  and  in 
accordance  with  the  request  made  in  your  letter 
of  the  17th,  I  have  withdrawn  the  nomination 
of  yourself  to  the  Senate  to  be  one  of  the  com- 
missioners under  the  act  of  Congress  abolishing 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  In  so  far 
as  your  letter  assumes  that  the  tendering  you  the 
office  without  your  solicitation  or  knowledge 
attests  my  confidence  in  your  loyalty  to  the 
United  States,  now  and  heretofore,  you  are  en- 
tirely right.  So  far,  however,  as  it  assumes  that, 
in  my  judgment,  your  imprisonment  mentioned 
was  wholly  undeserved,  an  explanatory  word 
from  me  is  due.  I  think  you  made  a  mistake 
which  justified  men  having  less  evidence  to  the 
contrary  than  I  have  to  suspect  your  loyalty,  and 
to  act  accordingly.  The  arrest,  though  made  by 
my  general  authority,  was  in  fact  made  without 
my  knowledge  at  the  time;  but  being  done,  the 
question  of  undoing  it  was  a  little  different  from 
that  of  the  original  making,  and  required  a 
little  time  to  solve  it  satisfactorily. 
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Telegram  to  General  H.  W.  Halleck 

War  Department,  April  23,  1862. 
Major-General  Halleck,  Pittsburg  Landing: 
The  President  desires  to  know  why  you  have 
made  no  official  report  to  this  department  re- 
specting the  late  battle  at  Pittsburg  Landing, 
and  whether  any  neglect  or  misconduct  of  Gen- 
eral Grant  or  any  other  officer  contributed  to  the 
sad  casualties  that  befell  our  forces  on  Sunday. 
Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 

Message  to  the  Senate,  April  24,  1862 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States:  In 
obedience  to  your  resolution  of  the  17th  instant, 
I  herewith  communicate  the  testimony  and 
judgment  of  the  recent  naval  court  of  inquiry  in 
the  case  of  Lieutenant  Charles  E.  Fleming,  of 
the  United  States  navy;  also  the  testimony  and 
finding  of  the  naval  retiring  board  in  the  case 
of  said  Lieutenant  Fleming. 

I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  judgment 
and  finding  aforesaid  have  not  been  approved  by 

me.  Abraham  Lincoln. 

*Letter  to  the  Postmaster-General 

Executive  Mansion,   April  24,  1862. 
My    dear  Sir:     The    Member   of    Congress 
from  the  District  including  Tiffin,  O.,  calls  on 
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me  about  the  Post-master  at  that  place.  I  be- 
lieve I  turned  over  a  despatch  to  you  from  some 
persons  there,  asking  a  suspension,  so  as  for  them 
to  be  heard,  or  something  of  the  sort.  If  noth- 
ing, or  nothing  amounting  to  anything,  has  been 
done,  I  think  the  suspension  might  now  be  sus- 
pended, and  the  commission  go  forward. 

Yours  truly,  A.  LINCOLN. 

Message  to  the  House  of  Representatives, 

April  26,  1862 

To  the  House  of  Representatives:  In  com- 
pliance with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  24th  of  February  last, 
requesting  information  in  regard  to  insurgent 
privateers  in  foreign  ports,  I  transmit  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  documents 
by  which  it  was  accompanied. 

Abraham  Lincoln. 

Telegram  to  Governor  Johnson 

War  Department,  April  27,  1862. 
Governor  Andrew  Johnson,  Nashville,  Ten- 
nessee: Your  despatch  of  yesterday  just  re- 
ceived, as  also,  in  due  course,  was  your  former 
one.  The  former  one  was  sent  to  General  Hal- 
leck,  and  we  have  his  answer,  by  which  I  have 
no  doubt  he  (General  Halleck)  is  in  communi- 
cation with  you  before  this.     General  Halleck 
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understands  better  than  we  can  here,  and  he 
must  be  allowed  to  control  in  that  quarter.  If 
you  are  not  in  communication  with  Halleck, 
telegraph  him  at  once,  freely  and  frankly.  « 

A.  Lincoln. 

*Telegram  to  General  McClellan 

Executive  Mansion,  April  29,  1862. 
Major-General   McClellan:     Would    it    de- 
range or  embarrass  your  operations  if  I  were  to 
appoint  Captain  Charles  Griffin,  a  brigadier- 
general  of  volunteers?     Please  answer. 

A.  Lincoln. 

Message  to  the  Senate,  May  i,  1862 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States:  In 
answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  [of  April 
22]  in  relation  to  Brigadier-General  Stone,  I 
have  the  honor  to  state  that  he  was  arrested  and 
imprisoned  under  my  general  authority,  and 
upon  evidence  which,  whether  he  be  guilty  or 
innocent,  required,  as  appears  to  me,  such  pro- 
ceedings to  be  had  against  him  for  the  public 
safety.  I  deem  it  incompatible  with  the  public 
interest,  as  also,  perhaps,  unjust  to  General 
Stone,  to  make  a  more  particular  statement  of 
the  evidence. 

He  had  not  been  tried  because,  in  the  state  of 
military  operations  at  the  time  of  his  arrest  and 
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since,  the  officers  to  constitute  a  court-martial 
and  for  witnesses  could  not  be  withdrawn  from 
duty  without  serious  injury  to  the  service.  He 
will  be  allowed  a  trial  without  any  unnecessary 
delay;  the  charges  and  specifications  will  be 
furnished  him  in  due  season,  and  every  facility 
for  his  defense  will  be  afforded  him  by  the  War 
Department.  ABRAHAM  Lincoln. 

Message  to  the  Senate,  May  i,  1862 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States:  In  ac- 
cordance with  the  suggestion  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  contained  in  the  accompanying 
letter,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  inclosed 
petition  and  report  thereon  of  the  Third  Auditor 
for  the  consideration  of  Congress. 

Abraham  Lincoln. 

Telegram  to  General  G.  B.  McClellan1 

Executive  Mansion,   May  i,  1862. 
Major-General  McClellan: 

Your  call  for  Parrott  guns  from  Washington 
alarms  me,  chiefly  because  it  argues  indefinite 
procrastination.    Is  anything  to  be  done? 

A.  Lincoln. 

1  It  had  taken  McClellan  a  month  to  set  up  siege  guns  before 
Yorktown  though  his  force  outnumbered  that  of  the  enemy  four 
to  one, 
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Telegram  to  General  H.  W.  Halleck 

War  Department,  May  I,  1862. 
Major-General  Halleck,  Pittsburg  Landing, 

Tennessee:  I  am  pressed  by  the  Missouri  mem- 
bers of  Congress  to  give  General  Schofield  inde- 
pendent command  in  Missouri.  They  insist  that 
for  want  of  this  their  local  troubles  gradually 
grow  worse.  I  have  forborne,  so  far,  for  fear  of 
interfering  with  and  embarrassing  your  opera- 
tions. Please  answer,  telling  me  whether  any- 
thing, and  what,  I  can  do  for  them  without  in- 
juriously interfering  with  you. 

A.  Lincoln. 
Telegram  to  General  J.  E.  Wool 

War  Department,  May  4,  1862. 
Major-General     Wool,     Fortress     Monroe: 
The   President  desires  to  know  whether  your 
force  is  in  condition  for  a  sudden  movement,  if 
one  should  be  ordered  under  your  command. 
Please  have  it  in  readiness. 

Edwin  M.  Stanton. 

Response  to  Evangelical  Lutherans  [May 

6?],  1862 

Gentlemen:  I  welcome  here  the  representa- 
tives of  the  Evangelical  Lutherans  of  the  United 
3tates.    I  accept  with  gratitude  their  assurances 
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of  the  sympathy  and  support  of  that  enlight- 
ened, influential,  and  loyal  class  of  my  fellow- 
citizens  in  an  important  crisis  which  involves, 
in  my  judgment,  not  only  the  civil  and  religious 
liberties  of  our  own  dear  land,  but  in  a  large 
degree  the  civil  and  religious  liberties  of  man- 
kind in  many  countries  and  through  many  ages. 
You  well  know,  gentlemen,  and  the  world 
knows,  how  reluctantly  I  accepted  this  issue  of 
battle  forced  upon  me  on  my  advent  to  this 
place  by  the  internal  enemies  of  our  country. 
You  all  know,  the  world  knows,  the  forces  and 
the  resources  the  public  agents  have  brought 
into  employment  to  sustain  a  government 
against  which  there  has  been  brought  not  one 
complaint  of  real  injury  committed  against  so- 
ciety at  home  or  abroad.  You  all  may  recollect 
that  in  taking  up  the  sword  thus  forced  into 
our  hands,  this  government  appealed  to  the 
prayers  of  the  pious  and  the  good,  and  declared 
that  it  placed  its  whole  dependence  upon  the 
favor  of  God.  I  now  humbly  and  reverently, 
in  your  presence,  reiterate  the  acknowledgment 
of  that  dependence,  not  doubting  that,  if  it  shall 
please  the  Divine  Being  who  determines  the 
destinies  of  nations,  this  shall  remain  a  united 
people,  and  that  they  will,  humbly  seeking  the 
Divine  guidance,  make  their  prolonged  na- 
tional existence  a  source  of  new  benefits  to  them- 
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selves  and  their  successors,  and  to  all  classes  and 
conditions  of  mankind. 

Telegram  to  Flag-Officer  L.  M.  Golds- 
borough 

Fort  Monroe,  Virginia,  May  7,  1862. 

Sir:  Major-General  McClellan  telegraphs 
that  he  has  ascertained  by  a  reconnaissance  that 
the  battery  at  Jamestown  has  been  abandoned, 
and  he  again  requests  that  gunboats  may  be 
sent  up  the  James  River. 

If  you  have  tolerable  confidence  that  you  can 
successfully  contend  with  the  Merrimac  with- 
out the  help  of  the  Galena  and  two  accompany- 
ing gunboats,  send  the  Galena  and  two  gun- 
boats up  the  James  River  at  once.  Please  re- 
port your  action  on  this  to  me  at  once.  I  shall 
be  found  either  at  General  Wool's  headquarters 
or  on  board  the  Miami. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Lincoln. 
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Letter  to  General  G.  B.  McClellam 

Fort  Monroe,  Virginia,  May  9,  1862. 

MY  DEAR  SIR:  I  have  just  assisted 
the  Secretary  of  War  in  framing  part 
of  a  despatch  to  you  relating  to  army 
corps,  which  despatch  of  course  will  have 
reached  you  before  this  will. 

I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  to  you  privately 
on  this  subject.  I  ordered  the  army  corps  or- 
ganization not  only  on  the  unanimous  opinion 
of  the  twelve  generals  whom  you  had  selected 
and  assigned  as  generals  of  divsion,  but  also  on 
the  unanimous  opinion  of  every  military  man  I 
could  get  an  opinion  from  (and  every  modern 
military  book),  yourself  only  excepted.  Of 
course  I  did  not  on  my  own  judgment  pretend 
to  understand  the  subject.  I  now  think  it  indis- 
pensable for  you  to  know  how  your  struggle 
against  it  is  received  in  quarters  which  we  can- 
not entirely  disregard.  It  is  looked  upon  as 
merely  an  effort  to  pamper  one  or  two  pets  and 
to  persecute  and  degrade  their  supposed  rivals. 
I  have  had  no  word  from  Sumner,  Heintzel- 
man,  or  Keyes.    The  commanders  of  these  corps 
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are  of  course  the  three  highest  officers  with  you, 
but  I  am  constantly  told  that  you  have  no  con- 
sultation or  communication  with  them  ;  that  you 
consult  and  communicate  with  nobody  but  Gen- 
eral Fitz-John  Porter  and  perhaps  General 
Franklin.  I  do  not  say  these  complaints  are 
true  or  just,  but  at  all  events  it  is  proper  you 
should  know  of  their  existence.  Do  the  com- 
manders of  corps  disobey  your  orders  in  any- 
thing? 

When  you  relieved  General  Hamilton  of  his 
command  the  other  day,  you  thereby  lost  the 
confidence  of  at  least  one  of  your  best  friends 
in  the  Senate.  And  here  let  me  say,  not  as  ap- 
plicable to  you  personally,  that  senators  and 
representatives  speak  of  me  in  their  places  as 
they  please  without  question,  and  that  officers  of 
the  army  must  cease  addressing  insulting  letters 
to  them  for  taking  no  greater  liberty  with  them. 

But  to  return.  Are  you  strong  enough — are 
you  strong  enough,  even  with  my  help — to  set 
your  foot  upon  the  necks  of  Sumner,  Heintzel- 
man,  and  Keyes  all  at  once?  This  is  a  practical 
and  very  serious  question  for  you. 

The  success  of  your  army  and  the  cause  of 
the  country  are  the  same,  and  of  course  I  only 
desire  the  good  of  the  cause. 

Yours  truly, 

A.  Lincoln. 
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Letter  to  Flag-officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough 

Fort  Monroe,  Virginia,  May  10,  1862. 
My  dear  Sir:  I  send  you  this  copy  of  your 
report  of  yesterday  for  the  purpose  of  saying 
to  you  in  writing  that  you  are  quite  right  in 
supposing  the  movement  made  by  you  and 
therein  reported  was  made  in  accordance  with 
my  wishes  verbally  expressed  to  you  in  advance. 
I  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  thank  you  for 
your  courtesy  and  all  your  conduct,  so  far  as 
known  to  me,  during  my  brief  visit  here. 

Yours  very  truly,       A.  LINCOLN. 

Proclamation  raising  the  Blockade  of 

Certain  Ports,  May  12,  1862 

By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of 

America: 

A  Proclamation. 
Whereas,  by  my  proclamation  of  the  19th  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty- 
one,  it  was  declared  that  the  ports  of  certain 
States,  including  those  of  Beaufort,  in  the  State 
of  North  Carolina,  Port  Royal,  in  the  State  of 
South  Carolina,  and  New  Orleans,  in  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  were,  for  reasons  therein  set  forth, 
intended  to  be  placed  under  blockade;  and 
whereas  the  said  ports  of  Beaufort,  Port  Royal, 
and  New  Orleans  have  since  been  blockaded; 
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but  as  the  blockade  of  the  same  ports  may  now 
be  safely  relaxed  with  advantage  to  the  inter- 
ests of  commerce: 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known  that  I,  Abraham 
Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States,  pur- 
suant to  the  authority  in  me  vested  by  the  fifth 
section  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  on  the 
13th  of  July  last,  entitled  "An  act  further  to 
provide  for  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports, 
and  for  other  purpose,"  do  hereby  declare  that 
the  blockade  of  said  ports  of  Beaufort,  Port 
Royal,  and  New  Orleans  shall  so  far  cease  and 
determine,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  June 
next,  that  commercial  intercourse  with  those 
ports,  except  as  to  persons,  things,  and  informa- 
tion contraband  of  war,  may  from  that  time  be 
carried  on,  subject  to  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  the  limitations  and  in  pursuance 
of  the  regulations  which  are  prescribed  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  his  order  of  this 
date,  which  is  appended  to  this  proclamation. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my 
hand  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States 
to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this    12th 

day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 

[L.  S.]  sand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-two,  and  of 

the  independence  of  the  United  States  the 

eighty-sixth.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
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Message  to  Congress,  May  14,  1862 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 
The  third  section  of  the  "Act  further  to  pro- 
vide the  efficiency  of  the  navy,"  approved  21st 
of  December,  1861,  provides: 

That  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  shall  have 
the  authority  to  detail  from  the  retired  list  of  the 
navy  for  the  command  of  squadrons  and  single  ships 
such  officers  as  he  may  believe  that  the  good  of  the 
service  requires  to  be  thus  placed  in  command;  and 
such  officers  may,  if  upon  the  recommendation  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  they  shall  receive  a 
vote  of  thanks  of  Congress  for  their  services  and  gal- 
lantry in  action  against  an  enemy,  be  restored  to  the 
active  list,  and  not  otherwise. 

In  conformity  with  this  law,  Captain  David 
G.  Farragut  was  nominated  to  the  Senate  for 
continuance  as  flag-officer  in  command  of  the 
squadron  which  recently  rendered  such  impor- 
tant service  to  the  Union  by  his  successful  op- 
erations on  the  lower  Mississippi  and  capture 
of  New  Orleans. 

Believing  that  no  occasion  could  arise  which 
would  more  fully  correspond  with  the  intention 
of  the  law,  or  be  more  pregnant  with  happy 
influence  as  an  example,  I  cordially  recommend 
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that  Captain  D.  G.  Farragut  receive  a  vote  of 
thanks  of  Congress  for  his  services  and  gal- 
lantry displayed  in  the  capture,  since  the  21st 
of  December,  1861,  of  Forts  Jackson  and  St. 
Philip,  city  of  New  Orleans,  and  the  destruc- 
tion of  various  rebel  gunboats,  rams,  etc. 

Abraham  Lincoln. 

Message  to  Congress,  May  14,  1862 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives : 
I  submit  herewith  a  list  of  naval  officers  who 
commanded  vessels  engaged  in  the  recent  bril- 
liant operations  of  the  squadron  commanded 
by  Flag-officer  Farragut,  which  led  to  the  cap- 
ture of  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip,  city  of 
New  Orleans,  and  the  destruction  of  rebel  gun- 
boats, rams,  etc.,  in  April,  1862.  For  their 
services  and  gallantry  on  those  occasions  I  cor- 
dially recommend  that  they  should,  by  name, 
receive  a  vote  of  thanks  of  Congress : 

LIST. 

Captain  Theodorus  Bailey. 
Captain  Henry  W.  Morris. 
Captain  Thomas  T.  Craven. 
Commander  Henry  H.  Bell. 
Commander  Samuel  Phillips  Lee. 
Commander  Samuel  Swartwout. 
Commander  Melancton  Smith. 
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Commander  Charles  Stewart  Boggs. 

Commander  John  De  Camp. 

Commander  James  Alden. 

Commander  David  D.  Porter. 

Commander  Richard  Wainwright. 

Commander  William  B.  Renshaw. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Abram  D.  Harrell. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Edward  Donaldson. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  George  H.  Preble. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Edward  T.  Nichols. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Jonathan  M.  Wain- 
wright. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  John  Guest. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Charles  H.  B.  Cald- 
well. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Napoleon  B.  Harri- 
son. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Albert  N.  Smith. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Pierce  Crosby. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  George  M.  Ransom. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Watson  Smith. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  John  H.  Russell. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Walter  W.  Queen. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  K.  Randolph  Breese. 

Acting  Lieutenant  Commanding  Salem  E. 
Woolworth. 

Acting  Lieutenant  Commanding  Charles  H. 
Baldwin. 

Abraham  Lincoln. 
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Telegram  to  General  G.  B.  McClellan 

Washington  City,  May  15,  1862. 
Major-General  McClellan,   Cumberland,  Va.: 

Your  long  despatch  of  yesterday  is  just  re- 
ceived. I  will  answer  more  fully  soon.  Will 
say  now  that  all  your  despatches  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  have  been  promptly  shown  to  me. 
Have  done  and  shall  do  all  I  could  and  can  to 
sustain  you.  Hoped  that  the  opening  of  James 
River  and  putting  Wool  and  Burnside  in  com- 
munication, with  an  open  road  to  Richmond, 
or  to  you,  had  effected  something  in  that  direc- 
tion. I  am  still  unwilling  to  take  all  our  force 
off  the  direct  line  between  Richmond  and  here. 

A.  Lincoln. 

Reply  of  the  President  to  Resolutions  of 
the  East  Baltimore  Methodist  Confer- 
ence [May  15?],  1862. 

Revs.  I.  A.  Gere,  A.  A.  Reese,  D.  D.,  G.  D. 
Chenoweth. 

Gentlemen:  Allow  me  to  tender  to  you,  and 
through  you  to  the  East  Baltimore  Conference 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  my  grate- 
ful thanks  for  the  preamble  and  resolutions  of 
that  body,  copies  of  which  you  did  me  the 
honor  to  present  yesterday.  These  kind  words 
of  approval,  coming  from  so  numerous  a  body 
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of  intelligent  Christian  people,  and  so  free 
from  all  suspicion  of  sinister  motives,  are  indeed 
encouraging  to  me.  By  the  help  of  an  all-wise 
Providence,  I  shall  endeavor  to  do  my  duty, 
and  I  shall  expect  the  continuance  of  your 
prayers  for  a  right  solution  of  our  national  dif- 
ficulties and  the  restoration  of  our  country  to 
peace  and  prosperity. 

Yours  obliged  and  humble  servant, 

A.  Lincoln. 

*Speech  to  the   12TH   Indiana   Regiment 

From,  the  New  York  "Evening  Post,"  May  IJy, 

1862. 

Soldiers  of  the  Twelfth  Indiana  Regiment: 
It  has  not  been  customary  heretofore,  nor  will  it 
be  hereafter,  for  me  to  say  something  to  every 
regiment  passing  in  review.  It  occurs  too  fre- 
quently for  me  to  have  speeches  ready  on  all 
occasions.  As  you  have  paid  such  a  mark  of 
respect  to  the  Chief  Magistrate,  it  appears  that 
I  should  say  a  word  or  two  in  reply. 

Your  Colonel  has  thought  fit,  on  his  own  ac- 
count and  in  your  name,  to  say  that  you  are 
satisfied  with  the  manner  in  which  I  have  per- 
formed my  part  in  the  difficuties  which  have 
surrounded  the  nation.  For  your  kind  ex- 
pressions I  am  extremely  grateful,  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  I  assure  you  that  the  nation  is  more 
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indebted  to  you,  and  such  as  ydu,  than  to  me. 
It  is  upon  the  brave  hearts  and  strong  arms  of 
the  people  of  the  country  that  our  reliance  has 
been  placed  in  support  of  free  government  and 
free  institutions. 

For  the  part  which  you  and  the  brave  army 
of  which  you  are  a  part  have,  under  Provi- 
dence, performed  in  this  great  struggle,  I  ten- 
der more  thanks — greatest  thanks  that  can  be 
possibly  due — and  especially  to  this  regiment, 
which  has  been  the  subject  of  good  report. 
The  thanks  of  the  nation  will  follow  you,  and 
may  God's  blessing  rest  upon  you  now  and  for- 
ever. I  hope  that  upon  your  return  to  your 
homes  you  will  find  your  friends  and  loved 
ones  well  and  happy.     I  bid  you  farewell. 

Telegram  from  Secretary  Stanton  to  Gen- 
eral J.  C.  Fremont 

Washington,  May  16,  1862. 
Major-General  Fremont,  Franklin:  The 
President  desires  to  know  whether  you  design 
to  move  on  to  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee 
Railroad  and  break  it  between  Newbern  and 
Salem,  according  to  the  plan  you  proposed  and 
he  approved;  and  also  whether,  having  reached 
and  broken  that  road,  you  cannot  move  forward 
rapidly  upon  Richmond  by  that  route;  and  by 
what  time  you  can  reach  the  railroad,  and  how 
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long  it  will  take  you  from  there  to  reach  Rich- 
mond.    Please  answer  immediately. 

Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 

Telegram  to  General  I.  McDowell 

Washington,  May  i6,  1862. 
Major-General  McDowell: 

What  is  the  strength  of  your  force  now  actual- 
ly with  you? 

A.  Lincoln. 

Memorandum,  in  the  Handwriting  of  Pres- 
ident Lincoln,  of  his  Proposed  Additions 
to  Instructions  of  above  date  to  General 
McDowell,  and  General  Meigs's  Indorse- 
ment thereon,  May  17,  1862 

You  will  retain  the  separate  command  of  the 
forces  taken  with  you;  but  while  cooperating 
with  General  McClellan  you  will  obey  his 
orders,  except  that  you  are  to  judge,  and  are 
not  to  allow  your  force  to  be  disposed  otherwise 
than  so  as  to  give  the  greatest  protection  to  this 
capital  which  may  be  possible  from  that  dis- 
tance. 

[Indorsement.] 

To  the  Secretary  of  War. 

The  President  having  shown  this  to  me,  I  sug- 
gested that  it  is  dangerous  to  direct  a  subordinate  not 
to  obey  the  orders  of  his  superior  in  any  case,  and 
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that  to  give  instructions  to  General  McClellan  to  this 
same  end  and  furnish  General  McDowell  with  a  copy 
thereof  would  effect  the  object  desired  by  the  Presi- 
dent. He  desired  me  to  say  that  the  sketch  of  in- 
structions to  General  McClellan  herewith  he  thought 
made  this  addition  unnecessary. 

Respectfully, 

M.  C.  M. 

Indorsement  relating  to  General  David 
Hunter's  Order  of  Military  Emancipa- 
tion, May  17,  1862 

No  commanding  general  shall  do  such  a  thing 
upon  my  responsibility  without  consulting  me. 

A.  Lincoln. 
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Letter  from  Secretary  Stanton  to  General 

McClellan 

Washington,  May  18,  1862.     2  p.  m. 

GENERAL :  Your  despatch  to  the  Presi- 
dent, asking  reinforcements,  has  been 
received  and  carefully  considered. 

The  President  is  not  willing  to  uncover  the 
capital  entirely;  and  it  is  believed  that  even  if 
this  were  prudent,  it  would  require  more  time 
to  effect  a  junction  between  your  army  and  that 
of  the  Rappahannock  by  the  way  of  the  Potomac 
and  York  rivers  than  by  a  land  march.  In 
order,  therefore,  to  increase  the  strength  of  the 
attack  upon  Richmond  at  the  earliest  moment, 
General  McDowell  has  been  ordered  to  march 
upon  that  city  by  the  shortest  route.  He  is  or- 
dered, keeping  himself  always  in  position  to 
save  the  capital  from  all  possible  attack,  so  to 
operate  as  to  put  his  left  wing  in  communcation 
with  your  right  wing,  and  you  are  instructed 
to  cooperate  so  as  to  establish  this  communica- 
tion as  soon  as  possible  by  extending  your  right 
wing  to  the  north  of  Richmond. 

It  is  believed  that  this  communication  can  be 
safely  established  either  north  or  south  of  the 
Pamunkey  River. 
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In  any  event,  you  will  be  able  to  prevent  the 
main  body  of  the  enemy's  forces  from  leaving 
Richmond  and  falling  in  overwhelming  force 
upon  General  McDowell.  He  will  move  with 
between  thirty-five  and  forty  thousand  men. 

A  copy  of  the  instructions  to  General  Mc- 
Dowell are  with  this.  The  specific  task  as- 
signed to  his  command  has  been  to  provide 
against  any  danger  to  the  capital  of  the  nation. 

At  your  earnest  call  for  reinforcements,  he  is 
sent  forward  to  cooperate  in  the  reduction  of 
Richmond,  but  charged,  in  atempting  this,  not 
to  uncover  the  city  of  Washington ;  and  you 
will  give  no  order,  either  before  or  after  your 
junction,  which  can  put  him  out  of  position  to 
cover  this  city.  You  and  he  will  communicate 
with  each  other  by  telegraph  or  otherwise  as 
as  frequently  as  may  be  necessary  for  efficient 
cooperation.  When  General  McDowell  is  in 
position  on  your  right,  his  supplies  must  be 
drawn  from  West  Point,  and  you  will  instruct 
your  staff-officers  to  be  prepared  to  supply  him 
by  that  route. 

The  President  desires  that  General  Mc- 
Dowell retain  the  command  of  the  Department 
of  the  Rappahannock  and  of  the  forces  with 
which  he  moves  forward. 

By  order  of  the  President: 

Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 
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*Letter  to  Charles  L.  Flint 

Executive  Mansion, 

Washington,  May  18,  1862. 

My  dear  Sir:     Allow  me  to  thank  you  very 
cordially  for  the  copy  of  your  work  on  "In- 
sects Injurious  to  Vegetation"  which  you  have 
had  the  kindness  to  send  me,  and  believe  me, 
Yours  very  sincerely, 

A.  Lincoln. 

Proclamation  revoking  General  Hunter's 
Order  of  Military  Emancipation,  May  19, 
1862 

By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of 

America: 

A  Proclamation. 

Whereas  there  appears  in  the  public  prints 
what  purports  to  be  a  proclamation  of  Major- 
General  Hunter,  in  the  words  and  figures  fol- 
lowing, to  wit : 

(General  Orders  No.  11.) 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 
Hilton  Head,  Port  Royal,  S.  C,  May  9,  1862. 

The  three  States  of  Georgia,  Florida,  and  South 
Carolina,  comprising  the  military  department  of  the 
South,  having  deliberately  declared  themselves  no 
longer  under  the  protection  of  the  United  States  of 
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America,  and  having  taken  up  arms  against  the  said 
United  States,  it  became  a  military  necessity  to  de- 
clare martial  law.  This  was  accordingly  done  on  the 
25th  day  of  April,  1862.  Slavery  and  martial  law 
in  a  free  country  are  altogether  incompatible;  the  per- 
sons in  these  three  States  —  Georgia,  Florida,  and 
South  Carolina  —  heretofore  held  as  slaves,  are 
therefore  declared  forever  free. 

By  command  of  Major-General  D.  Hunter: 
(Official.)  Ed.  W.  Smith, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

And  whereas  the  same  is  producing  some  ex- 
citement and  misunderstanding:  therefore, 

I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United 
States,  proclaim  and  declare  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  had  no  knowledge, 
information,  or  belief  of  an  intention  on  the 
part  of  General  Hunter  to  issue  such  a  procla- 
mation; nor  has  it  yet  any  authentic  informa- 
tion that  the  document  is  genuine.  And  further, 
that  neither  General  Hunter,  nor  any  other 
commander  or  person,  has  been  authorized  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  make 
a  proclamation  declaring  the  slaves  of  any  State 
free;  and  that  the  supposed  proclamation  now 
in  question,  whether  genuine  or  false,  is  alto- 
gether void  so  far  as  respects  such  a  declaration. 

I  further  make  known  that,  whether  it  be 
competent  for  me,  as  commander-in-chief  of  the 
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army  and  navy,  to  declare  the  slaves  of  any 
State  or  States  free,  and  whether,  at  any  time, 
in  any  case,  it  shall  have  become  a  necessity  in- 
dispensable to  the  maintenance  of  the  govern- 
ment to  exercise  such  supposed  power,  are  ques- 
tions which,  under  my  responsibility,  I  reserve 
to  myself,  and  which  I  cannot  feel  justified  in 
leaving  to  the  decision  of  commanders  in  the 
field.  These  are  totally  different  questions 
from  those  of  police  regulations  in  armies  and 
camps.  On  the  sixth  day  of  March  last,  by  spe- 
cial message,  I  recommended  to  Congress  the 
adoption  of  a  joint  resolution,  to  be  substantially 
as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  United  States  ought  to  co- 
operate with  any  State  which  may  adopt  gradual 
abolishment  of  slavery,  giving  to  such  State  pecuni- 
ary aid,  to  be  used  by  such  State,  in  its  discretion,  to 
compensate  for  the  inconvenience,  public  and  private, 
produced  by  such  change  of  system. 

The  resolution,  in  the  language  above  quoted, 
was  adopted  by  large  majorities  in  both  branches 
of  Congress,  and  now  stands  an  authentic,  def- 
inite, and  solemn  proposal  of  the  nation  to  the 
States  and  people  most  immediately  interested 
in  the  subject-matter.  To  the  people  of  those 
States  I  now  earnestly  appeal.  I  do  not  argue — ■ 
I  beseech  you  to  make  arguments  for  yourselves. 
You  cannot,  if  you  would,  be  blind  to  the  signs 
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of  the  times.  I  beg  of  you  a  calm  and  enlarged 
consideration  of  them,  ranging,  if  it  may  be, 
far  above  personal  and  partizan  politics.  This 
proposal  makes  common  cause  for  a  common 
object,  casting  no  reproaches  upon  any.  '  It  acts 
not  the  Pharisee.  The  change  it  contemplates 
would  come  gently  as  the  dews  of  heaven,  not 
rending  or  wrecking  anything.  Will  you  not 
embrace  it?  So  much  good  has  not  been  done, 
by  one  effort,  in  all  past  time,  as  in  the  provi- 
dence of  God  it  is  now  your  high  privilege  to 
do.  May  the  vast  future  not  have  to  lament 
that  you  have  neglected  it. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my 
hand  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States 
to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this 

nineteenth  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our 

[L.  S.]   Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 

sixty-two,  and  of  the   independence  of 

the  United  States  the  eighty-sixth. 

Abraham  Lincoln. 
By    the    President:    WILLIAM    H.    SEWARD, 
Secretary  of  State. 

*  Autograph  Letter  to  Lady  Villiers 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  May  20,  1862. 
Mr.  Lyon  has  informed  me  that  Lady  Villiers 
has  expressed  a  wish  for  my  autograph.     I  beg 
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that  her  Ladyship  will  accept  the  assurance  of 
my  sincere  gratification  at  this  opportunity  of 
subscribing  myself 

Very  truly, 
Her  Ladyship's  obedient  servant, 

A.  Lincoln. 

Telegrams  to  General  G.  B.  McClellan 

Washington,  May  21,  1862. 
Major-General  McClellan:  I  have  just  been 
waited  on  by  a  large  committee  who  present  a 
petition  signed  by  twenty-three  senators  and 
eighty-four  representatives  asking  me  to  restore 
General  Hamilton  to  his  division.  I  wish  to  do 
this,  and  yet  I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as 
rebuking  you.     Please  answer  at  once. 

A.  Lincoln. 

Washington,  May  22,  1862. 
Major-General  McClellan:  Your  long  de- 
spatch of  yesterday  just  received.  You  will 
have  just  such  control  of  General  McDowell  and 
his  forces  as  you  therein  indicate.  McDowell 
can  reach  you  by  land  sooner  than  he  could 
get  aboard  of  boats,  if  the  boats  were  ready 
at  Fredericksburg,  unless  his  march  shall 
be  resisted,  in  which  case  the  force  resisting 
him  will  certainly  not  be  confronting  you  at 
Richmond.     By  land  he  can  reach  you  in  five 
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days  after  starting,  whereas  by  water  he  would 
not  reach  you  in  two  weeks,  judging  by  past  ex- 
perience. Franklin's  single  division  did  not 
reach  you  in  ten  days  after  I  ordered  it. 

A.  Lincoln,  President  United  States. 

Indorsement  on  Letter  of  G.  Montague 
Hicks,  May  22,  1862 

This  note,  as  Colonel  Hicks  did  verbally  yes- 
terday, attempts  to  excite  me  against  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  and  therein  is  offensive  to  me.  My 
"order,"  as  he  is  pleased  to  call  it,  is  plainly 
no  order  at  all. 

A.  Lincoln. 

Message  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

May  22,  1862. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives:  In  com- 
pliance with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  20th  instant,  requesting  in- 
formation in  regard  to  the  indemnity  obtained 
by  the  consul-general  of  the  United  States  at 
Alexandria,  Egypt,  for  the  maltreatment  of 
Faris-El-Hakim,  an  agent  in  the  employ  of  the 
American  missionaries  in  that  country,  I  trans- 
mit a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  and 
the  documents  by  which  it  was  accompanied. 

Abraham  Lincoln. 
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Message  to  the  House  of  Representatives, 

May  23,  1862 

To  the  House  of  Representatives:  I  transmit 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  answer 
to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  22a1  instant,  calling  for  further  corre- 
spondence relative  to  Mexican  affairs. 

Abraham  Lincoln. 
Telegram  to  General  McClellan 

Washington,  May  24,  1862.  4  p.  m. 
Major-General  George  B.  McClellan:  In 
consequence  of  General  Bank's  critical  position, 
I  have  been  compelled  to  suspend  General  Mc- 
Dowell's movements  to  join  you.  The  enemy 
are  making  a  desperate  push  upon  Harper's 
Ferry,  and  we  are  trying  to  throw  General  Fre- 
mont's force  and  part  of  General  McDowell's  in 
their  rear. 

A.  LINCOLN,  President. 

Telegram  to  General  McClellan 

Washington,  May  24,  1862. 
Major-General  George  B.  McClellan:  I  left 
General  McDowell's  camp  at  dark  last  even- 
ing. Shields's  command  is  there,  but  it  is 
so  worn  that  he  cannot  move  before  Monday 
morning,  the  26th.    We  have  so   thinned  our 
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line  to  get  troops  for  other  places  that  it  was 
broken  yesterday  at  Front  Royal,  with  a  prob- 
able loss  to  us  of  one  regiment  infantry,  two 
companies  cavalry,  putting  General  Banks  in 
some  peril. 

The  enemy's  forces  under  General  Anderson 
now  opposing  General  McDowell's  advance 
have  as  their  line  of  supply  and  retreat  the  road 
to  Richmond. 

If,  in  conjunction  with  McDowell's  movement 
against  Anderson,  you  could  send  a  force  from 
your  right  to  cut  off  the  enemy's  supplies  from 
Richmond,  preserve  the  railroad  bridges  across 
the  two  forks  of  the  Pamunkey,  and  intercept  the 
enemy's  retreat,  you  will  prevent  the  army  now 
opposed  to  you  from  receiving  an  accession  of 
numbers  of  nearly  15,000  men;  and  if  you  suc- 
ceed in  saving  the  bridges  you  will  secure  a  line 
of  railroad  for  supplies  in  addition  to  the  one 
you  now  have.  Can  you  not  do  this  almost  as 
well  as  not  while  you  are  building  the  Chicka- 
hominy  bridges?  McDowell  and  Shields  both 
say  they  can,  and  positively  will,  move  Monday 
morning.  I  wish  you  to  move  cautiously  and 
safely. 

You  will  have  command  of  McDowell,  after 
he  joins  you,  precisely  as  you  indicated  in  your 
long  despatch  to  us  of  the  21st. 

A.  Lincoln. 
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Telegram  to  General  Rufus  Saxton 

War  Department,  May  24,  1862.     1  p.  m. 
General  Saxton:     Geary  reports  Jackson  with 

20,000  moving  from  Ashby's  Gap  by  the  Little 
River  turnpike,  through  Aldie,  toward  Centre- 
ville.  This,  he  says,  is  reliable.  He  is  also  in- 
formed of  large  forces  south  of  him.  We  know 
a  force  of  some  15,000  broke  up  Saturday  night 
from  in  front  of  Fredericksburg  and  went  we 
know  not  where.  Please  inform  us,  if  possible, 
what  has  become  of  the  force  which  pursued 
Banks  yesterday;  also  any  other  information  you 
have.  A.  Lincoln. 

Telegram  to  Colonel  D.  S.  Miles 

War  Department,  May  24,  1862.     1.30  p.m. 
Colonel  Miles,  Harper s  Ferry,  Virginia: 

Could  you  not  send  scouts  from  Winchester 
who  would  tell  whether  enemy  are  north  of 
Banks,  moving  on  Winchester?  What  is  the 
latest  you  have?  A.  Lincoln. 

Telegram  to  General  J.  C.  Fremont 

War  Department,  May  24,  1862.     4  p.  m. 
Major-General  Fremont,  Franklin:     You  are 
authorized  to  purchase  the  400  horses,  or  take 
them  wherever  or  however  you  can  get  them. 
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The  exposed  condition  of  General  Banks 
makes. his  immediate  relief  a  point  of  paramount 
importance.  You  are  therefore  directed  by  the 
President  to  move  against  Jackson  at  Harrison- 
burg and  operate  against  the  enemy  in  such  way 
as  to  relieve  Banks.  This  movement  must  be 
made  immediately.  You  will  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  this  order,  and  specify  the  hour  it  is 
received  by  you.  A.  LINCOLN. 

Telegram  to  General  J.  C.  Fremont 

War  Department.  May  24,  1862.     7.15  p.  m. 
Major-General  Fremont,  Franklin,  Virginia: 

Many  thanks  for  the  promptness  with  which 
you  have  answered  that  you  will  execute  the 
order.  Much — perhaps  all — depends  upon  the 
celerity  with  which  you  can  execute  it.  Put  the 
utmost  speed  into  it.    Do  not  lose  a  minute. 

A.  LINCOLN. 

Telegram  to  General  H.  W.  Halleck 

War  Department.  May  24,   1862. 

Major-General  Halleck,  near  Corinth,  Miss.: 

Several  despatches  from  Assistant  Secretary 
Scott  and  one  from  Governor  Morton  asking  re- 
inforcements for  you  have  been  received.  I  beg 
you  to  be  assured  we  do  the  best  we  can.  I  mean 
to  cast  no  blame  when  I  tell  you  each  of  our 
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commanders  along  our  line  from  Richmond  to 
Corinth  supposes  himself  to  be  confronted  by 
numbers  superior  to  his  own.  Under  this  pres- 
sure we  thinned  the  line  on  the  upper  Potomac, 
until  yesterday  it  was  broken  at  heavy  loss  to  us, 
and  General  Banks  put  in  great  peril,  out  of 
which  he  is  not  yet  extricated,  and  may  be  actu- 
ally captured.  We  need  men  to  repair  this 
breach,  and  have  them  not  at  hand.  My  dear 
general,  I  feel  justified  to  rely  very  much  on  you. 
I  believe  you  and  the  brave  officers  and  men  with 
you  can  and  will  get  the  victory  at  Corinth. 

A.  Lincoln. 

Telegram  to  General  I.  McDowell 

War  Department,  May  24,  1862.     5  p.  m. 
Major-General  McDowell,  Fredericksburg: 

General  Fremont  has  been  ordered  by  tele- 
graph to  move  from  Franklin  on  Harrisonburg 
to  relieve  General  Banks,  and  capture  or  destroy 
Jackson's  and  Ewell's  forces. 

You  are  instructed,  laying  aside  for  the  present 
the  movement  on  Richmond,  to  put  20,000  men 
in  motion  at  once  for  the  Shenandoah,  moving 
on  the  line  or  in  advance  of  the  line  of  the 
Manassas  Gap  Railroad.  Your  object  will  be 
to  capture  the  forces  of  Jackson  and  Ewell,  either 
in  cooperation  with  General  Fremont,  or,  in  case 
want  of  supplies  or  of  transportation  interferes 
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with  his  movements,  it  is  believed  that  the  force 
which  you  move  will  be  sufficient  to  accomplish 
this  object  alone.  The  information  thus  far  re- 
ceived here  makes  it  probable  that  if  the 'enemy 
operate  actively  against  General  Banks,  you  will 
not  be  able  to  count  upon  much  assistance  from 
him,  but  may  even  have  to  release  him. 

Reports  received  this  moment  are  that  Banks 
is  fighting  with  Ewell  eight  miles  from  Win- 
chester. A.  Lincoln. 

Telegram  to  General  I.  McDowell 

War  Department,  May  24,  1862.     8  p.  m. 

Major-General  McDowell:  I  am  highly 
gratified  by  your  alacrity  in  obeying  my  order. 
The  change  was  as  painful  to  me  as  it  can  possi- 
bly be  to  you  or  to  any  one. 

Everything  now  depends  upon  the  celerity  and 
vigor  of  your  movement.  A.  LINCOLN. 

Telegram  from  Secretary  Stanton  to  Gen- 
eral I.  McDowell. 

Major-General  McDowell,  Falmouth: 

In  view  of  the  operations  of  the  enemy  on  the 
line  of  General  Banks,  the  President  thinks  the 
whole  force  you  designed  to  move  from  Freder- 
icksburg should  not  be  taken  away,  and  he 
therefore  directs  that  one  brigade  in  addition  to 
what  you  designed  to  leave  at  Fredericksburg 
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should  be  left  there:  this  brigade  to  be  the  least 
effective  of  your  command. 

Edwin  M.  Stanton. 


Telegram    from    Secretary    Stanton    to 
General  N.  P.  Banks 

War  Department,  May  24,   1862. 
Major-General  Banks,  Winchester:     In  your 

despatch  of  this  evening  to  the  President,  you 
say  that  you  intend  to  return  with  your  com- 
mand to  Strasburg.  The  question  is  suggested 
whether  you  will  not  by  that  movement  expose 
your  stores  and  trains  at  Winchester.  The  Pres- 
ident desires,  therefore,  more  detailed  informa- 
tion than  you  have  yet  furnished  respecting  the 
force  and  position  of  the  enemy  in  your  neigh- 
borhood before  you  make  a  movement  that  will 
subject  Winchester  or  Harper's  Ferry  to  danger 
from  sudden  attack. 

You  will  please  report  fully  before  moving. 
Edwin  M.  STANTON,  Secretary  of  War. 

Message  to  the  Senate,  May  24,  1862 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States:  I  trans- 
mit a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  in 
answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
22d  instant,  calling  for  further  correspondence 
relative  to  Mexican  affairs.  A.  LINCOLN. 
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Telegram  to  General  J.  W.  Geary 

War  Department, 
Washington,  D.  C,  May  25,  1862.     4.15  p.m. 

General  Geary,  White  Plains:  Please  give 
us  your  best  present  impression  as  to  the  number 
of  the  enemy's  forces  north  of  Strasburg  and 
Front  Royal.  Are  the  forces  still  moving  north 
through  the  gap  at  Front  Royal  and  between 
you  and  there? 

A.  Lincoln. 

Telegram  to  General  G.  B.  McClellan 

Washington,  May  25,  1862.     2  p.  m. 

Major-General  McClellan:  The  enemy  is 
moving  north  in  sufficient  force  to  drive  General 
Banks  before  him — precisely  in  what  force  we 
cannot  tell.  He  is  also  threatening  Leesburg 
and  Geary,  on  the  Manassas  Gap  Railroad,  from 
both  north  and  south — in  precisely  what  force 
we  cannot  tell.  I  think  the  movement  is  a  gen- 
eral and  concerted  one,  such  as  would  not  be  if 
he  was  acting  upon  the  purpose  of  a  very  desper- 
ate defense  of  Richmond.  I  think  the  time  is 
near  when  you  must  either  attack  Richmond  or 
give  up  the  job  and  come  to  the  defense  of 
Washington. 

Let  me  hear  from  you  instantly. 

A.  Lincoln,  President. 
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Order  taking  Military  Possession  of  Rail- 
roads 

War  Department,  May  25,   1862. 

Ordered :  By  virtue  of  the  authority  vested  by 
act  of  Congress,  the  President  takes  military 
possession  of  all  the  railroads  in  the  United 
States,  from  and  after  this  date  until  further 
ordered,  and  directs  that  the  respective  railroad 
companies,  their  officers  and  servants,  shall  hold 
themselves  in  readiness  for  the  transportation  of 
such  troops  and  munitions  of  war  as  may  be  or- 
dered by  the  military  authorities,  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  all  other  business. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

M.  C.  MEIGS,  Quartermaster-General. 

Telegram  to  Secretary  Chase 

War  Department,  May  25,  1862. 
Secretary  Chase,  Fredericksburg,  Virginia: 

It  now  appears  that  Banks  got  safely  into 
Winchester  last  night,  and  is  this  morning  re- 
treating on  Harper's  Ferry.  This  justifies  the 
inference  that  he  is  pressed  by  numbers  superior 
to  his  own.  I  think  it  not  improbable  that 
Ewell,  Jackson,  and  Johnson  are  pouring 
through  the  gap  they  made  day  before  yester- 
day at  Front  Royal,  making  a  dash  northward. 
It  will  be  a  very  valuable  and  very  honorable 
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service  for  General  McDowell  to  cut  them  off. 
I  hope  he  will  put  all  possible  energy  and  speed 
into  the  effort 

A.  Lincoln. 

Telegram  to  General  R.  Saxton 

War  Department,  Washington  City,  D.  C, 
May  25,  1862.       4.15  p.m. 

General  Saxton,  Harpers  Ferry:  If  Banks 
reaches  Martinsburg,  is  he  any  the  better  for  it? 
Will  not  the  enemy  cut  him  from  thence  to  Har- 
per's Ferry?  Have  you  sent  anything  to  meet 
him  and  assist  him  at  Martinsburg?  This  is  an 
inquiry,  not  an  order. 

A.  Lincoln. 

Telegram  to  General  R.  Saxton 

War  Department,  May  25,  1862.     6.50  P.M. 

General  Saxton,  Harper s  Ferry:  One  good 
six-gun  battery,  complete  in  its  men  and  ap- 
pointments, is  now  on  its  way  to  you  from  Bal- 
timore. Eleven  other  guns,  of  different  sorts, 
are  on  their  way  to  you  from  here.  Hope  they 
will  all  reach  you  before  morning. 

As  you  have  but  2,500  men  at  Harper's  Ferry, 
where  are  the  rest  which  were  in  that  vicinity 
and  which  we  have  sent  forward?  Have  any 
of  them  been  cut  off? 

A.  Lincoln. 
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Telegram  to  General  R.  Saxton 

War  Department,  May  25,  1862. 
General  Saxton,  Harper  s  Ferry :  I  fear  you 
have  mistaken  me.  I  did  not  mean  to  question 
the  correctness  of  your  conduct;  on  the  contrary, 
I  approve  what  you  have  done.  As  the  2,500 
reported  by  you  seemed  small  to  me,  I  feared 
some  had  got  to  Banks  and  been  cut  off  with  him. 
Please  tell  me  the  exact  number  you  now  have 
in  hand. 

A.  Lincoln. 

Telegram  to  General  G.  B.  McClellan 

(Sent  in  cipher.) 

War  Department,  Washington  City,  D.  C, 

May  25,  1862.     8.30  p.m. 

Major-General  McClellan:  Your  despatch 
received.  General  Banks  was  at  Strasburg, 
with  about  6,000  men,  Shields  having  been  taken 
from  him  to  swell  a  column  for  McDowell  to 
aid  vou  at  Richmond,  and  the  rest  of  his  force 
scattered  at  various  places.  On  the  23d  a  rebel 
force  of  7,000  to  10,000  fell  upon  one  regiment 
and  two  companies  guarding  the  bridge  at  Front 
Royal,  destroying  it  entirely;  crossed  the  Shen- 
andoah, and  on  the  24th  (yesterday)  pushed  to 
get  north  of  Banks,  on  the  road  to  Winchester. 
Banks  ran  a  race  with  them,  beating  them  into 


1862]       Telegram  to  McClellan         187 

Winchester  yesterday  evening.  This  morning  a 
battle  ensued  between  the  two  forces,  in  which 
Banks  was  beaten  back  into  full  retreat  toward 
Martinsburg,  and  probably  is  broken  up  into  a 
total  rout.  Geary,  on  the  Manassas  Gap  Rail- 
road, just  now  reports  that  Jackson  is  now  near 
Front  Royal,  with  10,000,  following  up  and  sup- 
porting, as  I  understand,  the  force  now  pursuing 
Banks;  also  that  another  force  of  10,000  is  near 
Orleans,  following  on  in  the  same  direction. 
Stripped  bare,  as  we  are  here,  it  will  be  all  we 
can  do  to  prevent  them  crossing  the  Potomac  at 
Harper's  Ferry  or  above.  We  have  about  20,000 
of  McDowell's  force  moving  back  to  the  vicinity 
of  Front  Royal,  and  General  Fremont,  who  was 
at  Franklin,  is  moving  to  Harrisonburg;  both 
these  movements  intended  to  get  in  the  enemy's 
rear. 

One  more  of  McDowell's  brigades  is  ordered 
through  here  to  Harper's  Ferry;  the  rest  of  his 
force  remains  for  the  present  at  Fredericksburg. 
We  are  sending  such  regiments  and  dribs  from 
here  and  Baltimore  as  we  can  spare  to  Harper's 
Ferry,  supplying  their  places  in  some  sort  by 
calling  in  militia  from  the  adjacent  States.  We 
also  have  eighteen  cannon  on  the  road  to  Har- 
per's Ferry,  of  which  arm  there  is  not  a  single 
one  yet  at  that  point.     This  is  now  our  situation. 

If  McDowell's   force  was   now  bevond  our 
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reach,  we  should  be  utterly  helpless.  Appre- 
hension of  something  like  this,  and  no  un- 
willingness to  sustain  you,  has  always  been  my 
reason  for  withholding  McDowell's  force  from 
you.  Please  understand  this,  and  do  the  best 
you  can  with  the  force  you  have. 

A.  Lincoln. 


Abraham  Lincoln  and  his  Family 

Reproduced  from  an  Engraving  by  William 

Sartain. 
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Message  to  Congress,  May  26,  1862 

TO  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives: The  insurrection  which  is  yet 
existing  in  the  United  States  and  aims 
at  the  overthrow  of  the  Federal  Constitution 
and  the  Union,  was  clandestinely  prepared 
during  the  winter  of  i860  and  1861,  and  as- 
sumed an  open  organization  in  the  form  of  a 
treasonable  provisional  government  at  Mont- 
gomery, in  Alabama,  on  the  18th  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1861.  On  the  12th  day  of  April,  1861, 
the  insurgents  committed  the  flagrant  act  of 
civil  war  by  the  bombardment  and  capture  of 
Fort  Sumter,  which  cut  off  the  hope  of  immedi- 
ate conciliation.  Immediately  afterward  all  the 
roads  and  avenues  to  this  city  were  obstructed, 
and  the  capital  was  put  into  the  condition  of  a 
siege.  The  mails  in  every  direction  were 
stopped  and  the  lines  of  telegraph  cut  off  by  the 
insurgents,  and  military  and  naval  forces  which 
had  been  called  out  by  the  government  for  the 
defense  of  Washington  were  prevented  from 
reaching  the  city  by  organized  and  combined 
treasonable  resistance  in  the  State  of  Maryland. 
There  was  no  adequate  and  effective  organiza- 
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tion  for  the  public  defense.  Congress  had  in- 
definitely adjourned.  There  was  no  time  to 
convene  them.  It  became  necessary  for  me  to 
choose  whether,  using  only  the  existing  means, 
agencies,  and  processes  which  Congress  had  pro- 
vided, I  should  let  the  government  fall  at  once 
into  ruin,  or  whether,  availing  myself  of  the 
broader  powers  conferred  by  the  Constitution 
in  cases  of  insurrection,  I  would  make  an  effort 
to  save  it  with  all  its  blessings  for  the  present 
age  and  for  posterity. 

I  thereupon  summoned  my  constitutional  ad- 
visers, the  heads  of  all  the  departments,  to  meet 
on  Sunday,  the  21st  day  of  April,  1861,  at  the 
office  of  the  Navy  Department;  and  then  and 
there,  with  their  unanimous  concurrence,  I  di- 
rected that  an  armed  revenue  cutter  should 
proceed  to  sea,  to  afford  protection  to  the  com- 
mercial marine  and  especially  the  California 
treasure-ships  then  on  their  way  to  this  coast.  I 
also  directed  the  commandant  of  the  navy-yard 
at  Boston  to  purchase,  or  charter,  and  arm  as 
quickly  as  possible,  five  steamships  for  purposes 
of  public  defense.  I  directed  the  commandant 
of  the  navy-yard  at  Philadelphia  to  purchase,  or 
charter,  and  arm  an  equal  number  for  the  same 
purpose.  I  directed  the  commandant  at  New 
York  to  purchase,  or  charter,  and  arm  an  equal 
number.     I  directed  Commander  Gillis  to  pur- 
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chase,  or  charter,  and  arm  and  put  to  sea  two 
other  vessels.  Similar  directions  were  given  to 
Commodore  Du  Pont,  with  a  view  to  the  open- 
ing of  passages  by  water  to  and  from  the  capital. 
I  directed  the  several  officers  to  take  the  advice 
and  obtain  the  aid  and  efficient  services  in  the 
matter  of  his  Excellency  Edwin  D.  Morgan,  the 
Governor  of  New  York,  or,  in  his  absence, 
George  D.  Morgan,  William  M.  Evarts,  R.  M. 
Blatchford,  and  Moses  H.  Grinnell,  who  were, 
by  my  direction,  especially  empowered  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  act  for  his  department 
in  that  crisis,  in  matters  pertaining  to  the  for- 
warding of  troops  and  supplies  for  the  public 
defense. 

On  the  same  occasion  I  directed  that  Gov- 
ernor Morgan  and  Alexander  Cummings,  of 
the  city  of  New  York,  should  be  authorized  by 
the  Secretary  of  War,  Simon  Cameron,  to  make 
all  necessary  arrangements  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  troops  and  munitions  of  war,  in  aid  and 
assistance  of  the  officers  of  the  army  of  the 
United  States,  until  communication  by  mails 
and  telegraph  should  be  completely  reestab- 
lished between  the  cities  of  Washington  and 
New  York.  No  security  was  required  to  be 
given  by  them,  and  either  of  them  was  author- 
ized to  act  in  case  of  inability  to  consult  with 
the  other. 
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On  the  same  occasion  I  authorized  and  di- 
rected the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  advance, 
without  requiring  security,  two  millions  of  dol- 
lars of  public  money  to  John  A.  Dix,  George 
Opdyke,  and  Richard  M.  Blatchford,  of  New 
York,  to  be  used  by  them  in  meeting  such  requi- 
sitions as  should  be  directly  consequent  upon  the 
military  and  naval  measures  necessary  for  the 
defense  and  support  of  the  government,  requir- 
ing them  only  to  act  without  compensation,  and 
to  report  their  transactions  when  duly  called 
upon. 

The  several  departments  of  the  government 
at  that  time  contained  so  large  a  number  of  dis- 
loyal persons  that  it  would  have  been  impossible 
to  provide  safely  through  official  agents  only 
for  the  performance  of  the  duties  thus  confided 
to  citizens  favorably  known  for  their  ability, 
loyalty,  and  patriotism. 

The  several  orders  issued  upon  these  occur- 
rences were  transmitted  by  private  messengers, 
who  pursued  a  circuitous  way  to  the  seaboard 
cities,  inland,  across  the  States  of  Pennsylvania 
and  Ohio  and  the  northern  lakes.  I  believe  that 
by  these  and  other  similar  measures  taken  in 
that  crisis,  some  of  which  were  without  any  au- 
thority of  law,  the  government  was  saved  from 
overthrow.  I  am  not  aware  that  a  dollar  of  the 
public  funds   thus   confided  without  authority 
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of  law  to  unofficial  persons  was  either  lost  or 
wasted,  although  apprehensions  of  such  mis- 
direction occurred  to  me  as  objections  to  those 
extraordinary  proceedings,  and  were  necessa- 
rily overruled. 

I  recall  these  transactions  now  because  my  at- 
tention has  been  directed  to  a  resolution  which 
was  passed  by  the  House  of  Representatives  on 
the  30th  day  of  last  month,  which  is  in  these 
words : 

Resolved,  That  Simon  Cameron,  late  Secretary  of 
War,  by  investing  Alexander  Cummings  with  the  con- 
trol of  large  sums  of  the  public  money,  and  authority 
to  purchase  military  supplies  without  restrictions, 
without  requiring  from  him  any  guarantee  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  his  duties,  when  the  services 
of  competent  public  officers  were  available,  and  by  in- 
volving the  government  in  a  vast  number  of  contracts 
with  persons  not  legitimately  engaged  in  the  business 
pertaining  to  the  subject-matter  of  such  contracts, 
especially  in  the  purchase  of  arms  for  future  delivery, 
has  adopted  a  policy  highly  injurious  to  the  public 
service,  and  deserves  the  censure  of  the  House. 

Congress  will  see  that  I  should  be  wanting 
equally  in  candor  and  in  justice  if  I  should  leave 
the  censure  expressed  in  this  resolution  to  rest 
exclusively  or  chiefly  upon  Mr.  Cameron.  The 
same  sentiment  is  unanimously  entertained  by 
the  heads  of  departments    who  participated  in 
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the  proceedings  which  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives has  censured.  It  is  due  to  Mr.  Cameron 
to  say  that,  although  he  fully  approved  the  pro- 
ceedings, they  were  not  moved  nor  suggested  by 
himself,  and  that  not  only  the  President  but  all 
the  other  heads  of  departments  were  at  least 
equally  responsible  with  him  for  whatever 
error,  wrong,  or  fault  was  committed  in  the 
premises.  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Telegram  to  General  G.  B.  McClellan 

Washington,  May  26,  1862.  12.40  a.m. 
Major-General  McClellan:  We  have  Gen- 
eral Banks's  official  report.  He  has  saved  his 
army  and  baggage,  and  has  made  a  safe  retreat 
to  the  river,  and  is  probably  safe  at  Williams- 
port.     He  reports  the  attacking  force  at  15,000. 

A.  Lincoln,  President. 

Telegram  to  General  I.  McDowell 

War  Department,  May  26,  1862.     1  p.  m. 
Major-General  McDowell,  Falmouth,  Va.: 

Despatches  from  Geary  just  received  have 
been  sent  you.  Should  not  the  remainder  of 
your  forces,  except  sufficient  to  hold  the  point 
at  Fredericksburg,  move  this  way — to  Manassas 
Junction  or  Alexandria?  As  commander  of  this 
department,  should  you  not  be  here?  I  ask 
these  questions.  A.  LINCOLN. 
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Telegram  to  General  McClellan 

Washington,  May  26,  1862. 
Major-General  George  B.  McClellan:  Can 
you  not  cut  the  Aquia  Creek  Railroad?  Also, 
what  impression  have  you  as  to  intrenched  works 
for  you  to  contend  with  in  front  of  Richmond? 
Can  you  get  near  enough  to  throw  shells  into  the 
city? 

A.  Lincoln,  President. 

Telegram    from    Secretary    Stanton    to 
General  J.  B.  Ricketts 

War  Department,   May  26,   1862. 
General   Ricketts,   Alexandria:     The    Presi- 
dent wishes  your  brigade  to  move  at  once  to 
Manassas  by  railroad.     General  Wadsworth  has 
gone  to  Alexandria  to  assist  in  forwarding. 
Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 

Telegram  to  General  Fremont 

May  27,  1862.     9.58  p.m. 
Major-General  Fremont:     I  see  that  you  are 
at  Moorefield.     You  were  expressly  ordered  to 
march  to  Harrisonburg.     What  does  this  mean? 

A.  Lincoln. 

Telegram  to  Governor  Andrew 

Washington,  May  27,   1862. 
Governor  Andrew,  Boston:     The   President 
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directs  that  the  militia  be  relieved,  and  the  en- 
listments made  for  three  years,  or  during  the 
war.  This,  I  think,  will  practically  not  be 
longer  than  for  a  year.  The  latest  intelligence 
from  General  Banks  states  that  he  has  saved 
nearly  his  whole  command  with  small  loss. 
Concentrations  of  our  force  have  been  made, 
which  it  is  hoped  will  capture  the  enemy. 
Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 

Telegram    from    Secretary    Stanton    to 
General  J.  C.  Fremont 

Washington,  May  28,  1862. 
Major-General  Fremont,  Moorefield: 

The  President  directs  you  to  halt  at  Moore- 
field and  await  orders,  unless  you  hear  of  the 
enemy  being  in  the  general  direction  of  Rom- 
ney,  in  which  case  you  will  move  upon  him. 

Acknowledge  the  receipt  of  this  order,  and 
the  hour  it  is  received. 

Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 

Telegram  to  General  I.  McDowell 

Washington,  May  28,  1862.     1  p.m. 
General  McDowell,  Manassas  Junction: 

General  McClellan  at  6.30  P.  M.  yesterday 
telegraphed  that  Fitz-John  Porter's  division  had 
fought  and  driven  13,000  of  the  enemy,  under 
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General  Branch,  from  Hanover  Court  House, 
and  was  driving  them  from  a  stand  they  had 
made  on  the  railroad  at  the  time  the  messenger 
left.  Two  hours  later  he  telegraphed  that  ^tone- 
man  had  captured  an  engine  and  six  cars  on  the 
Virginia  Central,  which  he  at  once  sent  to  com- 
municate with  F.  J.  Porter.  Nothing  further 
from  McClellan. 

If  Porter  effects  a  lodgment  on  both  railroads 
near  Hanover  Court  House,  consider  whether 
your  forces  in  front  of  Fredericksburg  should 
not  push  through  and  join  him. 

A.  Lincoln. 

Telegram  to  General  G.  B.  McClellan 

Washington,  May  28,  1862. 
Major-General  McClellan: 

What  of  F.  J.  Porter's  expedition?  Please 
answer. 

A.  Lincoln. 

Telegram  to  General  I.  McDowell 

Washington,  May  28,  1862.     4  p.m. 
General  McDowell,  Manassas  Junction: 

You  say  General  Geary's  scouts  report  that 
they  find  no  enemy  this  side  of  the  Blue  Ridge. 
Neither  do  I.  Have  they  been  to  the  Blue 
Ridge  looking  for  them? 

A.  Lincoln. 
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Telegram  to  General  I.  McDowell 

Washington,  May  28,  1862.     5.40  p.m. 
General  McDowell,  Manassas  Junction: 

I  think  the  evidence  now  preponderates  that 
Ewell  and  Jackson  are  still  about  Winchester. 
Assuming  this,  it  is  for  you  a  question  of  legs. 
Put  in  all  the  speed  you  can.  I  have  told  Fre- 
mont as  much,  and  directed  him  to  drive  at  them 
as  fast  as  possible.  By  the  way,  I  suppose  you 
know  Fremont  has  got  up  to  Moorefield,  instead 
of  going  to  Harrisonburg.  A.  LINCOLN. 

Telegram  to  General  G.  B.  McClellan1 

Washington,  May  28,  1862.  8.40  p.  m. 
Major-General  McClellan:  I  am  very  glad 
of  General  F.  J.  Porter's  victory.  Still,  if  it  was 
a  total  rout  of  the  enemy,  I  am  puzzled  to  know 
why  the  Richmond  and  Fredericksburg  Rail- 
road was  not  seized  again,  as  you  say  you  have 
all  the  railroads  but  the  Richmond  and  Freder- 
icksburg. I  am  puzzled  to  see  how,  lacking 
that,  you  can  have  any,  except  the  scrap  from 
Richmond  to  West  Point.  The  scrap  of  the 
Virginia  Central  from  Richmond  to  Hanover 

1  The  victory  alluded  to  was  the  Battle  of  Hanover  Court 
House.  As  Lincoln  conjectured,  the  Confederate  forces  were 
not  concentrating  on  Richmond,  but  "  Stonewall  "  Jackson  was 
preparing  to  attack  General  Banks  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  a 
movement  which  threatened  Washington. 
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Junction,  without  more,  is  simply  nothing. 
That  the  whole  of  the  enemy  is  concentrating  on 
Richmond,  I  think  cannot  be  certainly  known  to 
you  or  me.  Saxton,  at  Harper's  Ferry,  informs 
us  that  large  forces,  supposed  to  be  Jackson's 
and  Ewell's,  forced  his  advance  from  Charles- 
town  to-day.  General  King  telegraphs  us  from 
Fredericksburg  that  contrabands  give  certain 
information  that  15,000  left  Hanover  Junction 
Monday  morning  to  reinforce  Jackson.  I  am 
painfully  impressed  with  the  importance  of  the 
struggle  before  you,  and  shall  aid  you  all  I  can 
consistently  with  my  view  of  due  regard  to  all 
points.  A.  Lincoln 

Telegram  to  General  J.  C.  Fremont 

Washington,  May  28,  1862. 
Major-General   Fremont,   Moorefield:     The 
following  despatch  has  just  been  received  from 
General  Hamilton  at  Harper's  Ferry: 

Harper's  Ferry,  May  28. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

There  is  very  little  doubt  that  Jackson's  force  is 
between  Winchester  and  Charlestown.  His  troops 
were  too  much  fatigued  to  pursue  Banks.  A  large 
body  of  rebel  cavalry  is  near  Charlestown  now. 

Jackson  and  Ewell  were  near  Bunker  Hill  yester- 
day at  noon.       Of  this  last  there  is  no  doubt. 

C.  S.  Hamilton,  Brigadier-General. 
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The  above  probably  indicates  the  true  position 
of  the  enemy  at  this  time.    The  President  directs 
you  to  move  upon  him  by  the  best  route  you  can. 
Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 

Telegram     from    Secretary    Stanton    to 
General  Fremont 

Washington,  May  28,  1862.     11   p.m. 
Major-General  John  G.  Fremont,  Moorefield: 

The  order  to  remain  at  Moorefield  was  based 
on  the  supposition  that  it  would  find  you  there. 

Upon  subsequent  information  that  the  enemy 
were  still  operating  in  the  vicinity  of  Winchester 
and  Martinsburg,  you  were  directed  to  move 
against  the  enemy. 

The  President  now  again  directs  you  to  move 
against  the  enemy  without  delay. 

Please  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  this,  and 
the  time  received. 

Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 
Telegram  to  General  Marcy 

Washington,  May  29,  1862.  10  a.m. 
General  R.  B.  Marcy:  Yours  just  received. 
I  think  it  cannot  be  certainly  known  whether  the 
force  which  fought  General  Porter  is  the  same 
which  recently  confronted  McDowell.  An- 
other item  of  evidence  bearing  on  it  is  that  Gen- 
eral Branch  commanded  against  Porter,  while  it 
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was  General  Anderson  who  was  in  front  of  Mc- 
Dowell. He  and  McDowell  were  in  corre- 
spondence about  prisoners. 

A.  Lincoln. 

Telegram  to  General  G.  B.  McClellan 

War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 

May  29,  1862.     10:30  a.m. 

Major-General  McClellan:  I  think  we  shall 
be  able  within  three  days  to  tell  you  certainly 
whether  any  considerable  force  of  the  enemy — 
Jackson  or  any  one  else — is  moving  on  to  Har- 
per's Ferry  or  vicinity.  Take  this  expected 
development  into  your  calculations. 

A.  Lincoln. 
Telegram  to  General  N.  P.  Banks 

Washington,  May  29,  1862.     12  m. 
Major-General  Banks,  William  sport,  Md.: 

General  McDowell's  advance  should,  and 
probably  will,  be  at  or  near  Front  Royal  at 
twelve  (noon)  to-morrow.  General  Fremont 
will  be  at  or  near  Strasburg  as  soon.  Please 
watch  the  enemy  closely,  and  follow  and  harrass 
and  detain  hirn  if  he  attempts  to  retire.  I  mean 
this  for  General  Saxton's  force  as  well  as  that 
immediately  with  you. 

A.  Lincoln. 
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Telegram  to  General  J.  C.  Fremont 

Washington,  May  29,  1862.     12  m. 
Major-General  Fremont,  Moorefield,  Virginia: 

General  McDowell's  advance,  if  not  checked 
by  the  enemy,  should,  and  probably  will,  be  at 
Front  Royal  by  twelve  (noon)  to-morrow.  His 
force,  when  up,  will  be  about  20,000.  Please 
have  your  force  at  Strasburg,  or  if  the  route  you 
are  moving  on  does  not  lead  to  that  point,  as 
near  Strasburg  as  the  enemy  may  be  by  the  same 
time.  Your  despatch  No.  30  received  and  satis- 
factory. A.  Lincoln. 

Telegram  to  General  I.  McDowell 

Washington,  May  29,  1862.     12  m. 
Major-General  McDowell,  Manassas  Junction: 

General  Fremont's  force  should,  and  probably 
will,  be  at  or  near  Strasburg  by  twelve  (noon) 
to-morrow.  Try  to  have  your  force,  or  the  ad- 
vance of  it,  at  Front  Royal  as  soon. 

A.  Lincoln. 

Telegram  to  General  Marcy 

Washington,  May  29,  1862.     1.20  p.m. 
General  R.  B.  Marcy:     Your  despatch  as  to 
the  South  Anna  and  Ashland  being  seized  by 
our  forces   this  morning  is   received.     Under- 
standing these  points  to  be  on  the  Richmond  and 
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Fredericksburg  Railroad,  I  heartily  congratu- 
late the  country,  and  thank  General  McClellan 
and  his  army  for  their  seizure. 

A.  Lincoln. 

Telegram  to  General  I.  McDowell 

Washington,  May  30,  1862.     10  a.m. 
Major-General  McDowell,  Manassas  Junction: 

I  somewhat  apprehend  that  Fremont's  force, 
in  its  present  condition,  may  not  be  quite  strong 
enough  in  case  it  comes  in  collision  with  the 
enemy.  For  this  additional  reason  I  wish  you 
to  push  forward  your  column  as  rapidly  as  pos- 
sible. Tell  me  what  number  your  force  reach- 
ing Front  Royal  will  amount  to. 

A.  Lincoln. 
Telegram  to  General  N.  P.  Banks 

Washington,  May  30,  1862.     10.15  a.m. 
Major-General  Banks,  Williamsport,  Md.: 

If  the  enemy  in  force  is  in  or  about  Martins- 
burg,  Charlestown,  and  Winchester,  or  any  or 
all  of  them,  he  may  come  in  collision  with  Fre- 
mont, in  which  case  I  am  anxious  that  your  force, 
with  you  and  at  Harper's  Ferry,  should  so  oper- 
ate as  to  assist  Fremont  if  possible;  the  same  if 
the  enemy  should  engage  McDowell.  This  was 
the  meaning  of  my  despatch  yesterday. 

A.  Lincoln. 
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Telegram  to  General  J.  C.  Fremont 

Washington,  May  30,   1862.     11.30  a.m. 
Major  General  Fremont,  Moorefield,  Virginia: 

Yours  of  this  morning  from  Moorefield  just 
received.  There  cannot  be  more  than  20,000, 
probably  not  more  than  15,000,  of  the  enemy  at 
or  about  Winchester.  Where  is  your  force?  It 
ought  this  minute  to  be  near  Strasburg. 

Answer  at  once. 

A.  Lincoln. 

Telegram  to  General  I.  McDowell 

Washington,  May  30,  1862.  12.40. 
Major-Genera!  McDowell,  Rectortown: 
Your  despatch  of  to-day  received  and  is  satisfac- 
tory. Fremont  has  nominally  22,000,  really 
about  17,000.  Blenker's  division  is  part  of  it.  I 
have  a  despatch  from  Fremont  this  morning,  not 
telling  me  where  he  is ;  but  he  says : 

Scouts  and  men  from  Winchester  represent  Jack- 
son's force  variously  at  30,000  to  60,000.  With  him 
Generals  Ewell  and  Longstreet. 

The  high  figures  erroneous,  of  course. 
Do  you  know  where  Longstreet  is?     Corinth 
is  evacuated  and  occupied  by  us. 

A.  Lincoln. 
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Telegram  to  General  J.  C.  Fremont 

War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 

May  30,   1862.     2.3Q  p.m. 
Major-General  Fremont,  Moorefield,  Virginia: 

Yours,  saying  you  will  reach  Strasburg  or 
vicinity  at  5  p.  m.  Saturday,  has  been  received 
and  sent  to  General  McDowell,  and  he  directed 
to  act  in  view  of  it.  You  must  be  up  to  time  you 
promised,  if  possible, 

Corinth  was  evacuated  last  night,  and  is  occu- 
pied by  our  troops  to-day;  the  enemy  gone  south 
to  Okolona,  on  the  railroad  to  Mobile. 

A.  Lincoln. 
Telegram  to  General  I.  McDowell 

War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 

May  30,   1862.     2.30  p.  m. 

Major-General  McDowell:  Herewith  I 
send  a  telegram  just  received  from  General  Fre- 
mont. 

The  despatch  is  dated  of  last  night,  and  the 
point  he  says  he  will  be  at  five  o'clock  Saturday 
afternoon  is  "Strasburg,  or  as  near  it  as  it  may  be 
to  the  enemy  at  that  time." 

I  direct  Fremont  to  come  to  time  as  fixed  by 
himself,  and  you  will  act  your  discretion,  taking 
this  information  into  your  calculation. 

A.  Lincoln. 


206  Abraham   Lincoln         [May  30 

Telegram  to  General  I.  McDowell 

War  Department,  May  30,  1862.     9:30  p.  m. 
Major-General  McDowell,  Rectortown,  Va.: 

I  send  you  a  despatch  just  received  from  Sax- 
ton  at  Harper's  Ferry: 

The  rebels  are  in  line  of  battle  in  front  of  our  lines. 
They  have  nine  pieces  of  artillery,  and  in  position, 
and  cavalry.  I  shelled  the  woods  in  which  they  were, 
and  they  in  return  threw  a  large  number  of  shells  into 
the  lines  and  tents  from  which  I  moved  last  night  to 
take  up  a  stronger  position.  I  expect  a  great  deal 
from  the  battery  on  the  mountain,  having  there  9-inch 
Dahlgren  bearing  directly  on  the  enemy's  approaches. 
The  enemy  appeared  this  morning  and  then  retired, 
with  the  intention  of  drawing  us  on.  I  shall  act  on  the 
defensive,  as  my  position  is  a  strong  one.  In  a  skir- 
mish which  took  place  this  afternoon  I  took  one  horse. 
The  enemy  lost  two  men  killed  and  seven  wounded. 

R.  Saxton,  Brigadier-General. 

It  seems  the  game  is  before  you.  Have  sent 
a  copy  to  General  Fremont.        A.  LINCOLN. 

Telegram  to  General  G.  A.  McCall 

Washington,  May  31,  1862.     3.35. 
Brigadier-General  McCall,  Fredericksburg: 

Are  you  about  to  withdraw  from  Fredericks- 
burg; and  if  so,  why,  and  by  whose  orders? 

A.  Lincoln. 


1862]       Telegram  to  McClellan         207 


Telegram  to  General  G.  B.  McClellan 

Washington,  May  31,  1862.     10.20  p.m. 
Major-General  McClellan: 

A  CIRCLE  whose  circumference  shall 
pass  through  Harper's  Ferry,  Front 
Royal,  and  Strasburg,  and  whose  cen- 
ter shall  be  a  little  northeast  of  Winchester,  al- 
most certainly  has  within  it  this  morning  the 
forces  of  Jackson,  Ewell,  and  Edward  Johnson. 
Quite  certainly  they  were  within  it  two  days 
ago.  Some  part  of  their  forces  attacked  Har- 
per's Ferry  at  dark  last  evening,  and  are  still  in 
sight  this  morning.  Shields,  with  McDowell's 
advance,  retook  Front  Royal  at  1 1  a.  m.  yester- 
day, with  a  dozen  of  our  own  prisoners  taken 
there  a  week  ago,  150  of  the  enemy,  two  locomo- 
tives, and  eleven  cars,  some  other  property  and 
stores,  and  saved  the  bridge. 

General  Fremont,  from  the  direction  of 
Moorefield,  promises  to  be  at  or  near  Strasburg 
at  5  p.  m.  to-day.  General  Banks  at  Williams- 
port,  with  his  old  force  and  his  new  force  at 
Harper's  Ferry,  is  directed  to  cooperate.  Shields 
at  Front  Royal  reports  a  rumor  of  still  an  addi- 
tional force  of  the  enemy,  supposed  to  be  An- 
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derson's,  having  entered  the  valley  of  Virginia. 
This  last  may  or  may  not  be  true.  Corinth  is 
certainly  in  the  hands  of  General  Halleck. 

A.  Lincoln. 

Telegram     from    Secretary    Stanton    to 
General  G.  A.  McCall 

Washington,  May  31,  1862. 
General  McCall:     The  President  directs  me 

to  say  to  you  that  there  can  be  nothing  to  justify 

a  panic  at  Fredericksburg.     He  expects  you  to 

maintain  your  position  there  as  becomes  a  soldier 

and  a  general. 

Edwin  M.  Stanton.  Secretary  of  War. 

Telegram  to  General  G.  B.  McClellan 

Washington  City,  D.  C,  June  1,  1862.     9.30. 

Major-General  McClellan:  You  are  proba- 
bly engaged  with  the  enemy.  I  suppose  he  made 
the  attack.  Stand  well  on  your  guard,  hold  all 
your  ground,  or  yield  any  only  inch  by  inch  and 
in  good  order.  This  morning  we  merge  Gen- 
eral Wool's  department  into  yours,  giving  you 
command  of  the  whole,  and  sending  General 
Dix  to  Fort  Monroe  and  General  Wool  to  Fort 
McHenry. 

We  also  send  General  Sigel  to  report  to  you 
for  duty. 

A.  Lincoln. 
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Telegram  to  General  G.  B.  McClellan 

Washington  City,  D.  C,  June  i,  1862.     1.15  p.  m. 

Major-General  McClellan:  You  «are  al- 
ready notified  that  General  Sigel  is  to  report  to 
you  for  duty.  I  suggest  (do  not  order)  that  he 
have  command  of  such  of  the  forces  about  Fort 
Monroe,  Norfolk,  Newport  News,  etc.,  as  you 
may  see  fit  to  put  into  active  service,  or  such 
other  command  as  may  be  suitable  to  his  rank. 

A.  Lincoln. 

Telegram  to  General  G.  B.  McClellan 

War  Department,  Washington  City,  D.  C, 

June  1,  1862.     5  p.m. 

Major-General  McClellan:  Thanks  for 
what  you  could  and  did  say  in  your  despatch  of 
noon  to-day  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  If  the 
enemy  shall  not  have  renewed  the  attack  this 
afternoon,  I  think  the  hardest  of  your  work  is 
done. 

Shields's  advance  came  in  collision  with  part 
of  the  enemy  yesterday  evening,  six  miles  from 
Front  Royal,  in  a  direction  between  Winchester 
and  Strasburg,  driving  them  back,  capturing 
a  few  prisoners  and  one  rifled  cannon.  Firing 
in  that  direction  to-day,  heard  both  from  Har- 
per's Ferry  and  Front  Royal,  indicates  a  proba- 
bility that  Fremont  has  met  the  enemy. 
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We  have  concluded  to  send  General  Sigel  to 
Harper's  Ferry,  so  that  what  I  telegraphed  you 
about  him  this  morning  is  revoked.  Dix  goes 
to  Fort  Monroe  to-night.  A.  LINCOLN. 

Telegram  from  Secretary  Stanton  to  Gen- 
eral N.  P.  Banks 

Washington,  June  i,  1862. 
Major-General  Banks,  Williamsport:  Ma- 
jor-General Sigel  has  been  assigned  to  command 
of  the  troops  at  Harper's  Ferry,  numbering 
about  10,000,  and  directed  to  report  to  you. 
That  force  has  been  added  to  your  command, 
and  it  will  receive  further  additions.  Imme- 
diately on  his  arrival  at  Harper's  Ferry — for 
which  place  he  will  start  this  evening — the  Pres- 
ident desires  you  to  assume  actively  the  offensive 
against  the  retreating  enemy  without  the  loss  of 
an  hour.  You  will  please  communicate  with 
General  Sigel  as  speedily  as  possible.  You  will, 
of  course,  see  that  Harper's  Ferry  is  left  secure. 
Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 

Telegram  to  General  G.  B.  McClellan 

Washington,  June  3,  1862. 
Major-General  McClellan:     With  these  con- 
tinuous rains  I  am  very  anxious  about  the  Chick- 
ahominy — so   close   in   your   rear  and   crossing 
your  line  of  communication.     Please  look  to  it. 

A.  Lincoln,  President. 
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Telegram  to  General  I.  McDowell 

Washington,  June  3,  1862.     6.15  p.m. 
Major-General  McDowell,  Front  Royal,  Va.: 

Anxious  to  know  whether  Shields  can  head 
or  flank  Jackson.  Please  tell  about  where 
Shields  and  Jackson,  respectively,  are  at  the 
time  this  reaches  you. 

A.  Lincoln. 

Letter  from  the  President's  Private  Secre- 
tary to  Judge- Advocate  Lee 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  June  4,  1862. 
Dear  Sir:  The  President  directs  me  to  say 
that  the  rules  of  law  stated  in  your  within  letter 
are  correct  and  approved  by  him,  and  that  he 
desires  them  to  be  followed.  The  order  in 
Captain  Cothran's  case,  mentioned  in  your  let- 
ter, was  evidently  an  oversight,  and  is  not  to 
be  regarded  as  a  precedent.     Yours  truly, 

JNO.  G.  NICOLAY,  Private  Secretary. 

Message  to  the  House  of  Representatives, 

June  4,  1862 

To  the  House  of  Representatives :  I  transmit 
herewith  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  in 
answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  2d  of  June,  in  relation  to  the 
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authority  and  action  of  the  Hon.  Edward  Stan- 
ley, military  governor  of  North  Carolina. 

Abraham  Lincoln. 

Telegram  to  General  H.  W.  Halleck 

Washington,  June  4,  1862. 
Major-General  Halleck,  Corinth:  Your  de- 
spatch of  to-day  to  Secretary  of  War  received. 
Thanks  for  the  good  news  it  brings.  Have  you 
anything  from  Memphis  or  other  parts  of  the 
Mississippi  River?     Please  answer. 

A.  Lincoln. 

Telegram  to  Governor  Johnson 
(Cipher.) 

Washington,  June  4,  1862. 
Hon.  Andrew  Johnson,  Nashville,   Tennessee: 

Do  you  really  wish  to  have  control  of  the 
question  of  releasing  rebel  prisoners  so  far  as 
they  may  be  Tennesseeans?  If  you  do,  please 
tell  us  so.     Your  answer  not  to  be  made  public. 

A.  Lincoln. 

Telegram  from  Secretary  Stanton  to  Gen- 
eral I.  McDowell 

(Cipher.) 

Washington,  June  6,  1862. 
Major-General  McDowell :     The    President 
directs  that  McCall's  division  be  sent  by  water 
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to  General  McClellan  immediately,  and  that 
you  place  such  force  at  Fredericksburg  by  the 
time  McCall  leaves  there  as  may,  in  your  judg- 
ment, be  necessary  to  hold  that  place.  In  respect 
to  the  operations  of  the  residue  of  your  force,  the 
President  reserves  directions,  to  be  given  as  soon 
as  he  determines. 

Transportation  has  been  ordered  up  the  Rap- 
pahannock from  here  and  from  Fortress  Mon- 
roe.    Adjutant-General  shall  issue  the  order. 

Edwin  M.  Stanton. 

Telegram  from  Secretary  Stanton  to  Gov- 
ernor Johnson 

Washington,  June  7,  1862. 
Governor  Johnson,  Nashville,  Tennessee: 

The  President  has  received  your  two  des- 
patches of  the  5th  instant.  He  approves  your 
proceedings  of  reprisal  against  the  secessionists. 

In  regard  to  the  release  of  the  rebel  prisoners, 
he  holds  the  question  as  to  the  time  when  ex- 
ecutive clemency  shall  be  exercised  under  con- 
sideration. It  has  always  been  the  design  of 
the  government  to  leave  the  exercise  of  that 
clemency  to  your  judgment  and  discretion  when- 
ever the  period  arrives  that  it  can  properly  be 
exercised. 

Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 
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Telegram  to  General  H.  W.  Halleck 

Washington,  June  8,  1862. 
Major-General  Halleck,  Corinth,  Mississippi: 
We  are  changing  one  of  the  departmental 
lines,  so  as  to  give  you  all  of  Kentucky  and 
Tennessee.  In  your  movement  upon  Chatta- 
nooga I  think  it  probable  that  you  include  some 
combination  of  the  force  near  Cumberland 
Gap  under  General  Morgan.     Do  you? 

A.  Lincoln. 

Telegram  to  General  N.  P.  Banks 

Washington,  June  9,  1862. 
Major-General  Banks,  Winchester:  We  are 
arranging  a  general  plan  for  the  valley  of  the 
Shenandoah,  and  in  accordance  with  this  you 
will  move  your  main  force  to  the  Shenandoah  at 
or  opposite  Front  Royal  as  soon  as  possible. 

A.  Lincoln. 
Telegram  to  General  Fremont 

Washington,  June  9,  1862. 
Major-General  Fremont:  Halt  at  Harrison- 
burg, pursuing  Jackson  no  farther.  Get  your 
force  well  in  hand  and  stand  on  the  defensive, 
guarding  against  a  movement  of  the  enemy 
either  back  toward  Strasburg  or  toward  Frank- 
lin, and  await  further  orders,  which  will  soon  be 
sent  you.  A.  Lincoln. 
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Telegram  to  Governor  Johnson 

(Cipher.) 

Washington,  June  9,  1862. 
Hon.  Andrew  Johnson,  Nashville,   Tennessee : 

Your  despatch  about  seizing  seventy  rebels  to 
exchange  for  a  like  number  of  Union  men  was 
duly  received.  I  certainly  do  not  disapprove 
the  proposition. 

A.  Lincoln. 

Telegram  from  Secretary  Stanton  to  Gen- 
eral A.  E.  Burnside 

Washington,  June  9,  1862. 
Major-General  Burnside,  Fortress  Monroe: 

Your  despatch  in  relation  to  the  gunboats  has 
been  laid  before  the  President.  He  has  directed 
the  Hunchback  and  Perry  to  remain  where  they 
are,  and  that  Goldsborough's  order  for  their  re- 
moval be  countermanded.  This  I  understand 
to  be  satisfactory  to  you.  I  should  be  glad  to 
have  a  detailed  statement  of  your  force  and  its 
position. 

Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 

Message  to  Congress,  June  10,  1862 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 
I  transmit  to  Congress  a  copy  of  a  treaty  for  the 
suppression  of  the  African  slave-trade,  between 
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the  United  States  and  her  Britannic  Majesty, 
signed  in  this  city  on  the  7th  of  April  last,  and 
the  ratifications  of  which  were  exchanged  at 
London  on  the  20th  ultimo. 

A  copy  of  the  correspondence  which  preceded 
the  conclusion  of  the  instrument,  between  the 
Secretary  of  State  and  Lord  Lyons,  her  Britan- 
nic Majesty's  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 
plenipotentiary,  is  also  herewith  transmitted. 

It  is  desirable  that  such  legislation  as  may  be 
necessary  to  carry  the  treaty  into  effect  should 
be  enacted  as  soon  as  may  comport  with  the  con- 
venience of  Congress. 

Abraham  Lincoln. 

Telegram    from     Secretary     Stanton    to 
General  J.  C.  Fremont 

Washington,  June  12,  1862.     11  a.m. 

Major-General  Fremont:  Your  despatch  of 
yesterday  to  the  President  has  just  been  received. 

He  directs  me  to  say  that  Mount  Jackson  will 
serve  the  purpose  he  had  in  view  as  well  as 
Harrisonburg,  except  that  it  does  not  so  well 
guard  against  the  enemy's  operations  toward 
western  Virginia.  But  if,  in  view  of  all  the  cir- 
cumstances, you  prefer  the  position  of  Mount 
Jackson,  you  will  occupy  it  instead  of  Harrison- 
burg. 

Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 
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Message  to  the  House  of  Representatives, 

June  12,  1862 

To  the  House  of  Representatives:  In  obedi- 
ence to  the  resolution  of  your  honorable  body  of 
the  9th  instant,  requesting  certain  information 
in  regard  to  the  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  State  of  California,  and  the  judge 
of  said  court,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a 
leter  of  the  Attorney-General,  with  copies  of 
two  other  letters,  and  of  an  indorsement  of  my 
own  upon  one  of  them,  all  which,  taken  together, 
contain  all  the  information  within  my  power  to 
give  upon  the  subject.       ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Telegram    from     Secretary     Stanton    to 
General  F.  Sigel 

Washington,  June  12,  1862. 

Major-General  Sigel,  Winchester:  Your 
despatches  of  yesterday  and  to-day  were  re- 
ceived. It  cannot  be  possible  that  Jackson  has 
any  such  reinforcement  as  thirty  or  thirty-five 
thousand. 

McClellan  telegraphs  that  two  regiments  of 
reinforcements  were  sent  from  Richmond  to 
Jackson. 

What  necessity  can  there  be  for  General 
Banks  to  fall  back  from  Front  Royal  and  his 
positions  until  Fremont  comes  up? 
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Does  it  not  leave  a  gap  for  Jackson  to  pass 
through  Front  Royal  as  before? 

The  President  directs  that  your  forces  and 
Banks's  shall  not  fall  back  from  Front  Royal 
and  their  present  positions  until  further  develop- 
ments. 

Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 

Letter  to  General  Fremont 

Washington,  June  12,  1862. 

Major-General  Fremont:  Accounts,  which 
we  do  not  credit,  represent  that  Jackson  is 
largely  reinforced  and  turning  upon  you.  Get 
your  forces  well  in  hand  and  keep  us  well  and 
frequently  advised;  and  if  you  find  yourself 
really  pressed  by  a  superior  force  of  the  enemy, 
fall  back  cautiously  toward  or  to  Winchester, 
and  we  will  have  in  due  time  Banks  in  position 
to  sustain  you.  Do  not  fall  back  upon  Harrison- 
burg unless  upon  tolerably  clear  necessity.  We 
understand  Jackson  is  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Shenandoah  from  you,  and  hence  cannot  in  any 
event  press  you  into  any  necessity  of  a  precipi- 
tate withdrawal. 

A.  Lincoln. 

P.  S.  Yours,  preferring  Mount  Jackson  to 
Harrisonburg,  is  just  received.  On  this  point 
use  your  discretion,  remembering  that  our  ob- 
ject is  to  give  such  protection  as  you  can   to 


1 862]  Message  to    Congress  219 

western  Virginia.  Many  thanks  to  yourself, 
officers,  and  men  for  the  gallant  battle  of  last 
Sunday.  A.  L. 

Message  to  the  House  of  Representatives, 

June  13,  1862 

Fellow-citizens  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives: I  herewith  transmit  a  memorial  ad- 
dressed and  presented  to  me  in  behalf  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  in  favor  of  enlarging  the 
locks  of  the  Erie  and  Oswego  canals.  While  I 
have  not  given,  nor  have  leisure  to  give,  the  sub- 
ject a  careful  examination,  its  great  importance 
is  obvious  and  unquestionable.  The  large 
amount  of  valuable  statistical  information  which 
is  collated  and  presented  in  the  memorial  will 
greatly  facilitate  the  mature  consideration  of 
the  subject,  which  I  respectfully  ask  for  it  at 
your  hands.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 

Letter  to  General  J.  C.  Fremont 

Washinton,  June  13,  1862. 
Major-General  Fremont:  We  cannot  afford 
to  keep  your  force  and  Banks's  and  McDowell's 
engaged  in  keeping  Jackson  south  of  Strasburg 
and  Front  Royal.  You  fought  Jackson  alone 
and  worsted  him.  He  can  have  no  substantial 
reinforcements  so  long  as  a  battle  is  pending  at 
Richmond.     Surely  you  and  Banks  in  support- 
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ing  distance  are  capable  of  keeping  him  from 
returning  to  Winchester.  But  if  Sigel  be  sent 
forward  to  you,  and  McDowell  (as  he  must) 
be  put  to  other  work,  Jackson  will  break 
through  at  Front  Royal  again.  He  is  already  on 
the  right  side  of  the  Shenandoah  to  do  it,  and 
on  the  wrong  side  of  it  to  attack  you.  The  or- 
ders already  sent  you  and  Banks  place  you  and 
him  in  the  proper  positions  for  the  work  as- 
signed you.  Jackson  cannot  move  his  whole 
force  on  either  of  you  before  the  other  can  learn 
of  it  and  go  to  his  assistance.  He  cannot  divide 
his  force,  sending  part  against  each  of  you,  be- 
cause he  will  be  too  weak  for  either.  Please  do 
as  I  directed  in  the  order  of  the  8th  and  my  de- 
spatch of  yesterday,  the  12th,  and  neither  you 
nor  Banks  will  be  overwhelmed  by  Jackson. 
By  proper  scout  lookouts,  and  beacons  of  smoke 
by  day  and  fires  by  night,  you  can  always  have 
timely  notice  of  the  enemy's  approach.  I  know 
not  as  to  you,  but  by  some  this  has  been  too  much 
neglected.  A.  Lincoln. 

Letter  to  General  G.  B.  McClellan 

War  Department,  June  15,  1862. 
My  dear  Sir:     The  night  between  your  two 
late  battles    of  Saturday  and  Sunday    I  went 
earnestly  to  work  to  find  a  way  of  putting  Gen- 
eral Wool's   force  under  your  control  without 
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wounding  any  one's  feelings.  But,  after  all, 
General  Dix  was  a  little  hurt  at  being  taken 
from  an  independent  command  and  put  in  a  de- 
pedent  one.  I  could  not  help  this  without  giving 
up  the  principal  object  of.  the  move.  So  soon 
as  you  can  (which  I  do  not  expect  is  yet) ,  I  wish 
you  to  give  me  the  benefit  of  your  suggestions  as 
to  how  an  independent  command  can  be  given 
him  without  detriment.  The  Secretary  of  War 
has  turned  over  to  me  your  despatch  about  send- 
ing McDowell  to  you  by  water  instead  of  by 
land.  I  now  fear  he  cannot  get  to  you  either 
way  in  time.  Shields's  division  has  got  so  ter- 
ribly out  of  shape,  out  at  elbows,  and  out  at  toes, 
that  it  will  require  a  long  time  to  get  it  in  again. 
I  expect  to  see  McDowell  within  a  day  or  two, 
when  I  will  again  talk  with  him  about  the  mode 
of  moving.  McCall's  division  has  nearly  or 
quite  reached  you  by  now.  This,  with  what  you 
get  from  General  Wool's  old  command,  and  the 
new  regiments  sent  you,  must  give  you  an  in- 
crease since  the  late  battles  of  over  twenty  thou- 
sand. Doubtless  the  battles  and  other  causes 
have  decreased  you  half  as  much  in  the  same 
time;  but  then  the  enemy  have  lost  as  many  in 
the  same  way.  I  believe  I  would  come  and  sec 
you  were  it  not  that  I  fear  my  presence  might 
divert  you  and  the  army  from  more  important 
matters.     Yours  truly,  A.  Lincoln. 
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Letter  to  General  J.  C.  Fremont 

War  Department,  June  15,  1862. 

MY  DEAR  SIR:  Your  letter  of  the  12th 
by  Colonel  Zagonyi  is  just  received. 
In  answer  to  the  principal  part  of  it, 
I  repeat  the  substance  of  an  order  of  the  8th 
and  one  or  two  telegraphic  despatches  sent  you 
since. 

We  have  no  indefinite  power  of  sending  rein- 
forcements; so  that  we  are  compelled  rather  to 
consider  the  proper  disposal  of  the  forces  we 
have  than  of  those  we  could  wish  to  have.  We 
may  be  able  to  send  you  some  dribs  by  degrees, 
but  I  do  not  believe  we  can  do  more.  As  you 
alone  beat  Jackson  last  Sunday,  I  argue  that  you 
are  stronger  than  he  is  to-day,  unless  he  has  been 
reinforced;  and  that  he  cannot  have  been  ma- 
terially reinforced,  because  such  reinforcement 
could  only  have  come  from  Richmond,  and  he 
is  much  more  likely  to  go  to  Richmond  than 
Richmond  is  to  come  to  him.  Neither  is  very 
likely.  I  think  Jackson's  game — his  assigned 
work — now  is  to  magnify  the  accounts  of  his 
numbers  and  reports  of  his  movements,  and  thus 
by  constant  alarms  keep  three  or  four  times  as 
many  of  our  troops  away  from  Richmond  as  his 
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own  force  amounts  to.  Thus  he  helps  his  friends 
at  Richmond  three  or  four  times  as  much  as  if  he 
were  there.  Our  game  is  not  to  allow  this.  Ac- 
cordingly, by  the  order  of  the  8th,  I  directed  you 
to  halt  at  Harrisonburg,  rest  your  force,  and 
get  it  well  in  hand,  the  objects  being  to 
guard  against  Jackson's  returning  by  the  same 
route  to  the  upper  Potomac,  over  which  you 
have  just  driven  him  out,  and  at  the  same  time 
give  some  protection  against  a  raid  into  West 
Virginia.  Already  I  have  given  you  discretion 
to  occupy  Mount  Jackson  instead,  if,  on  full 
consideration,  you  think  best.  I  do  not  believe 
Jackson  will  attack  you,  but  certainly  he  can- 
not attack  you  by  surprise ;  and  if  he  comes  upon 
you  in  superior  force,  you  have  but  to  notify  us, 
fall  back  cautiously,  and  Banks  will  join  you  in 
due  time.  But  while  we  know  not  whether  Jack- 
son will  move  at  all,  or  by  what  route,  we  can- 
not safely  put  you  and  Banks  both  on  the  Stras- 
burg  line,  and  leave  no  force  on  the  Front  Royal 
line — the  very  line  upon  which  he  prosecuted 
his  late  raid.  The  true  policy  is  to  place  one  of 
you  on  one  line  and  the  other  on  the  other,  in 
such  positions  that  you  can  unite  once  you  actu- 
ally find  Jackson  moving  upon  it.  And  this  is 
precisely  what  we  are  doing.  This  protects  that 
part  of  our  frontier,  so  to  speak,  and  liberates 
McDowell  to  go  to  the  assistance  of  McClellan. 
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I  have  arranged  this,  and  am  very  unwilling  to 
have  it  deranged.  While  you  have  only  asked 
for  Sigel,  I  have  spoken  only  of  Banks,  and  this 
because  Sigel's  force  is  now  the  principal  part 
of  Banks's  force.  About  transferring  General 
Schenck's  command,  the  purchase  of  supplies, 
and  the  promotion  and  appointment  of  officers, 
mentioned  in  your  letter,  I  will  consult  with  the 
Secretary  of  War  to-morrow.      A.  LINCOLN. 

Letter  to  General  J.  C.  Fremont 

Washington,  June  16,  1862. 
Major-General  Fremont,  Mount  Jackson,  Va.: 

Your  despatch  of  yesterday,  reminding  me  of 
a  supposed  understanding  that  I  wrould  furnish 
you  a  corps  of  35,000  men,  and  asking  of  me  the 
"fulfilment  of  this  understanding,"  is  received. 
I  am  ready  to  come  to  a  fair  settlement  of  ac- 
counts with  you  on  the  fulfilment  of  under- 
standings. 

Early  in  March  last,  when  I  assigned  you  to 
the  command  of  the  Mountain  Department,  I 
did  tell  you  I  would  give  you  all  the  force  I 
could,  and  that  I  hoped  to  make  it  reach  35,000. 
You  at  the  same  time  told  me  that  within  a 
reasonable  time  you  would  seize  the  railroad  at 
or  east  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  if  you  could.  There 
was  then  in  the  department  a  force  supposed  to 
be  25,000,  the  exact  number  as  well  known  to 
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you  as  to  me.  After  looking  about  two  or  three 
days,  you  called  and  distinctly  told  me  that  if  I 
would  add  the  Blenker  division  to  the  force  al- 
ready in  the  department,  you  would  undertake 
the  job.  The  Blenker  division  contained  10,000, 
and  at  the  expense  of  great  dissatisfaction  to 
General  McClellan  I  took  it  from  his  army  and 
gave  it  to  you.  My  promise  was  literally  ful- 
filled. I  have  given  you  all  I  could,  and  I 
have  given  you  very  nearly,  if  not  quite,  35,000. 
Now  for  yours.  On  the  23d  of  May,  largely 
over  two  months  afterward,  you  were  at  Frank- 
lin, Va.,  not  within  300  miles  of  Knoxville,  nor 
within  80  miles  of  any  part  of  the  railroad  east 
of  it,  and  not  moving  forward,  but  telegraphing 
here  that  you  could  not  move  for  lack  of  every- 
thing. Now,  do  not  misunderstand  me.  I  do 
not  say  you  have  not  done  all  you  could.  I  pre- 
sume you  met  unexpected  difficulties;  and  I  beg 
you  to  believe  that  as  surely  as  you  have  done 
your  best,  so  have  I.  I  have  not  the  power  now 
to  fill  up  your  corps  to  35,000.  I  am  not  de- 
manding of  you  to  do  the  work  of  35,000.  I  am 
only  asking  of  you  to  stand  cautiously  on  the  de- 
fensive, get  your  force  in  order,  and  give  such 
protection  as  you  can  to  the  valley  of  the  Shenan- 
doah and  to  western  Virginia.  Have  you  re- 
ceived orders,  and  will  you  act  upon  them? 

A.  Lincoln. 
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Letter  to  General  C.  Schurz 

Washington,  June  16,  1862. 
Brigadier-General  Schurz, Mount  Jackson,  Va.: 

Your  long  letter  is  received.  The  informa- 
tion you  give  is  valuable.  You  say  it  is  fortu- 
nate that  Fremont  did  not  intercept  Jackson; 
that  Jackson  had  the  superior  force,  and  would 
have  overwhelmed  him.  If  this  is  so,  how  hap- 
pened it  that  Fremont  fairly  fought  and  routed 
him  on  the  8th?  Or  is  the  account  that  he  did 
fight  and  route  him  false  and  fabricated?  Both 
General  Fremont  and  you  speak  of  Jackson  hav- 
ing beaten  Shields.  By  our  accounts  he  did  not 
beat  Shields.  He  had  no  engagement  with 
Shields.  He  did  meet  and  drive  back  with 
disaster  about  2,000  of  Shields's  advance  till  they 
were  met  by  an  additional  brigade  of  Shields's, 
when  Jackson  himself  turned  and  retreated. 
Shields  himself  and  more  than  half  his  force 
were  not  nearer  than  twenty  miles  to  any  of  it. 

A.  Lincoln. 

Message  to  the  House  of  Representatives, 

June  17,  1862 

To  the  House  of  Representatives:  The  reso- 
lution of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
9th  instant,  asking  whether  any  legislation  is 
necessary  in  order  to  give  effect  to  the  provisions 
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of  the  Act  of  April  16,  1862,  providing  for  the 
reorganization  of  the  medical  department  of  the 
army,  was  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
whose  report  thereon  is  hereby  communicated. 

Abraham  Lincoln. 

Telegram    from     Secretary     Stanton    to 
General  F.  Sigel 

Washington,  June  17,  1862. 
General  Sigel,  Winchester:     The   forces   at 
Front  Royal  are  there  by  order  of  the  President. 
When  he  desires  their  position  to  be  changed, 
the  order  will  be  given  by  him. 

Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 

Telegram    from    Secretary    Stanton    to 
General  J.  C.  Fremont 

Washington,  June  17,  1862. 
Major-General  Fremont,  Mount  Jackson:  It 
is  reported  here  that  you  understand  the  Presi- 
dent's order  to  you  as  requiring  you  to  remain  at 
Mount  Jackson.  The  President  directs  me  to 
say  that  he  does  wish  you  to  hold  your  position 
at  Mount  Jackson  if  you  can  safely  do  so;  but, 
if  pressed  beyond  your  strength,  that  you  will 
then  fall  back  toward  Strasburg,  for  support 
from  General  Banks.  General  Banks  is  now 
here,  and  will  see  you  immediately  upon  his  re- 
turn to  his  command. 

Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 
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Telegram  to  General  H.  W.  Halleck 

Washington,  June  18,  1862. 
Major-General  Halleck,  Corinth,  Miss.: 

It  would  be  of  both  interest  and  value  to  us 
here  to  know  how  the  expedition  toward  East 
Tennessee  is  progressing,  if  in  your  judgment 
you  can  give  us  the  information  with  safety. 

A.  Lincoln. 

Telegrams  to  General  G.  B.  McClellan 

War  Department,  June  18,  1862. 

Major-General  McClellan:  Yours  of  to-day, 
making  it  probable  that  Jackson  has  been  rein- 
forced by  about  10,000  from  Richmond,  is  cor- 
roborated by  a  despatch  from  General  King  at 
Fredericksburg,  saying  a  Frenchman,  just  ar- 
rived from  Richmond,  by  way  of  Gordonsville, 
met  10,000  to  15,000  passing  through  the  latter 
place  to  join  Jackson. 

If  this  is  true,  it  is  as  good  as  a  reinforce- 
ment to  you  of  an  equal  force.  I  could  better 
dispose  of  things  if  I  could  know  about  what 
day  you  can  attack  Richmond,  and  would  be 
glad  to  be  informed,  if  you  think  you  can  in- 
form me  with  safety.  A.  LINCOLN. 

Washington,  June   19,    1862. 
Major-General  McClellan:     Yours    of    last 
night  just  received,  and  for  which  I  thank  you. 
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If  large  reinforcements  are  going  from  Rich- 
mond to  Jackson,  it  proves  one  of  two  things: 
either  that  they  are  very  strong  at  Richmond,  or 
do  not  mean  to  defend  the  place  desperately. 

On  reflection,  I  do  not  see  how  reinforcements 
from  Richmond  to  Jackson  could  be  in  Gordons- 
ville,  as  reported  by  the  Frenchman  and  your 
deserters.    Have  not  all  been  sent  to  deceive? 

A.  Lincoln. 

Washington  City,  June  20,  1862. 

Major-Genera!  McClellan:  We  have  this 
morning  sent  you  a  despatch  of  General  Sigel 
corroborative  of  the  proposition  that  Jackson  is 
being  reinforced  from  Richmond.  This  may  be 
reality,  and  yet  may  only  be  contrivance  for  de- 
ception, and  to  determine  which  is  perplexing. 
If  we  knew  it  was  not  true,  we  could  send  you 
some  more  force;  but  as  the  case  stands  we  do 
not  think  we  safely  can.  Still,  we  will  watch  the 
signs  and  do  so  if  possible. 

In  regard  to  a  contemplated  execution  of 
Captains  Spriggs  and  Triplett  the  government 
has  no  information  whatever,  but  will  inquire 
and  advise  you.  A.  Lincoln. 

Washington,  June  21,  1862.     6  p.  m. 
Major-General  George  B.  McClellan:  Your 
despatch  of  yesterday   (2  P.  M.)   was  received 
this  morning.    If  it  would  not  divert  too  much 
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of  your  time  and  attention  from  the  army  under 
your  immediate  command,  I  would  be  glad  to 
have  your  views  as  to  the  present  state  of  mili- 
tary affairs  throughout  the  whole  country,  as 
you  say  you  would  be  glad  to  give  them.  I 
would  rather  it  should  be  by  letter  than  by  tele- 
graph, because  of  the  better  chance  of  secrecy. 
As  to  the  numbers  and  positions  of  the  troops 
not  under  your  command  in  Virginia  and  else- 
where, even  if  I  could  do  it  with  accuracy, 
which  I  cannot,  I  would  rather  not  transmit 
either  by  telegraph  or  letter,  because  of  the 
chances  of  its  reaching  the  enemy.  I  would  be 
very  glad  to  talk  with  you,  but  you  cannot  leave 
your  camp,  and  I  cannot  well  leave  here. 

A.  Lincoln,  President. 

Telegram  to  General  N.  P.  Banks 

War  Department,  June  22,  1862. 
Major-General  Banks,  Middletown:  I  am 
very  glad  you  are  looking  well  to  the  west  for 
a  movement  of  the  enemy  in  that  direction.  You 
know  my  anxiety  on  that  point.  All  was  quiet 
at    General  McClellan's  headquarters  at    two 

o'clock  to-day. 

A.  Lincoln. 

Message  to  the  Senate,  June  23,  1862 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States:     The  bill 
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which  has  passed  the  House  of  Representatives 
and  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  that 
part  of  an  Act  of  Congress  which  prohibits  the 
circulation  of  bank-notes  of  a  less  denomination 
that  five  dollars  in  the  District  of  Columbia," 
has  received  my  attentive  consideration,  and  I 
now  return  it  to  the  Senate,  in  which  it  origin- 
ated, with  the  following  objections : 

1.  The  bill  proposes  to  repeal  the  existing 
legislation  prohibiting  the  circulation  of  bank- 
notes of  a  less  denomination  than  five  dollars 
within  the  District  of  Columbia,  without  per- 
mitting the  issuing  of  such  bills  by  banks  not 
now  legally  authorized  to  issue  them.  In  my 
judgment,  it  will  be  found  impracticable,  in  the 
present  condition  of  the  currency,  to  make  such 
a  discrimination.  The  banks  have  generally 
suspended  specie  payments;  and  a  legal  sanction 
given  to  the  circulation  of  the  irredeemable 
notes  of  one  class  of  them  will  almost  certainly 
be  so  extended,  in  practical  operation,  as  to  in- 
clude those  of  all  classes,  whether  authorized  or 
unauthorized.  If  this  view  be  correct,  the  cur- 
rency of  the  District,  should  this  act  become  a 
law,  will  certainly  and  greatly  deteriorate,  to 
the  serious  injury  of  honest  trade  and  honest 
labor. 

2.  This  bill  seems  to  contemplate  no  end 
which  cannot  be  otherwise  more  certainly  and 
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beneficially  attained.  During  the  existing  war 
it  is  peculiarly  the  duty  of  the  National  Govern- 
ment to  secure  to  the  people  a  sound  circulating 
medium.  This  duty  has  been,  under  existing 
circumstances,  satisfactorily  performed,  in  part 
at  least,  by  authorizing  the  issue  of  United 
States  notes,  receivable  for  all  government  dues 
except  customs,  and  made  a  legal  tender  for  all 
debts,  public  and  private,  except  interest  on  pub- 
lic debt.  The  object  of  the  bill  submitted  to  me 
— namely,  that  of  providing  a  small  note  cur- 
rency during  the  present  suspension — can  be 
fully  accomplished  by  authorizing  the  issue — as 
part  of  any  new  emission  of  United  States  notes 
made  necessary  by  the  circumstances  of  the 
country — of  notes  of  a  similar  character,  but  of 
less  denomination,  than  five  dollars.  Such 
an  issue  would  answer  all  the  beneficial 
purposes  of  the  bill,  would  save  a  considerable 
amount  to  the  treasury  in  interest,  would  greatly 
facilitate  payments  to  soldiers  and  other  cred- 
itors of  small  sums,  and  would  furnish  to  the 
people  a  currency  as  safe  as  their  own  govern- 
ment. 

Entertaining  these  objections  to  the  bill,  I  feel 
myself  constrained  to  withhold  from  it  my  ap- 
proval, and  return  it  for  the  further  considera- 
tion and  action  of  Congress. 

Abraham  Lincoln. 
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Letter  from  General  Scott  to  the  Presi- 
dent 

West  Point,  June '24,   1862. 

The  President,  having  stated  to  me,  orally, 
the  present  numbers  and  positions  of  our  forces 
in  front  of  the  rebel  armies  south  and  south- 
west of  the  Potomac,  has  done  me  the  honor  to 
ask  my  views  in  writing  as  to  the  further  dis- 
positions now  to  be  made  of  the  former,  and  par- 
ticularly of  the  army  under  McDowell,  toward 
the  suppression  of  the  rebellion. 

Premising  that,  although  the  statements  of  the 
President  were  quite  full  and  most  distinct  and 
lucid,  yet  from  my  distance  from  the  scenes  of 
operations,  and  not  having  recently  followed 
them  up  with  closeness,  many  details  are  still 
wanting  to  give  professional  value  to  my  sug- 
gestions, I  shall,  nevertheless,  with  great  defer- 
ence proceed  to  offer  such  as  most  readily  occur 
to  me,  each  of  which  has  been  anticipated  by 
the  President. 

I  consider  the  numbers  and  positions  of  Fre- 
mont and  Banks  adequate  to  the  protection  of 
Washington  against  any  force  the  enemy  can 
bring  by  the  way  of  the  upper  Potomac,  and  the 
troops  at  Manassas  Junction,  with  the  garrisons 
of  the  forts  on  the  Potomac  and  of  Washington, 
equally  adequate  to  its  protection  on  the  south. 
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The  force  at  Fredericksburg  seems  entirely 
out  of  position,  and  it  cannot  be  called  up  di- 
rectly and  in  time  by  McClellan,  from  the  want 
of  railroad  transportation,  or  an  adequate  supply 
train  moved  by  animals.  If,  however,  there  be 
a  sufficient  number  of  vessels  at  hand,  that  force 
might  reach  the  head  of  York  River,  by  water, 
in  time  to  aid  in  the  operations  against  Rich- 
mond; or,  in  the  very  improbable  case  of  disaster 
there,  to  serve  as  a  valuable  reinforcement  to 
McClellan.  The  defeat  of  the  rebels  at  Rich- 
mond, or  their  forced  retreat  thence,  combined 
with  our  previous  victories,  would  be  a  virtual 
end  of  the  rebellion,  and  soon  restore  entire  Vir- 
ginia to  the  Union. 

The  remaining  important  points  to  be  oc- 
cupied by  us  are  Mobile,  Charleston,  Chat- 
tanooga.   These  must  soon  come  into  our  hands. 

McDowell's  force  at  Manassas  might  be  or- 
dered to  Richmond  by  the  Potomac  and  York 
rivers,  and  be  replaced  at  Manassas  by  King's 
brigade,  if  there  be  adequate  transports  at  or 
near  Alexandria.     Most  respectfully  submitted, 

Winfield  Scott. 
Letter  to  General  G.  B.  McClellan 

Washington,  June  26,  1862. 
Major-General     McClellan:       Your     three 
despatches  of  yesterday  in  relation  to  the  affair, 
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ending  with  the  statement  that  you  completely 
succeeded  in  making  your  point,  are  very  grati- 
fying. The  later  one  of  6.15  P.  M.,  suggesting 
the  probability  of  your  being  overwhelmed  by 
200,000,  and  talking  of  where  the  responsibility 
will  belong,  pains  me  very  much.  I  give  you 
all  I  can,  and  act  on  the  presumption  that  you 
will  do  the  best  you  can  with  what  you  have, 
while  you  continue,  ungenerously  I  think,  to 
assume  that  I  could  give  you  more  if  I  would. 
I  have  omitted  and  shall  omit  no  opportunity  to 
send  you  reinforcements    whenever    I  possibly 

can*  A.  Lincoln. 

P.  S.  General  Pope  thinks  if  you  fall  back  it 
would  be  much  better  toward  York  River  than 
toward  the  James.  As  Pope  now  has  charge  of 
the  capital,  please  confer  with  him  through  the 
telegraph. 

Order  Constituting  the  Army  of  Virginia 

Executive  Mansion,  June  26,  1862. 

Ordered — 1st.  The  forces  under  Major- 
Generals  Fremont,  Banks,  and  McDowell, 
including  the  troops  now  under  Brigadier- 
General  Sturgis  at  Washington,  shall  be  consoli- 
dated and  form  one  army,  to  be  called  the  Army 
of  Virginia. 

2d.  The  command  of  the  Army  of  Virginia 
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is  specially  assigned  to  Major-General  John 
Pope,  as  commanding  general.  The  troops  of 
the  Mountain  Department,  heretofore  under 
command  of  General  Fremont,  shall  constitute 
the  First  Army  Crops,  under  the  command  of 
General  Fremont;  the  troops  of  the  Shenandoah 
Department,  now  under  General  Banks,  shall 
constitute  the  Second  Army  Corps,  and  be  com- 
manded by  him;  the  troops  under  the  command 
of  General  McDowell,  except  those  within  the 
fortifications  and  city  of  Washington,  shall  form 
the  Third  Army  Corps,  and  be  under  his  com- 
mand. 

3d.  The  Army  of  Virginia  shall  operate  in 
such  manner  as,  while  protecting  western  Vir- 
ginia and  the  national  capital  from  danger  or 
insult,  it  shall  in  the  speediest  manner  attack 
and  overcome  the  rebel  forces  under  Jackson 
and  Ewell,  threaten  the  enemy  in  the  direction 
of  Charlottesville,  and  render  the  most  effective 
aid  to  relieve  General  McClellan  and  capture 
Richmond. 

4th.  When  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  and  the 
Army  of  Virginia  shall  be  in  position  to  com- 
municate and  directly  cooperate  at  or  before 
Richmond,  the  chief  command,  while  so  oper- 
ating together,  shall  be  governed,  as  in  like 
cases,  by  the  Rules  and  Articles  of  War. 

A.  Lincoln. 
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Letter  to  John  W.  Crisfield 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  June  26,  1862. 

MY  DEAR  SIR:  I  have  been  consider- 
ing the  appeal  made  by  yourself  and 
Senator  Pearce  in  behalf  of  Judge 
Carmichael.  His  charge  to  the  Grand  Jury  was 
left  with  me  by  the  senator,  and  on  reading  it  I 
must  confess  I  was  not  very  favorably  impressed 
toward  the  judge.  The  object  of  the  charge,  I 
understand,  was  to  procure  prosecution  and  pun- 
ishment of  some  men  for  arresting  or  doing  vio- 
lence to  some  secessionists — that  is,  the  judge 
was  trying  to  help  a  little  by  giving  the  protec- 
tion of  law  to  those  who  were  endeavoring  to 
overthrow  the  supreme  law — trying  if  he  could 
find  a  safe  place  for  certain  men  to  stand  on  the 
Constitution,  whilst  they  should  stab  it  in  an- 
other place. 

But  possibly  I  am  mistaken. 

The  Secretary  of  War  and  I  have  agreed  that 
if  the  judge  will  take  the  oath  of  allegiance 
usually  taken  in  such  cases,  he  may  be  dis- 
charged. Please  ascertain  and  inform  me 
whether  he  will  do  it.     Yours  very  truly, 

A.  Lincoln. 
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Telegram    from    Secretary    Stanton    to 
General  H.  W.  Halleck 

War  Department,  June  28,  1862. 
Major-General  Halleck:  The  enemy  have 
concentrated  in  such  force  at  Richmond  as  to 
render  it  absolutely  necessary,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  President,  for  you  immediately  to  detach 
25,000  of  your  force  and  forward  it  by  the  near- 
est and  quickest  route  by  way  of  Baltimore  and 
Washington  to  Richmond.  It  is  believed  that 
the  quickest  route  would  be  by  way  of  Columbus, 
Ky.,  and  up  the  Ohio  River.  But  in  detaching 
your  force  the  President  directs  that  it  be  done 
in  such  a  way  as  to  enable  you  to  hold  your 
ground  and  not  interfere  with  the  movement 
against  Chattanooga  and  East  Tennessee.  This 
condition  being  observed,  the  forces  to  be  de- 
tached and  the  routes  they  are  to  be  sent  are  left 
to  your  own  judgment.  The  direction  to  send 
these  forces  immediately  is  rendered  imperative 
by  a  serious  reverse  suffered  by  General  McClel- 
lan  before  Richmond  yesterday,  the  full  extent  of 
which  is  not  yet  known.  You  will  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  this  despatch,  stating  the  day  and 
hour  it  is  received,  and  inform  me  what  your 
action  will  be,  so  that  we  may  take  measures  to 
aid  in  river  and  railroad  transportation. 

Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 
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Telegrams  to  General  A.  E.  Burnside 

Washington,  June  28,  1862. 
General  Burnside:     I  think  you  had  better  go, 
with  any  reinforcements  you  can  spare",  to  Gen- 
eral McClellan.  A.  Lincoln. 

War  Department,  June  28,  1862. 
Major-General  Burnside,  Newbern:  We 
have  intelligence  that  General  McClellan  has 
been  attacked  in  large  force  and  compelled  to 
fall  back  toward  the  James  River.  We  are  not 
advised  of  his  exact  condition,  but  the  President 
directs  that  you  shall  send  him  all  the  reinforce- 
ments from  your  command  to  the  James  River 
that  you  can  safely  do  without  abandoning  your 
own  position.  Let  it  be  infantry  entirely,  as  he 
said  yesterday  that  he  had  cavalry  enough. 
Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 

Telegram  to  General  G.  B.  McClellan1 

War  Department,  June  28,  1862. 

Major-General  McClellan :  Save  your  army, 
at  all  events.     Will  send  reinforcements  as  fast 

1  McClellan  had  planned  to  make  an  advance  June  26th,  but 
on  that  day  was  attacked  by  Lee.  McDowell  had  been  detained 
to  defend  Washington,  and  Banks  had  been  driven  out  of  the 
Shenandoah.  McClellan  was  thus  cut  off  from  his  base  on  York 
River.  He  set  out  to  establish  a  new  one  on  the  James  River 
and  after  six  days'  hard  fighting  won  the  victory  of  Malvern 
Hill,  July  1st.  Military  critics  agree  that  McClellan's  retreat 
from  Richmond  was  brilliant  in  the  extreme. 
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as  we  can.  Of  course  they  cannot  reach  you  to- 
day, to-morrow,  or  next  day.  I  have  not  said 
you  were  ungenerous  for  saying  you  needed  rein- 
forcements. I  thought  you  were  ungenerous  in 
assuming  that  I  did  not  send  them  as  fast  as  I 
could.  I  feel  any  misfortune  to  you  and  your 
army  quite  as  keenly  as  you  feel  it  yourself.  If 
you  have  had  a  drawn  battle,  or  a  repulse,  it  is 
the  price  we  pay  for  the  enemy  not  being 
in  Washington.  We  protected  Washington, 
and  the  enemy  concentrated  on  you.  Had  we 
stripped  Washington,  he  would  have  been  upon 
us  before  the  troops  could  have  gotten  to  you. 
Less  than  a  week  ago  you  notified  us  that  rein- 
forcements were  leaving  Richmond  to  come  in 
front  of  us.  It  is  the  nature  of  the  case,  and 
neither  you  nor  the  government  is  to  blame. 
Please  tell  at  once  the  present  condition  and 
aspect  of  things. 

A.  Lincoln. 
Letter  to  Secretary  Seward 

Executive  Mansion,  June  28,  1862. 
My  dear  Sir:     My  view  of  the  present  condi- 
tion of  the  war  is  about  as  follows: 

The  evacuation  of  Corinth  and  our  delay  by 
the  flood  in  the  Chickahominy  have  enabled  the 
enemy  to  concentrate  too  much  force  in  Rich- 
mond for  McClellan  to  successfully  attack.    In 
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fact  there  soon  will  be  no  substantial  rebel  force 
anywhere  else.  But  if  we  send  all  the  force 
from  here  to  McClellan,  the  enemy  will,  before 
we  can  know  of  it,  send  a  force  from  Richmond 
and  take  Washington.  Or  if  a  large  part  of  the 
western  army  be  brought  here  to  McClellan, 
they  will  let  us  have  Richmond,  and  retake  Ten- 
nessee, Kentucky,  Missouri,  etc.  What  should 
be  done  is  to  hold  what  we  have  in  the  West, 
open  the  Mississippi,  and  take  Chattanooga  and 
East  Tennessee  without  more.  A  reasonable 
force  should  in  every  event  be  kept  about  Wash- 
ington for  its  protection.  Then  let  the  country 
give  us  a  hundred  thousand  new  troops  in  the 
shortest  possible  time,  which,  added  to  Mc- 
Clellan directly  or  indirectly,  will  take  Rich- 
mond without  endangering  any  other  place 
which  we  now  hold,  and  will  substantially  end 
the  war.  I  expect  to  maintain  this  contest  until 
successful,  or  till  I  die,  or  am  conquered,  or  my 
term  expires,  or  Congress  or  the  country  forsake 
me;  and  I  would  publicly  appeal  to  the  country 
for  this  new  force  were  it  not  that  I  fear  a 
general  panic  and  stampede  would  follow,  so 
hard  it  is  to  have  a  thing  understood  as  it  really 
is.  I  think  the  new  force  should  be  all,  or  nearly 
all,  infantry,  principally  because  such  can  be 
raised  most  cheaply  and  quickly.  Yours  very 
truly,  A.  Lincoln. 
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Telegram  to  General  J.  A.  Dix 

War  Department,  June  28,  1862. 
General  Dix:  Communication  with  Mc- 
Clellan  by  White  House  is  cut  off.  Strain  every 
nerve  to  open  communication  with  him  by 
James  River,  or  any  other  way  you  can.  Report 
to  me.  A.  Lincoln. 

Telegram  to  Flag-Officer  L.   M.   Golds- 
borough 

Washington,  D.  C,  June  28,  1862. 
Flag-Officer  Goldsborougk,  Fort  Monroe: 
Enemy  has  cut  McClellan's  communication 
with  White  House,  and  is  driving  Stoneman 
back  on  that  point.  Do  what  you  can  for  him 
with  gunboats  at  or  near  that  place.  McClel- 
lan's main  force  is  between  the  Chickahominy 
and  the  James.  Also  do  what  you  can  to  com- 
municate with  him  and  support  him  there. 

A.  Lincoln. 

*Telegram  to  Governor  Morton 

War  Department,  June  28,  1862. 
Governor  O.  P.  Morton,  Indianapolis,  Ind.: 
Your  dispatch  of  to-day  is  just  received.  I  have 
no  recollection  of  either  John  R.  Cravens,  or 
Cyrus  M.  Allen,  having  been  named  to  me  for 
appointment  under  the  tax  law.    The  latter  par- 
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ticularly  has  been  my  friend,  and  I  am  sorry  to 
learn  that  he  is  not  yours.  No  appointment  has 
been  or  will  be  made  by  me  for  the  purpose  of 
stabbing  you.  A.  LINCOLN. 

Telegram  to  Secretary  Seward 

War  Department,  June  29,  1862.  6  p.m. 
Hon.  William  H.Seward,  Astor  House,  N.Y.: 
Not  much  more  than  when  you  left.  Ful- 
ton of  "Baltimore  American"  is  now  with  us. 
He  left  White  House  at  1 1  A.  M.  yesterday.  He 
conversed  fully  with  a  paymaster  who  was  with 
Porter's  force  during  the  fight  of  Friday  and  fell 
back  to  nearer  McClelland  quarters  just  a  little 
soonor  than  Porter  did,  seeing  the  whole  of  it; 
stayed  on  the  Richmond  side  of  the  Chicka- 
hominy  over  night,  and  left  for  White  House 
at  5  A.  M.  Saturday.  He  says  Porter  retired  in 
perfect  order  under  protection  of  the  guns  ar- 
ranged for  the  purpose,  under  orders  and  not 
from  necessity;  and  with  all  other  of  our  forces, 
except  what  was  left  on  purpose  to  go  to  White 
House,  was  safely  in  pontoons  over  the  Chicka- 
hominy  before  morning,  and  that  there  was 
heavy  firing  on  the  Richmond  side,  begun  at 
five  and  ceased  at  7  A.  M.  Saturday.  On  the 
whole,  I  think  we  have  had  the  better  of  it  up 
to  that  point  of  time.  What  has  happened  since 
we  still  know  not,  as  we  have  no  communication 
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with  General  McClellan.  A  despatch  from 
Colonel  Ingalls  shows  that  he  thinks  McClellan 
is  fighting  with  the  enemy  at  Richmond  to-day, 
and  will  be  to-morrow.  We  have  no  means 
of  knowing  upon  what  Colonel  Ingalls  founds 
his  opinion.  All  confirmed  about  saving  all 
property.  Not  a  single  unwounded  straggler 
came  back  to  White  House  from  the  field,  and 
the  number  of  wounded  reaching  there  up  to  11 
A.  M.  Saturday  was  not  large. 

A.  Lincoln. 

To  what  the  President  has  above  stated  I  will  only 
add  one  or  two  points  that  may  be  satisfactory  for 
you  to  know. 

First.  All  the  sick  and  wounded  were  safely  re- 
moved from  White  House;  not  a  man  left  behind. 

Second.  A  despatch  from  Burnside  shows  that  he 
is  in  condition  to  afford  efficient  support,  and  is  prob- 
ably doing  so. 

Third.  The  despatch  from  Colonel  Ingalls  im- 
presses me  with  the  conviction  that  the  movement  was 
made  by  General  McClellan  to  concentrate  on  Rich- 
mond, and  was  successful  to  the  latest  point  of  which 
we  have  any  information. 

Fourth.  Mr.  Fulton  says  that  on  Friday  night, 
between  twelve  and  one  o'clock,  General  McClellan 
telegraphed  Commodore  Goldsborough  that  the  re- 
sult of  the  movement  was  satisfactory  to  him. 

Fifth.     From  these  and  the   facts   stated  by  the 
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President,  my  inference   is  that  General  McClellan 
will  probably  be  in  Richmond  within  two  days. 

Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 


Telegram  to  Secretary  Seward 

War  Department,  June  30,  1862. 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward,  New  York:  We  are 
yet  without  communication  with  General  Mc- 
Clellan, and  this  absence  of  news  is  our  point 
of  anxiety.  Up  to  the  latest  point  to  which  we 
are  posted,  he  effected  everything  in  such  exact 
accordance  with  his  plan,  contingently  an- 
nounced to  us  before  the  battle  began,  that  we 
feel  justified  to  hope  that  he  has  not  failed  since. 
He  had  a  severe  engagement  in  getting  the  part 
of  his  army  on  this  side  of  the  Chickahominy 
over  to  the  other  side,  in  which  the  enemy  lost 
certainly  as  much  as  we  did.  We  are  not  dis- 
satisfied with  this,  only  that  the  loss  of  enemies 
does  not  compensate  for  the  loss  of  friends.  The 
enemy  cannot  come  below  White  House;  cer- 
tainly is  not  there  now,  and  probably  has  aban- 
doned the  whole  line.  Dix's  pickets  are  at  New 
Kent  Court  House.  A.  LINCOLN. 

Call  for  Troops 

New  York,  June  30,  1862. 
To  the  Governors  of  the  several  States:    The 
capture  of  New  Orleans,  Norfolk,  and  Corinth 
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by  the  national  forces  has  enabled  the  insur- 
gents to  concentrate  a  large  force  at  and  about 
Richmond,  which  place  we  must  take  with  the 
least  possible  delay;  in  fact,  there  will  soon  be 
no  formidable  insurgent  force  except  at  Rich- 
mond. With  so  large  an  army  there,  the  enemy 
can  threaten  us  on  the  Potomac  and  elsewhere. 
Until  we  have  reestablished  the  national  au- 
thority, all  these  places  must  be  held,  and  we 
must  keep  a  respectable  force  in  front  of  Wash- 
ington. But  this,  from  the  diminished  strength 
of  our  army  by  sickness  and  casualties,  renders 
an  addition  to  it  necessary  in  order  to  close  the 
struggle  which  has  been  prosecuted  for  the  last 
three  months  with  energy  and  success.  Rather 
than  hazard  the  misapprehension  of  our  military 
condition  and  of  groundless  alarm  by  a  call  for 
troops  by  proclamation,  I  have  deemed  it  best 
to  address  you  in  this  form.  To  accomplish  the 
object  stated,  we  require,  without  delay,  150,000 
men,  including  those  recently  called  for  by  the 
Secretary  of  War.  Thus  reinforced,  our  gallant 
army  will  be  enabled  to  realize  the  hopes  and 
expectations  of  the  government  and  the  people. 

A.  Lincoln. 

Telegram  to  General  J.  A.  Dix 

War  Department,  June  30,  1862 
Major-General  Dix,  Fort  Monroe:     Is  it  not 
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probable  the  enemy  have  abandoned  the  line 
between  White  House  and  McClellan's  rear? 
He  could  have  but  little  object  to  maintain  it, 
and  nothing  to  subsist  upon.  Would  not  Stone- 
man  better  move  up  and  see  about  it?  I  think  a 
telegraphic  communication  can  at  once  be 
opened  to  White  House  from  Williamsburg. 
The  wires  must  be  up  still.  A.  LINCOLN. 

Telegrams  to  General  H.  W.  Halleck 

War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 

June  30,  1862.  3  p.  m. 
Major-General  Halleck,  Corinth:  Your 
telegram  of  this  date  just  received.  The  Chat- 
tanooga expedition  must  not  on  any  account  be 
given  up.  The  President  regards  that  and  the 
movement  against  East  Tennessee  as  one  of  the 
most  important  movements  of  the  war,  and  its 
occupation  nearly  as  important  as  the  capture  of 
Richmond.  He  is  not  pleased  with  the  tardiness 
of  the  movement  toward  Chattanooga,  and 
directs  that  no  force  be  sent  here  if  you  cannot 
do  it  without  breaking  up  the  operations  against 
that  point  and  East  Tennessee.  Infantry  only 
are  needed;  our  cavalry  and  artillery  are  strong 
enough.  The  first  reports  from  Richmond  were 
more  discouraging  than  the  truth  warranted.  If 
the  advantage  is  not  on  our  side,  it  is  balanced. 
General  McClellan  has  moved  his  whole  force 
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on  the  line  of  the  James  River,  and  is  supported 
there  by  our  gunboats ;  but  he  must  be  largely 
strengthened  before  advancing,  and  hence  the 
call  on  you,  which  I  am  glad  you  answered  so 
promptly.  Let  me  know  to  what  point  on  the 
river  you  will  send  your  forces,  so  as  to  provide 
immediately  for  transportation. 

Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 

War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 

June  30,  1862. 
Major-General  Halleck,  Corinth,  Miss.: 
Would  be  very  glad  of  25,000  infantry;  no  artil- 
lery or  cavalry;  but  please  do  not  send  a  man  if 
it  endangers  any  place  you  deem  important  to 
hold,  or  if  it  forces  you  to  give  up  or  weaken  or 
delay  the  expedition  against  Chattanooga.  To 
take  and  hold  the  railroad  at  or  east  of  Cleve- 
land, in  East  Tennessee,  I  think  fully  as  impor- 
tant as  the  taking  and  holding  of  Richmond. 

A.  Lincoln. 

July  1,  1862. — Call  for  300,000  Volunteers 

June  28,  1862. 
The  undersigned,  governors  of  States  of  the  Union, 
impressed  with  the  belief  that  the  citizens  of  the 
States  which  they  respectively  represent  are  of  one 
accord  in  the  hearty  desire  that  the  recent  successes  of 
the  Federal  arms  may  be  followed  up  by  measures 
which   must    insure    the    speedy    restoration   of    the 
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Union,  and  believing  that,  in  view  of  the  present  state 
of  the  important  military  movements  now  in  progress, 
and  the  reduced  condition  of  our  effective  forces  in  the 
field,  resulting  from  the  usual  and  unavoidable  casual- 
ties in  the  service,  the  time  has  arrived  for  prompt  and 
vigorous  measures  to  be  adopted  by  the  people  in  sup- 
port of  the  great  interests  committed  to  your  charge, 
respectfully  request,  if  it  meets  with  your  entire  ap- 
proval, that  you  at  once  call  upon  the  several  States 
for  such  number  of  men  as  may  be  required  to  fill  up 
all  military  organizations  now  in  the  field,  and  add 
to  the  armies  heretofore  organized  such  additional 
number  of  men  as  may,  in  your  judgment,  be  necessary 
to  garrison  and  hold  all  the  numerous  cities  and  mili- 
tary positions  that  have  been  captured  by  our  armies, 
and  to  speedily  crush  the  rebellion  that  still  exists  in 
several  of  the  Southern  States,  thus  practically  restor- 
ing to  the  civilized  world  our  great  and  good  govern- 
ment. All  believe  that  the  decisive  moment  is  near  at 
hand,  and  to  that  end  the  people  of  the  United  States 
are  desirous  to  aid  promptly  in  furnishing  all  rein- 
forcements that  you  may  deem  needful  to  sustain  our 
government. 

Israel  Washburn,  Jr.,  Governor  of  Maine. 
H.  S.  Berry,  Governor  of  New  Hampshire. 
Frederick  Holbrook,  Governor  of  Vermont. 
William  A.   Buckingham,   Governor  of  Con- 
necticut. 

E.  D.  Morgan,  Governor  of  New  York. 
Charles  S.  Olden,  Governor  of  New  Jersey. 
A.  G.  Curtin,  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 
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A.  W.  Bradford,  Governor  of  Maryland. 
F.  H.  Pierpoint,  Governor  of  Virginia. 
Austin  Blair,  Governor  of  Michigan. 
J.  B.  Temple,  President  Military  Board  of  Ken- 
tucky. 

Andrew  Johnson,  Governor  of  Tennessee. 
H.  R.  Gamble,  Governor  of  Missouri. 
O.  P.  Morton,  Governor  of  Indiana. 
David  Todd,  Governor  of  Ohio. 
Alexander  Ramsey,  Governor  of  Minnesota. 
Richard  Yates,  Governor  of  Illinois. 
Edward  Salomon,  Governor  of  Wisconsin. 

The  President. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  July  i,  1862. 
Gentlemen:  Fully  concurring  in  the  wisdom 
of  the  views  expressed  to  me  in  so  patriotic  a 
manner  by  you,  in  the  communication  of  the 
twenty-eighth  day  of  June,  I  have  decided  to 
call  into  the  service  an  additional  force  of 
300,000  men.  I  suggest  and  recommend  that 
the  troops  should  be  chiefly  of  infantry.     The 

quota  of  your  State  would  be .   I  trust  that 

they  may  be  enrolled  without  delay,  so  as  to 
bring  this  unnecessary  and  injurious  civil  war 
to  a  speedy  and  satisfactory  conclusion.  An 
order  fixing  the  quotas  of  the  respective  States 
will  be  issued  by  the  War  Department  to- 
morrow. 

Abraham  Lincoln. 


c 
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Proclamation  Concerning  Taxes  in -Rebel- 
lious States,  July  1,  1862. 

By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of 

America: 

WHEREAS,  in  and  by  the  second  sec- 
tion of  an  act  of  Congress  passed  on 
the  seventh  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1862, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  collection  of  direct  taxes 
in  insurrectionary  districts  within  the  United 
States,  and  for  other  purposes,"  it  is  made  the 
duty  of  the  President  to  declare,  on  or  before  the 
first  day  of  July  then  next  following,  by  his 
proclamation,  in  what  States  and  parts  of  States 
insurrection  exists: 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known  that  I,  Abraham 
Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  do  hereby  declare  and  proclaim  that 
the  States  of  South  Carolina,  Florida,  Georgia, 
Alabama,  Louisiana,  Texas,  Mississippi,  Ar- 
kansas, Tennessee,  North  Carolina,  and  the 
State  of  Virginia  (except  the  following  coun- 
ties: Hancock,  Brooke,  Ohio,  Marshall,  Wet- 
zel, Marion,  Monongalia,  Preston,  Taylor, 
Pleasants,  Tyler,  Ritchie,  Doddridge,  Harrison, 
Wood,  Jackson,  Wirt,  Roane,  Calhoun,  Gilmer, 
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Barbour,  Tucker,  Lewis,  Braxton,  Upshur,  Ran- 
dolph, Mason,  Putnam,  Kanawha,  Clay,  Nicho- 
las, Cabell,  Wayne,  Boone,  Logan,  Wyoming, 
Webster,  Fayette,  and  Raleigh),  are  now  in  in- 
surrection and  rebellion,  and  by  reason  thereof 
the  civil  authority  of  the  United  States  is  ob- 
structed so  that  the  provisions  of  the  "Act  to 
provide  increased  revenue  from  imports,  to  pay 
the  interest  on  the  public  debt,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  approved  August  fifth,  eighteen 
hundred  and  sixty-one,  cannot  be  peaceably  exe- 
cuted; and  that  the  taxes  legally  chargeable 
upon  real  estate,  under  the  act  last  aforesaid, 
lying  within  the  States  and  parts  of  States  as 
aforesaid,  together  with  a  penalty  of  fifty  per 
centum  of  said  taxes,  shall  be  a  lien  upon  the 
tracts  or  lots  of  the  same,  severally  charged,  till 
paid. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  mv 
hand  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States 
to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this 

first  day  of  July,   in   the  year  of  our 

[l.  s.]    Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 

sixty-two,  and  of  the  independence  of 

the    United     States    of    America    the 

eighty-sixth.  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

By  the  President:     F.  W.  SEWARD,    Acting 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Message  to  Congress,  July  1,  1862 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 
I  most  cordially  recommend  that  Captain  An- 
drew H.  Foote,  of  the  United  States  Navy,  re- 
ceive a  vote  of  thanks  of  Congress  for  his  emi- 
nent services  in  organizing  the  flotilla  on  the 
western  waters,  and  for  his  gallantry  at  Fort 
Henry,  Fort  Donelson,  Island  Number  Ten, 
and  at  various  other  places,  whilst  in  command 
of  the  naval  forces,  embracing  a  period  of  near- 
ly ten  months. 

Abraham  Lincoln. 
Telegram  to  General  McClellan 

War  Department,  Wasington,  July  i,   1862. 

3:30  P.  M. 

Major-General  George  B.  McClellan:  It  is 
impossible  to  reinforce  you  for  your  present 
emergency.  If  we  had  a  million  of  men,  we 
could  not  get  them  to  you  in  time.  We  have 
not  the  men  to  send.  If  you  are  not  strong 
enough  to  face  the  enemy,  you  must  find  a  place 
of  security,  and  wait,  rest,  and  repair.  Main- 
tain your  ground  if  you  can,  but  save  the  army 
at  all  events,  even  if  you  fall  back  to  Fort 
Monroe.  We  still  have  strength  enough  in  the 
country,  and  will  bring  it  out. 

A.  Lincoln. 
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Telegram  to  Governor  Morgan 

War  Department,  July  2,  1862. 
Governor  E.  D.  Morgan,  Albany,  New  York: 

It  was  thought  safest  to  mark  high  enough. 
It  is  300,000.  A.  Lincoln. 

Letter  to  General  G.  B.  McClellan 

War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 

July  2,    1862. 

Major-General  McClellan:  Your  despatch 
of  Tuesday  morning  induces  me  to  hope  your 
army  is  having  some  rest.  In  this  hope  allow 
me  to  reason  with  you  a  moment.  When  you 
ask  for  50,000  men  to  be  promptly  sent  you,  you 
surely  labor  under  some  gross  mistake  of  fact. 
Recently  you  sent  papers  showing  your  disposal 
of  forces  made  last  spring  for  the  defense  of 
Washington,  and  advising  a  return  to  that  plan. 
I  find  it  included  in  and  about  Washington 
75,000  men.  Now,  please  be  assured  I  have  not 
men  enough  to  fill  that  very  plan  by  15,000.  All 
of  Fremont's  in  the  valley,  all  of  Banks's,  all  of 
McDowell's  not  with  you,  and  all  in  Washing- 
ton, taken  together,  do  not  exceed,  if  they  reach, 
60,000.  With  Wool  and  Dix  added  to  those 
mentioned,  I  have  not,  outside  of  your  army, 
75,000  men  east  of  the  mountains.  Thus  the 
idea  of  sending  you  50,000,  or  any  other  consid- 
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able  force,  promptly,  is  simply  absurd.  If,  in 
your  frequent  mention  of  responsibility,  you 
have  the  impression  that  I  blame  you  for  not  do- 
ing more  than  you  can,  please  be  relieved  of 
such  impression.  I  only  beg  that  in  like  man- 
ner you  will  not  ask  impossibilities  of  me.  If  you 
think  you  are  not  strong  enough  to  take  Rich- 
mond just  now,  I  do  not  ask  you  to  try  just  now. 
Save  the  army,  material  and  personal,  and  I  will 
strengthen  it  for  the  offensive  again  as  fast  as  I 
can.  The  governors  of  eighteen  States  offer  me 
a  new  levy  of  300,000,  which  I  accept. 

A.  Lincoln. 

Telegram  to  General  H.  W.  Halleck 

Washington,   D.   C,   July  2,    1862. 
Major-General  Halleck,  Corinth,  Mississippi: 

Your  several  despatches  of  yesterday  to  Sec- 
retary of  War  and  myself  received.  I  did  say, 
and  now  repeat,  I  would  be  exceedingly  glad 
for  some  reinforcements  from  you.  Still  do  not 
send  a  man  if  in  your  judgment  it  will  en- 
danger any  point  you  deem  important  to  hold, 
or  will  force  you  to  give  up  or  weaken  or  de- 
lay the  Chattanooga  expedition. 

Please  tell  me  could  you  not  make  me  a  fly- 
ing visit  for  consultation  without  endangering 
the  service  in  your  department. 

A.  Lincoln. 
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Message  to  the  Senate,  July  2,  1862 

Fellow  Citizens  of  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States:  I  herewith  return  to  your  honorable 
body,  in  which  it  originated,  an  act  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  for  additional  medical  officers 
of  the  volunteer  service,"  without  my  ap- 
proval. 

My  reason  for  so  doing  is  that  I  have  ap- 
proved an  act  of  the  same  title  passed  by  Con- 
gress after  the  passage  of  the  one  first  mentioned, 
for  the  express  purpose  of  correcting  errors  in 
and  superseding  the  same,  as  I  am  informed. 

Abraham  Lincoln. 

Circular  Letter  to  the  Governors 

(Private  and  Confidential.) 

War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 
July  3,  1862.     10.30  A.M. 
Governor   Washburn,  Maine   [and  other  gov- 
ernors^ : 
I  should  not  want  the  half  of  300,000  new 
troops  if  I  could  have  them  now.     If  I   had 
50,000  additional  troops  here  now,  I  believe  I 
could  substantially  close  the  war  in  two  weeks. 
But  time  is  everything,  and  if  I  get  50,000  new 
men  in  a  month,  I  shall  have  lost  20,000  old 
ones  during  the  same  month,  having  gained  only 
30,000,  with  the  difference  between  old  and  new 
troops  still  against  me.     The  quicker  you  send, 
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the  fewer  you  will  have  to  send.  Time  is  every- 
thing. Please  act  in  view  of  this.  The  enemy 
having  given  up  Corinth,  it  is  not  wonderful 
that  he  is  thereby  enabled  to  check  us  for  a  time 
at  Richmond. 

Yours  truly, 

A.  Lincoln. 

Letter  to  General  McClellan 

War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 

July  3,   1862. 

Major-General  George  B.  McClellan: 

Yours  of  5  130  yesterday  is  just  received.  I  am 
satisfied  that  yourself,  officers,  and  men  have 
done  the  best  you  could.  All  accounts  say  bet- 
ter fighting  was  never  done.  Ten  thousand 
thanks  for  it. 

On  the  28th  we  sent  General  Burnside  an 
order  to  send  all  the  force  he  could  spare  to  you. 
We  then  learned  that  you  had  requested  him  to 
go  to  Goldsborough ;  upon  which  we  said  to  him 
our  order  was  intended  for  your  benefit,  and  we 
did  not  wish  to  be  in  conflict  with  your  views. 

We  hope  you  will  have  help  from  him  soon. 
To-day  we  have  ordered  General  Hunter  to  send 
you  all  he  can  spare.  At  last  advices  General 
Halleck  thinks  he  cannot  send  reinforcements 
without  endangering  all  he  has  gained. 
Yours  truly, 

A.  Lincoln,  President. 
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Secretary  Stanton  to  General  Butler 

War   Department,   Washington   City, 

July  3,  1862. 

Major-General  B.  F.  Butler,  New  Orleans: 

I  wrote  you  last  under  date  of  the  29th  ultimo, 
and  have  now  to  say  that  your  despatch  of  the 
1 8th  ultimo,  with  the  accompanying  report  of 
General  Phelps  concerning  certain  fugitive 
negroes  that  have  come  to  his  pickets,  has  been 
considered  by  the  President. 

He  is  of  opinion  that  under  the  law  of  Con- 
gress they  cannot  be  sent  back  to  their  mas- 
ters; that  in  common  humanity  they  must  not 
be  permitted  to  suffer  for  want  of  food,  shelter, 
or  other  necessaries  of  life;  that  to  this  end  they 
should  be  provided  for  by  the  quartermaster's 
and  commissary's  departments;  and  that  those 
who  are  capable  of  labor  should  be  set  to  work 
and  paid  reasonable  wages. 

In  directing  this  to  be  done,  the  President  does 
not  mean,  at  present,  to  settle  any  general  rule 
in  respect  to  slaves  or  slavery,  but  simply  to  pro- 
vide for  the  particular  case  under  the  circum- 
stances in  which  it  is  now  presented. 

I  am,  General,  very  respectfully,  your  obedi- 
ent servant, 

Edwin  M.  Stanton, 
Secretary  of  War. 
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Letter  to  General  G.  B.  McClellan 

War  Department,  Washington  City,  D.  C, 

July  4,  1862. 

Major-General  McClellan: 

I  understand  your  position  as  stated  in  your 
letter  and  by  General  Marcy.  To  reinforce  you 
so  as  to  enable  you  to  resume  the  offensive  within 
a  month,  or  even  six  weeks,  is  impossible.  In 
addition  to  that  arrived  and  now  arriving  from 
the  Potomac  (about  10,000  men,  I  suppose,  and 
about  10,000  I  hope  you  will  have  from  Burn- 
side  very  soon,  and  about  5000  from  Hunter  a  lit- 
tle later),  I  do  not  see  how  I  can  send  you  an- 
other man  within  a  month.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances the  defensive  for  the  present  must 
be  your  only  care.  Save  the  army  —  first, 
where  you  are,  if  you  can;  secondly,  by  removal, 
if  you  must.  You,  on  the  ground,  must  be  the 
judge  as  to  which  you  will  attempt,  and  of  the 
means  for  effecting  it.  I  but  give  it  as  my  opin- 
ion that  with  the  aid  of  the  gunboats  and  the 
reinforcements  mentioned  above,  you  can  hold 
your  present  position  —  provided,  and  so  long 
as,  you  can  keep  the  James  River  open  below 
you.  If  you  are  not  tolerably  confident  you  can 
keep  the  James  River  open,  you  had  better  re- 
move as  soon  as  possible.  I  do  not  remember 
that  you  have  expressed  any  apprehension  as  to 
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the  danger  of  having  your  communication  cut 
on  the  river  below  you,  yet  I  do  not  suppose  it 
can  have  escaped  your  attention. 

Yours  very  truly,  A.  LINCOLN. 

P.  S.  If  at  any  time  you  feel  able  to  take  the 
offensive,  you  are  not  restrained  from  doing  so. 

A.L. 

Telegram  to  General  H.  W.  Halleck 

War  Department,  July  4,    1862. 
Major-General  Halleck,  Corinth,  Mississippi: 

You  do  not  know  how  much  you  would  oblige 
us  if,  without  abandoning  any  of  your  positions 
or  plans,  you  could  promptly  send  us  even  10,000 
infantry.  Can  you  not?  Some  part  of  the  Cor- 
inth army  is  certainly  fighting  McClellan  in 
front  of  Richmond.  Prisoners  are  in  our  hands 
from  the  late  Corinth  army. 

A.  Lincoln. 

Telegram  to  General  J.  A.  Dix 

Washington  City,  July  4,    1862. 
Major-General  Dix,  Fort  Monroe: 

Send  forward  the  despatch  to  Colonel  Haw- 
kins and  this  also.  Our  order  and  General  Mc- 
Clellan's  to  General  Burnside  being  the  same, 
of  course  we  wish  it  executed  as  promptly  as 
possible. 

A.   Lincoln. 
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Telegram  to  General  McClellan 

Washington,  July  5,  1862.     9  a.m. 
Major-General  George  B.  McClellan: 

A  thousand  thanks  for  the  relief  your  two 
despatches  of  12  and  1  P.  M.  yesterday  gave  me. 
Be  assured  the  heroism  and  skill  of  yourself  and 
officers  and  men  is,  and  forever  will  be,  ap- 
preciated. 

If  you  can  hold  your  present  position,  we  shall 
hive  the  enemy  yet.  A.  LINCOLN, 

Letter  to  General  H.  W.  Halleck 

War  Department,  Washington  City,  D.  C, 

July  6,  1862. 

My  Dear  Sir:  This  introduces  Governor 
William  Sprague,  of  Rhode  Island.  He  is  now 
governor  for  the  third  time,  and  senator-elect  of 
the  United  States. 

I  know  the  object  of  his  visit  to  you.  He  has 
my  cheerful  consent  to  go,  but  not  my  direction. 
He  wishes  to  get  you  and  part  of  your  force,  one 
or  both,  to  come  here.  You  already  know  I 
should  be  exceedingly  glad  of  this  if,  in  your 
judgment,  it  could  be  without  endangering  po- 
sitions and  operations  in  the  southwest;  and  I 
now  repeat  what  I  have  more  than  once  said  by 
telegraph,  "  Do  not  come  or  send  a  man  if,  in 
your  judgment,  it  will  endanger  any  point  you 
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deem  important  to  hold,  or  endangers  or  de- 
lays the  Chattanooga  expedition." 

Still,     please     give     my     friend,     Governor 
Sprague,  a  full  and  fair  hearing. 

Yours  very  truly,         A.  LINCOLN. 

Memorandum  of  Questions  and  Answers  in 
Interviews  between  the  President  and 
General  McClellan  and  other  Officers 
during  a  Visit  to  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac at  Harrison's  Landing,  Virginia,  July 
9,  1862. 

Memorandum  from  General  McClellan's 

Headquarters,  July  9,  1862 

General  McClellan,  July  8,  1862. 

What  amount  of  force  have  you  now? 

About  80,000.     Can't  vary  much;  certainly 
75,000. 
What  is  likely  to  be  your  condition  as  to  health  in 
this  camp? 

Better  than  in  any  encampment  since  landing 
at  Fort  Monroe. 
Where  is  the  enemy  now  ? 

From  four  to  five  miles  from  us,  on  all  the 
roads —  I  think  nearly  the  whole  army  — 
both  Hills,  Longstreet,  Jackson,  Magruder, 

Huger. 
If  you  desired,  could  you  remove  the  army  safely? 
It  would  be  a  delicate  and  very  difficult  matter. 
Cavalry  about  5000. 


1862]     Memorandum  of  Interview       263 

General  Sumner,  July  9,  1862 

What  is  the  whole  amount  of  your  corps  with  you 
now? 

About  16,000. 
What  is  the  aggregate  of  your  killed,  wounded, 
and  missing,  from  the  attack  on  the  26th  ultimo  till 
now? 

1175. 
In  your  present  encampment  what  is  the  present 
and  prospective  condition  as  to  health? 

As  good  as  any  part  of  eastern  Virginia. 
Where  and  in  what  condition  do  you  believe  the 
enemy  to  be  now? 

I   think   they  have   retired   from   our   front. 
Were  much  damaged,  specially  in  their  best 
troops,  in  the  late  action  from  the  superior- 
ity of  our  arms. 
If  it  were  desired  to  get  the  army  away,  could  it 
be  safely  effected? 

I  think  we  could,  but  I  think  we  give  up  the 
cause  if  we  do  it. 
Is  the  army  secure  in  its  present  position? 
Perfectly  so,  in  my  judgment. 

General  Heintzelman,  July  9,  1862. 

What  is  the  whole  amount  of  your  corps  now  with 
you? 

15,000  for  duty. 

What  is  the  aggregate  of  your  killed,  wounded,  and 
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missing,  from  the  attack  on  the  26th  ultimo  till  now? 
Not  large.     745. 
In  your  present  encampment  what  is  the  present  and 
prospective  condition  as  to  health  ? 

Excellent  for  health,  and  present  health  im- 
proving. 
Where  and  in  what  condition  do  you  believe  the 
enemy  to  now  be? 

Don't  think  they  are  in  force  in  our  vicinity. 
If  it  were  desired  to  get  the  army  away  from  here, 
could  it  be  safely  effected? 

Perhaps  we  could;  but  think  it  would  be  ruin- 
ous to  the  country. 
Is  the  army  secure  in  its  present  position? 
I  think  it  is  sate. 

General  Keyes,  July  9,  1862. 

What  is  the  whole  amount  of  your  corps  with  you 
now? 

About  12,500. 
What  is  the  aggregate  of  your  killed,  wounded, 
and  missing,  from  the  attack  on  the  26th  till  now? 
Less  than  500. 
In  your  present  encampment  what  is  the  present 
and  prospective  condition  as  to  health  ? 

A  little  improved,  but  think  camp  is  getting 
worse. 
Where,  and  in  what  condition,  do  you  believe  the 
enemy  to  now  be? 

Think  he  has  withdrawn,  and  think  preparing 
to  go  to  Washington. 
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If  it  were  desired  to  get  the  army  away,  could  it 
be  safely  effected? 

I  think  it  could,  if  done  quickly. 
Is  the  army  in  its  present  position  secure? 

With  help  of  gunboats  can  hold  position. 

General  Porter. 

What  is  the  amount  of  your  corps  now  with  you  ? 

About  23,000.      Fully  20,000  fit  for  duty. 
What  is  the  aggregate  of  your  killed,  wounded, 
and  missing,  from  the  attack  on  the  26th  ultimo  until 
now? 

Over  5000. 

In  your  present  encampment  what  is  the  present 
and  prospective  condition  as  to  health  ? 
Very  good. 
Where  and  in  what  condition  do  you  believe  the 
enemy  now  to  be? 

Believe  he  is  mainly  near   Richmond.     He 
feels  he  dare  not  attack  us  here. 
If  it  were  desired  to  get  the  army  away  from  here, 
could  it  be  safely  effected? 

Impossible.     Move  the   army  and   ruin  the 
country. 
Is  the  army  secure  in  its  present  position? 

Perfectly  so.     Not  only,  but  we  are  ready  to 
begin  moving  forward. 

General  Franklin. 
What  is  the  whole  amount  of  your  corps  now  with 
you? 
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About  15,000. 

What  is  the  aggregate  of  your  killed,  wounded, 
and  missing,  from  the  attack  on  the  26th  ultimo  till 
now? 

Don't  think  whole  will  exceed  3,000  men. 
In  your  present  encampment  what  is  the  present 
and  prospective  condition  as  to  health? 
Not  good. 
Where  and  in  what  condition  do  you  believe  the 
enemy  now  to  be? 

I  learn  he  has  withdrawn  from  our  front,  and 
think  that  is  probable. 
If  it  were  desired  to  get  the  army  away  from  here, 
could  it  be  safely  effected? 

I   think   we   could,    and   think   we   better  — « 
think  Rappahannock  true  line. 
Is  the  army  secure  in  its  present  position? 
Unless  we  can  be  closer,  it  is. 

General  Sumner J*1 75 

General  Heintzelman 745 

General    Keyes    500 

Fitz-J.    Porter 5,000 

Franklin 3,000 


10,420 


Order  making  Halleck  General-in-Chief 

Executive  Mansion, 

Washington,  July  n,  1862. 

Ordered,    That    Major-General    Henry    W. 
Halleck   be    assigned   to   command   the   whole 
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land  forces  of  the  United  States,  as  general-in- 
chief,  and  that  he  repair  to  this  capital  so  soon 
as  he  can  with  safety  to  the  positions  and  op- 
erations within  the  department  now  under  his 
charge. 

A.  Lincoln, 
Message  to  Congress,  July  11,  1862 

Fellow  Citizens  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives:  I  recommend  that  the  thanks 
of  Congress  be  given  to  the  following  officers 
of  the  United  States  Navy: 

Captain  John  L.  Lardner,  for  meritorious  con- 
duct at  the  battle  of  Port  Royal,  and  distin- 
guished services  on  the  coast  of  the  United  States 
against  the  enemy. 

Captain  Charles  Henry  Davis,  for  disting- 
uished services  in  conflict  with  the -enemy  at 
Fort  Pillow,  at  Memphis,  and  for  successful 
operations  at  other  points  in  the  waters  of  the 
Mississippi  River. 

Commander  John  A.  Dahlgren,  for  disting- 
uished services  in  the  line  of  his  profession, 
improvements  in  ordnance,  and  zealous  and  ef- 
ficient labors  in  the  ordnance  branch  of  the  ser- 
vice. 

Commander  Stephen  C.  Rowan,  for  disting- 
uished services  in  the  waters  of  North  Carolina, 
and  particularly  in  the  capture  of  Newbern, 
being  in  chief  command  of  the  naval  forces. 
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Commander  David  D.  Porter,  for  disting- 
uished services  in  the  conception  and  prepara- 
tion of  the  means  used  for  the  capture  of  the 
forts  below  New  Orleans,  and  for  highly  meri- 
torious conduct  in  the  management  of  the  mor- 
tar flotilla  during  the  bombardment  of  Forts 
Jackson  and  St.  Philip. 

Captain  Silas  H.  Stringham,  now  on  the  re- 
tired list,  for  distinguished  services  in  the  cap- 
ture of  Forts  Hatteras  and  Clark. 

Abraham  Lincoln. 
Telegram  to  Governor  Johnson 

War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 

July    ii,    1862. 

My  dear  Sir:  Yours  of  yesterday  is  received. 
Do  you  not,  my  good  friend,  perceive  that  what 
you  ask  is  simply  to  put  you  in  command  in  the 
West?     I  do  not  suppose  you  desire  this. 

You  only  wish  to  control  in  your  own  locali- 
ties; but  this  you  must  know  may  derange  all 
other  posts.  Can  you  not,  and  will  you  not, 
have  a  full  conference  with  General  Halleck? 

Telegraph  him,  and  meet  him  at  such  place 
as  he  and  you  agree  upon.  I  telegraph  him 
to  meet  you  and  confer  fully  with  you. 

A,  Lincoln. 


QipimiUONiS  mmbMUKA 

Prepared  l>v  Brvt.  Brig  Ccn!  ().  M.  Poe. 

£jufrft*'i-f{  tbf    S/terrmtit  n*nf  /fix  (tiiiifutttfttx . 
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Telegram  to  General  H.  W.  Halleck 

War  Department,  July  u,  1862. 
Major-General  Halleck,  Corinth: 

Governor  Johnson,  at  Nashville,  is  in  great 
trouble  and  anxiety  about  a  raid  into  Kentucky. 
The  governor  is  a  true  and  a  valuable  man — in- 
dispensable to  us  in  Tennessee.  Will  you  please 
get  in  communication  with  him,  and  have  a  full 
conference  with  him  before  you  leave  for  here? 
I  have  telegraphed  him  on  the  subject. 

A.  Lincoln. 
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Appeal  to  Favor  Compensated  Emancipa- 
tion,  READ    BY   THE    PRESIDENT   TO    BORDER- 

State  Representatives,  July  12,  1862  l 

GENTLEMEN :  After  the  adjournment 
of  Congress,  now  very  near,  I  shall 
have  no  opportunity  of  seeing  you  for 
several  months.  Believing  that  you  of  the 
border  States  hold  more  power  for  good  than 
any  other  equal  number  of  members,  I  feel  it  a 
duty  which  I  cannot  justifiably  waive  to  make 
this  appeal  to  you.  I  intend  no  reproach  or 
complaint  when  I  assure  you  that,  in  my  opinion, 
if  you  all  had  voted  for  the  resolution  in  the 
gradual-emancipation  message  of  last  March, 
the  war  would  now  be  substantially  ended.  And 
the  plan  therein  proposed  is  yet  one  of  the  most 
potent  and  swift  means  of  ending  it.  Let  the 
States  which  are  in  rebellion  see  definitely  and 
certainly  that  in  no  event  will  the  States  you 
represent  ever  join  their  proposed  confederacy, 
and  they  cannot  much  longer  maintain  the  con- 

1This  was  the  last  attempt  made  by  Lincoln  to  effect  his 
cherished  project  of  freeing  slaves  without  ruining  their  owners. 
The  result  was  that  two-thirds  of  the  Border-State  representa- 
tives thought  the  scheme  impracticable,  while  one-third  promised 
to  submit  it  to  their  constituents. 
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test.  But  you  cannot  divest  them  of  their  hope 
to  ultimately  have  you  with  them  so  long  as  you 
show  a  determination  to  perpetuate  the  institu- 
tion within  your  own  States.  Beat  them  at  elec- 
tions, as  you  have  overwhelmingly  done,  and, 
nothing  daunted,  they  still  claim  you  as  their 
own.  You  and  I  know  what  the  lever  of  their 
power  is.  Break  that  lever  before  their  faces, 
and  they  can  shake  you  no  more  forever.  Most 
of  you  have  treated  me  with  kindness  and  con- 
sideration, and  I  trust  you  will  not  now  think 
I  improperly  touch  what  is  exclusively  your 
own,  when,  for  the  sake  of  the  whole  country,  I 
ask,  Can  you,  for  your  States,  do  better  than  to 
take  the  course  I  urge?  Discarding  punctilio 
and  maxims  adapted  to  more  manageable  times, 
and  looking  only  to  the  unprecedentedly  stern 
facts  of  our  case,  can  you  do  better  in  any  pos- 
sible event?  You  prefer  that  the  constitutional 
relation  of  the  States  to  the  nation  shall  be 
practically  restored  without  disturbance  of  the 
institution ;  and  if  this  were  done,  my  whole  duty 
in  this  respect,  under  the  Constitution  and  my 
oath  of  office,  would  be  performed.  But  it  is 
not  done,  and  we  are  trying  to  accomplish  it  by 
war.  The  incidents  of  the  war  cannot  be 
avoided.  If  the  war  continues  long,  as  it  must 
if  the  object  be  not  sooner  attained,  the  institu- 
tion in  your  States  will  be  extinguished  by  mere 
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friction  and  abrasion — by  the  mere  incidents  of 
the  war.  It  will  be  gone,  and  you  will  have 
nothing  valuable  in  lieu  of  it.  Much  of  its 
value  is  gone  already.  How  much  better  for 
you  and  for  your  people  to  take  the  step  which 
at  once  shortens  the  war  and  secures  substantial 
compensation  for  that  which  is  sure  to  be  wholly 
lost  in  any  other  event!  How  much  better  to 
thus  save  the  money  which  else  we  sink  for- 
ever in  the  war!  How  much  better  to  do  it 
while  we  can,  lest  the  war  ere  long  render  us 
pecuniarily  unable  to  do  it!  How  much  bet- 
ter for  you  as  seller,  and  the  nation  as  buyer, 
to  sell  out  and  buy  out  that  without  which  the 
war  could  never  have  been,  than  to  sink  both 
the  things  to  be  sold  and  the  price  of  it  in  cut- 
ting one  another's  throats?  I  do  not  speak  of 
emancipation  at  once,  but  of  a  decision  at  once 
to  emancipate  gradually.  Room  in  South  Amer- 
ica for  colonization  can  be  obtained  cheaply  and 
in  abundance,  and  when  numbers  shall  be  large 
enough  to  be  company  and  encouragement  for 
one  another,  the  freed  people  will  not  be  so  re- 
luctant to  go. 

I  am  pressed  with  a  difficulty  not  yet  men- 
tioned— one  which  threatens  division  among 
those  who,  united,  are  none  too  strong.  An  in- 
stance of  it  is  known  to  you.  General  Hunter 
is  an  honest  man.     He  was,  and  I  hope  still  is, 
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my  friend.  I  valued  him  none  the  less  for  his 
agreeing  with  me  in  the  general  wish  that  all 
men  everywhere  could  be  free.  He  proclaimed 
all  men  free  within  certain  States,  and  I  repu- 
diated the  proclamation.  He  expected  more 
good  and  less  harm  from  the  measure  than  I 
could  believe  would  follow.  Yet,  in  repudiat- 
ing it,  I  gave  dissatisfaction,  if  not  offense,  to 
many  whose  support  the  country  cannot  afford 
to  lose.  And  this  is  not  the  end  of  it.  The 
pressure  in  this  direction  is  still  upon  me,  and 
is  increasing.  By  conceding  what  I  now  ask, 
you  can  relieve  me,  and,  much  more,  can  re- 
lieve the  country,  in  this  important  point. 
Upon  these  considerations  I  have  again  begged 
your  attention  to  the  message  of  March  last. 
Before  leaving  the  capital,  consider  and  discuss 
it  among  yourselves.  You  are  patriots  and 
statesmen,  and  as  such  I  pray  you  consider  this 
proposition,  and  at  the  least  commend  it  to  the 
consideration  of  your  States  and  people.  As 
you  would  perpetuate  popular  government  for 
the  best  people  in  the  world,  I  beseech  you  that 
you  do  in  no  wise  omit  this.  Our  common  coun- 
try is  in  great  peril,  demanding  the  loftiest 
views  and  boldest  action  to  bring  it  speedy  re- 
lief. Once  relieved,  its  form  of  government  is 
saved  to  the  world,  its  beloved  history  and  cher- 
ished memories  are  vindicated,  and  its  happy  fu- 
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ture  fully  assured  and  rendered  inconceivably 
grand.  To  you,  more  than  to  any  others,  the 
privilege  is  given  to  assure  that  happiness  and 
swell  that  grandeur,  and  to  link  your  own  names 
therewith  forever. 

Message  to  the  House  of  Representatives, 

July  12,  1862 

To  the  House  of  Representatives:  I  transmit 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  upon  the 
subject  of  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  9th  ultimo,  requesting  infor- 
mation in  regard  to  the  relations  between  the 
United  States  and  foreign  powers. 

Abraham  Lincoln. 
Letter  to  General  G.  B.  McClellan 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  July  13,  1862. 
My  dear  Sir:  I  am  told  that  over  160,000 
men  have  gone  into  your  army  on  the  Peninsula. 
When  I  was  with  you  the  other  day  we  made 
out  86,500  remaining,  leaving  73,500  to  be  ac- 
counted for.  I  believe  23,500  will  cover  all  the 
killed,  wounded,  and  missing  in  all  your  battles 
and  skirmishes,  leaving  50,000  who  have  left 
otherwise.  Not  more  than  5,000  of  these  have 
died,  leaving  45,000  of  your  army  still  alive  and 
not  with  it.  I  believe  half  or  two  thirds  of 
them  are  fit  for  duty  to-day.     Have  you  any 
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more  perfect  knowledge  of  this  than  I  have?  If 
I  am  right,  and  you  had  these  men  with  you,  you 
could  go  into  Richmond  in  the  next  three  days. 
How  can  they  be  got  to  you,  and  how  can  they 
be  prevented  from  getting  away  in  such  num- 
bers for  the  future?  A.  Lincoln. 

Telegram  to  General  H.  W.  Halleck 

War  Department,  July  13,   1862. 
Major-General  Halleck,  Corinth,  Mississippi: 

They  are  having  a  stampede  in  Kentucky. 
Please  look  to  it.  A.  LINCOLN. 

Telegram  to  General  Boyle 

Washington,  July  13,  1862. 
General  J.   T.  Boyle,  Louisville,  Kentucky: 

Your  several  despatches  received.  You 
should  call  on  General  Halleck.  Telegraph 
him  at  once.  I  have  telegraphed  him  that  you 
are  in  trouble.  A.  LINCOLN. 

Telegram  to  General  Boyle 

War   Department,   July    13,    1862. 
General  J.   T.  Boyle,  Louisville,  Kentucky: 

We  cannot  venture  to  order  troops  from  Gen- 
eral Buell.  We  know  not  what  condition  he  is 
in.  He  may  be  attacked  himself.  You  must 
call  on  General  Halleck,  who  commands,  and 
whose  business  it  is  to  understand  and  care  for 
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the  whole  field.  If  you  cannot  telegraph  to 
him,  send  a  messenger  to  him.  A  despatch  has 
this  moment  come  from  Halleck  at  Tuscumbia, 
Alabama.  A.  Lincoln. 

Message  to  Congress,  July  14,  1862 

Fellow-citizens  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives:  Herewith  is  a  draft  of  a  bill 
to  compensate  any  State  which  may  abolish  slav- 
ery within  its  limits,  the  passage  of  which,  sub- 
stantially as  presented,  I  respectfully  and  earn- 
estly recommend.  Abraham  LINCOLN. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica, in  Congress  assembled,  That  whenever  the 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  be  sat- 
isfied that  any  State  shall  have  lawfully  abol- 
ished slavery  within  and  throughout  such 
State,  either  immediately  or  gradually,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  President,  assisted  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  prepare  and  de- 
liver to  such  State  an  amount  of  six  per  cent,  in- 
terest-bearing bonds  of  the  United  States  equal 

to  aggregate  value,  at dollars  per  head,  of 

all  the  slaves  within  such  State  as  reported  by  the 
census  of  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  sixtv;  the  whole  amount  for  any  one  State 
to  be  delivered  at  once  if  the  abolishment  be 
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immediate,  or  in  equal  annual  instalments  if  it 
be  gradual,  interest  to  begin  running  on  each 
bond  at  the  time  of  its  delivery,  and  not  be- 
fore. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  State, 
having  so  received  any  such  bonds,  shall  at  any 
time  afterward  by  law  reintroduce  or  tolerate 
slavery  within  its  limits,  contrary  to  the  act  of 
abolishment  upon  which  such  bonds  shall  have 
been  received,  said  bonds  so  received  by  said 
State  shall  at  once  be  null  and  void,  in  whose- 
soever hands  they  may  be,  and  such  State  shall 
refund  to  the  United  States  all  interest  which 
may  have  been  paid  on  such  bonds. 

Telegram  to  General  H.  W.  Halleck 

War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 
July  14,  1862. 
Major-General  Halleck,  Corinth,  Mississippi: 

I  am  very  anxious — almost  impatient — to  have 
you  here.  Have  due  regard  to  what  you  leave 
behind.     When  can  you  reach  here? 

A.  Lincoln. 

Telegram  to  General  G.  B.  McClellan 

War  Department,   Washington   City, 

July  14,  1862. 

Major-General  McClellan:  General  Burn- 
side's  force  is  at  Newport  News,  ready  to  move, 
on  short  notice,  one  way  or  the  other,  when  or- 
dered. A.  Lincoln. 
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Letter  to  J.  W.  White  and  Others 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington, 

July  14,  1862. 

James  W.  White,  Robert  H.  McCurdy  and 
F.  S.  Winston,  Committee. 

Gentlemen:  Your  letter  conveying  to  me  the 
invitation  of  several  loyal  and  patriotic  bodies  in 
New  York  to  attend  a  mass-meeting  in  that  city 
on  Tuesday,  the  15th  instant,  is  received. 
While  it  would  be  very  agreeable  to  me  to  thus 
meet  the  friends  of  the  country,  I  am  sure  I 
could  add  nothing  to  the  purpose  or  the  wis- 
dom with  which  they  will  perform  their  duty; 
and  the  near  adjournment  of  Congress  makes 
it  indispensable  for  me  to  remain  here.  Thank- 
ing you  and  those  you  represent  for  the  invita- 
tion and  the  kind  terms  in  which  you  have  com- 
municated it,  I  remain 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Lincoln. 

Note  to  Secretary  Chase 

July  14.  1862. 
Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Treasury:     Might  not 
Mr.  Bouligny  be  appointed  surveyor  of  the  port 
of  New  Orleans?     If  there  be  no  objections, 
please  send  nomination. 

A.  Lincoln. 


.^862]  Message   to   Congress  279 

Letter  to  Solomon  Foot 

Executive  Mansion, 

Washington,  July.  15,   1862. 

Sir:  Please  inform  the  Senate  that  I  shall  be 
obliged  if  they  will  postpone  the  adjournment 
at  least  one  day  beyond  the  time  which  I  under- 
stand to  be  now  fixed  for  it 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Lincoln. 

Letter  to  Galusha  A.  Grow 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  July  15,  1862. 
Sir:  Please  inform  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives that  I  shall  be  obliged  if  they  will  post- 
pone the  adjournment  at  least  one  day  beyond 
the  time  which  I  understand  to  be  now  fixed  for 
it.  Your  obedient  servant, 

Abraham  Lincoln. 
Message  to  Congress,  July  17,  1862 

Fellow-citizens  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives:  I  have  inadvertently  omitted 
so  long  to  inform  you  that,  in  March  last,  Mr. 
Cornelius  Vanderbilt,  of  New  York,  gratu- 
itously presented  to  the  United  States  the  ocean- 
steamer  Vanderbilt,  by  many  considered  the 
finest  steamer  in  the  world.  She  has  ever  since 
been,  and  still  is,  doing  valuable  service  to  the 
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government.  For  the  patriotic  act  in  making 
this  magnificent  and  valuable  present  to  the 
country,  I  recommend  that  some  suitable  ac- 
knowledgment be  made. 

Abraham  Lincoln. 

Message  to  Congress,  July  17,  1862 

Fellow-citizens  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives:  Considering  the  bill  for  "An 
act  to  suppress  insurrection,  to  punish  treason 
and  rebellion,  to  seize  and  confiscate  the  prop- 
erty of  rebels,  and  for  other  purposes,"  and  the 
joint  resolution  explanatory  of  said  act,  as  being 
substantially  one,  I  have  approved  and  signed 
both. 

Before  I  was  informed  of  the  passage  of  the 
resolution,  I  had  prepared  the  draft  of  a  mes- 
sage stating  objections  to  the  bill  becoming  a 
law,  a  copy  of  which  draft  is  herewith  trans- 
mitted. Abraham  Lincoln. 

{Copy.) 

Fellow-citizens  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives: I  herewith  return  to  your  honorable 
body,  in  which  it  originated,  the  bill  for  an  act 
entitled  "An  act  to  suppress  treason  and  rebel- 
lion, to  seize  and  confiscate  the  property  of  reb- 
els, and  for  other  purposes,"  together  with  my 
objections  to  its  becoming  a  law. 
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There  is  much  in  the  bill  to  which  I  per- 
ceive no  objection.  It  is  wholly  prospective; 
and  it  touches  neither  person  nor  property  of 
any  loyal  citizen,  in  which  particulars  it  is  just 
and  proper. 

The  first  and  second  sections  provide  for  the 
conviction  and  punishment  of  persons  who  shall 
be  guilty  of  treason,  and  persons  who  shall  "in- 
cite, set  on  foot,  assist,  or  engage  in  any  rebel- 
lion or  insurrection  against  the  authority  of  the 
United  States,  or  the  laws  thereof,  or  shall  give 
aid  and  comfort  thereto,  or  shall  engage  in  or 
give  aid  and  comfort  to  any  such  existing  rebel- 
lion or  insurrection."  By  fair  construction,  per- 
sons within  these  sections  are  not  to  be  pun- 
ished without  regular  trials  in  duly  constituted 
courts  under  the  forms  and  all  the  substantial 
provisions  of  law  and  of  the  Constitution  ap- 
plicable to  their  several  cases.  To  this  I  per- 
ceive no  objection,  especially  as  such  persons 
would  be  within  the  general  pardoning  power, 
and  also  the  special  provision  for  pardon  and 
amnesty  contained  in  this  act. 

It  is  also  provided  that  the  slaves  of  persons 
convicted  under  these  sections  shall  be  free.  I 
think  there  is  an  unfortunate  form  of  expres- 
sion, rather  than  a  substantial  objection,  in  this. 
It  is  startling  to  say  that  Congress  can  free  a 
slave  within  a  State,  and  yet  if  it  were  said  the 
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ownership  of  the  slave  had  first  been  transferred 
to  the  nation,  and  that  Congress  had  then  lib- 
erated him,  the  difficulty  would  at  once  vanish. 
And  this  is  the  real  case.  The  traitor  against  the 
General  Government  forfeits  his  slave  at  least  as 
justly  as  he  does  any  other  property;  and  he  for- 
feits both  to  the  government  against  which  he 
offends.  The  government,  so  far  as  there  can 
be  ownership,  thus  owns  the  forfeited  slaves, 
and  the  question  for  Congress  in  regard  to  them 
is,  "Shall  they  be  made  free  or  be  sold  to  new 
masters?"  I  perceive  no  objection  to  Congress 
deciding  in  advance  that  they  shall  be  free.  To 
the  high  honor  of  Kentucky,  as  I  am  informed, 
she  has  been  the  owner  of  some  slaves  by  escheat, 
and  she  sold  none,  but  liberated  all.  I  hope  the 
same  is  true  of  some  other  States.  Indeed,  I  do 
not  believe  it  would  be  physically  possible  for 
the  General  Government  to  return  persons  so 
circumstanced  to  actual  slavery.  I  believe  there 
would  be  physical  resistance  to  it  which  could 
neither  be  turned  aside  by  argument  nor  driven 
away  by  force.  In  this  view  I  have  no  ob- 
jection to  this  feature  of  the  bill.  Another  mat- 
ter involved  in  these  two  sections  and  running 
through  other  parts  of  the  act  will  be  noticed 
hereafter. 

I  perceive  no  objection  to  the  third  and  fourth 
sections. 
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So  far  as  I  wish  to  notice  the  fifth  and  sixth 
sections,  they  may  be  considered  together.  That 
the  enforcement  of  these  sections  would  do  no 
injustice  to  the  persons  embraced  within  them 
is  clear.  That  those  who  make  a  causeless  war 
should  be  compelled  to  pay  the  cost  of  it  is  too 
obviously  just  to  be  called  in  question.  To  give 
governmental  protection  to  the  property  of  per- 
sons who  have  abandoned  it,  and  gone  on  a 
crusade  to  overthrow  that  same  government,  is 
absurd,  if  considered  in  the  mere  light  of  jus- 
tice. The  severest  justice  may  not  always  be  the 
best  policy.  The  principle  of  seizing  and  ap- 
propriating the  property  of  the  persons  em- 
braced within  these  sections  is  certainly  not  very 
objectionable;  but  a  justly  discriminating  appli- 
cation of  it  would  be  very  difficult,  and  to  a  great 
extent  impossible.  And  would  it  not  be  wise 
to  place  a  power  of  remission  somewhere,  so 
that  these  persons  may  know  they  have  some- 
thing to  lose  by  persisting,  and  something  to 
save  by  desisting?  I  am  not  sure  whether  such 
power  of  remission  is  or  is  not  within  section 
thirteen. 

Without  any  special  act  of  Congress,  I  think 
our  military  commanders,  when,  in  military 
phrase,  "they  are  within  the  enemy's  country," 
should,  in  an  orderly  manner,  seize  and  use 
whatever  of  real  or  personal  property  may  be 
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necessary  or  convenient  for  their  commands;  at 
the  same  time  preserving  in  some  way  the  evi- 
dence of  what  they  do. 

What  I  have  said  in  regard  to  slaves  while 
commenting  on  the  first  and  second  sections,  is 
applicable  to  the  ninth,  with  the  difference  that 
no  provision  is  made  in  the  whole  act  for  de- 
termining whether  a  particular  individual  slave 
does  or  does  not  fall  within  the  classes  defined 
in  that  section.  He  is  to  be  free  upon  certain 
conditions;  but  whether  those  conditions  do  or 
do  not  pertain  to  him,  no  mode  of  ascertaining 
is  provided.     This  could  be  easily  supplied. 

To  the  tenth  section  I  make  no  objection. 
The  oath  therein  required  seems  to  be  proper, 
and  the  remainder  of  the  section  is  substantially 
identical  with  a  law  already  existing. 

The  eleventh  section  simply  assumes  to  con- 
fer discretionary  powers  upon  the  Executive. 
Without  this  law  I  have  no  hesitation  to  go  as 
far  in  the  direction  indicated  as  I  may  at  any 
time  deem  expedient.  And  I  am  ready  to  say 
now,  I  think  it  is  proper  for  our  military  com- 
manders to  employ  as  laborers  as  many  persons 
of  African  descent  as  can  be  used  to  advantage. 

The  twelfth  and  thirteenth  sections  are  some- 
thing better  than  unobjectionable;  and  the  four- 
teenth is  entirely  proper  if  all  other  parts  of  the 
act  shall  stand. 
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That  to  which  I  chiefly  object  pervades  most 
parts  of  the  act,  but  more  distinctly  appears  in 
the  first,  second,  seventh,  and  eighth  sections. 
It  is  the  sum  of  those  provisions  which  results 
in  the  divesting  of  title  forever. 

For  the  causes  of  treason  and  the  ingredients 
of  treason  not  amounting  to  the  full  crime,  it 
declares  forfeiture  extending  beyond  the  lives 
of  the  guilty  parties ;  whereas  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  declares  that  "no  attainder 
of  treason  shall  work  corruption  of  blood,  or 
forfeiture,  except  during  the  life  of  the  per- 
sons attainted."  True,  there  seems  to  be  no  for- 
mal attainder  in  this  case;  still,  I  think  the 
greater  punishment  cannot  be  constitutionally 
inflicted  in  a  different  form  for  the  same  offense. 

With  great  respect  I  am  constrained  to  say  I 
think  this  feature  of  the  act  is  unconstitutional. 
It  would  not  be  difficult  to  modify  it. 

I  may  remark  that  this  provision  of  the  Con- 
stitution, put  in  language  borrowed  from  Great 
Britain,  applies  only  in  this  country,  as  I  un- 
derstand, to  real  or  landed  estate. 

Again,  this  act,  by  proceedings  in  rem,  for- 
feits property  for  the  ingredients  of  treason, 
without  a  conviction  of  the  supposed  criminal, 
or  a  personal  hearing  given  him  in  any  pro- 
ceeding. That  we  may  not  touch  property  ly- 
ing within  our  reach  because  we  cannot  give  per- 
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sonal  notice  to  an  owner  who  is  absent  endeavor- 
ing to  destroy  the  government  is  certainly  not 
very  satisfactory.  Still,  the  owner  may  not  be 
thus  engaged;  and  I  think  a  reasonable  time 
should  be  provided  for  such  parties  to  appear 
and  have  personal  hearings.  Similar  provisions 
are  not  uncommon  in  connection  with  proceed- 
ings in  rem. 

For  the  reasons  stated  I  return  the  bill  to  the 
House  in  which  it  originated. 

Letter  to  Secretary  Chase 

Executive  Mansion, 

Washington,  July  18,  1862. 
My  dear  Sir:  Mr.  Senator  Doolittle  in- 
forms me  that  the  Wisconsin  delegation  have 
unanimously  recommended  persons  for  assessors 
and  collectors  throughout  their  State,  and  that 
the  paper  showing  this  is  filed  with  you.  If  so, 
I  am  in  favor  of  adopting  their  "slate"  at  once, 
and  so  disposing  of  one  State. 

Yours  truly,         A.  Lincoln. 

Telegram  to  General  G.  B.  McClellan 

War  Department,  Washington  City,  D.  C, 

July  21,    1862. 

Major-General  McClellan:  This  is  Monday. 
I  hope  to  be  able  to  tell  you  on  Thursday  what  is 
to  be  done  with  Burnside.  *    t  TNr0T  N 
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Letter  to  Secretary  Stanton 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  July  22,  1862. 
Sir:  I  think  it  will  be  better  to  do  nothing 
now  which  can  be  construed  into  a  demand  for 
troops  in  addition  to  the  three  hundred  thousand 
for  which  we  have  recently  called.  We  do  not 
need  more,  nor,  indeed,  so  many,  if  we  could 
have  the  smaller  number  very  soon.  It  is  a  very 
important  consideration,  too,  that  one  recruited 
into  an  old  regiment  is  nearly  or  quite  equal  in 
value  to  two  in  a  new  one.  We  can  scarcely 
afford  to  forego  any  plan  within  our  power 
which  may  facilitate  the  filling  of  the  old  regi- 
ments with  recruits.  If,  on  consideration,  you 
are  of  opinion  that  this  object  can  be  advanced 
by  causing  the  militia  of  the  several  States  to  be 
enrolled,  and  by  drafts  therefrom,  you  are  at 
liberty  to  take  the  proper  steps  and  do  so,  pro- 
vided that  any  number  of  recruits  so  obtained 
from  any  State  within  the  next  three  months 
shall,  if  practicable,  be  an  abatement  of  the 
quota  of  volunteers  from  such  State  under  the 
recent  call.     Yours  truly,  A.  LINCOLN. 

Order  Authorizing  Employment  of 
"Contrabands" 

War  Department,  Washington,  July  22,  1862. 
First:     Ordered    that    military    commanders 
within  the  States  of  Virginia,  North  Carolina, 
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Georgia,  Florida,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Louis- 
iana, Texas,  and  Arkansas,  in  an  orderly  manner 
seize  and  use  any  property,  real  or  personal, 
which  may  be  necessary  or  convenient  for  their 
several  commands,  for  supplies,  or  for  other 
military  purposes;  and  that  while  property  may 
be  destroyed  for  proper  military  objects,  none 
shall  be  destroyed  in  wantonness  or  malice. 

Second:  That  military  and  naval  command- 
ers shall  employ  as  laborers,  within  and  from 
said  States,  so  many  persons  of  African  descent 
as  can  be  advantageously  used  for  military  or 
naval  purposes,  giving  them  reasonable  wages 
for  their  labor. 

Third:  That,  as  to  both  property  and  per- 
sons of  African  descent,  accounts  shall  be  kept 
sufficiently  accurate  and  in  detail  to  show  quan- 
tities and  amounts,  and  from  whom  both  prop- 
erty and  such  persons  shall  have  come,  as  a  basis 
upon  which  compensation  can  be  made  in 
proper  cases;  and  the  several  departments  of 
this  government  shall  attend  to  and  perform 
their  appropriate  parts  toward  the  execution  of 
these  orders. 

By  order  of  the  President: 

Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War- 
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Emancipation  Proclamation  as  First  Sub- 
mitted to  the  Cabinet,  July  22,  1862 

IN  PURSUANCE  of  the  sixth  section  of 
the  act  of  Congress  entitled  "An  act  to  sup- 
press insurrection  and  to  punish  treason 
and  rebellion,  to  seize  and  confiscate  property 
of  rebels,  and  for  other  purposes,"  approved 
July  17,  1862,  and  which  act  and  the  joint  reso- 
lution explanatory  thereof  are  herewith  pub- 
lished, I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the 
United  States,  do  hereby  proclaim  to  and  warn 
all  persons  within  the  contemplation  of  said 
sixth  section  to  cease  participating  in,  aiding, 
countenancing,  or  abetting  the  existing  rebel- 
lion, or  any  rebellion,  against  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  and  to  return  to  their 
proper  allegiance  to  the  United  States,  on  pain 
of  the  forfeitures  and  seizures  as  within  and  by 
said  sixth  section  provided. 

And  I  hereby  make  known  that  it  is  my  pur- 
pose, upon  the  next  meeting  of  Congress,  to 
again  recommend  the  adoption  of  a  practical 
measure  for  tendering  pecuniary  aid  to  the  free 
choice  or  rejection  of  any  and  all  States  which 
may  then  be  recognizing  and  practically  sus- 
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taining  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  and 
which  may  then  have  voluntarily  adopted,  or 
thereafter  may  voluntarily  adopt,  gradual  abol- 
ishment of  slavery  within  such  State  or  States; 
that  the  object  is  to  practically  restore,  thence- 
forward to  be  maintained,  the  constitutional  re- 
lation between  the  General  Government  and 
each  and  all  the  States  wherein  that  relation  is 
now  suspended  or  disturbed;  and  that  for  this 
object  the  war,  as  it  has  been,  will  be  prosecuted. 
And  as  a  fit  and  necessary  military  measure  for 
effecting  this  object,  I,  as  commander-in-chief 
of  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United  States,  do 
order  and  declare  that  on  the  first  day  of  Jan- 
uary, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixty-three,  all  persons  held  as 
slaves  within  any  State  or  States  wherein  the 
constitutional  authority  of  the  United  States 
shall  not  then  be  practically  recognized,  sub- 
mitted to,  and  maintained,  shall  then,  thence- 
forward, and  forever  be  free. 

Letter  to  James  Dixon 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  July  24,  1862. 
My  dear  Sir:  The  bearer  of  this,  Mr.  Bron- 
son  Murray,  now  resident  in  the  fourth  district 
of  Connecticut,  wishes  to  be  collector  for  that 
district.  He  is  my  acquaintance  and  friend  of 
some  years'   standing,  whom  I  would  like  to 
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oblige,  but  I  should  not  like  to  appoint  him 
against  the  wish  of  yourself  and  other  Union 
friends  there. 

Please  give  the  case  such  attention  as  you  reas- 
onably can,  and  write  me.     Yours  truly, 

A.  Lincoln. 

Proclamation,  July  25,  1862 

By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of 

America: 

A  Proclamation. 

In  pursuance  of  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  of 
Congress  entitled  "An  act  to  suppress  insurrec- 
tion and  to  punish  treason  and  rebellion,  to  seize 
and  confiscate  the  property  of  rebels,  and  for 
other  purposes,1'  approved  July  17,  1862,  and 
which  act,  and  the  joint  resolution  explanatory 
thereof,  are  herewith  published,  I,  Abraham 
Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States,  do 
hereby  proclaim  to  and  warn  all  persons  within 
the  contemplation  of  said  sixth  section  to  cease 
participating  in,  aiding,  countenancing,  or  abet- 
ting the  existing  rebellion,  or  any  rebellion, 
against  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  return  to  their  proper  allegiance  to  the 
United  States,  on  pain  of  the  forfeitures  and 
seizures  as  within  and  by  said  sixth  section  pro- 
vided. 
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In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my 
hand  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States  to 
be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this 

twenty-fifth  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of 

our  Lord  one  thousand  eight   hundred 

[L.  S.]   and  sixty-two,  and  of  the  independence 

of  the  United  States  the  eighty-seventh. 

Abraham  Lincoln. 
By  the  President: 
William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Letter  to  Reverdy  Johnson 

(Private.) 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  July  26,  1862. 
My  dear  Sir:  Yours  of  the  16th,  by  the  hand 
of  Governor  Shepley,  is  received.  It  seems  the 
Union  feeling  in  Louisiana  is  being  crushed  out 
by  the  course  of  General  Phelps.  Please  par- 
don me  for  believing  that  is  a  false  pretense. 
The  people  of  Louisiana — all  intelligent  people 
everywhere — know  full  well  that  I  never  had 
a  wish  to  touch  the  foundations  of  their  society, 
or  any  right  of  theirs.  With  perfect  knowledge 
of  this  they  forced  a  necessity  upon  me  to  send 
armies  among  them,  and  it  is  their  own  fault, 
not  mine,  that  they  are  annoyed  by  the  presence 
of  General  Phelps.  They  also  know  the  rem- 
edy— know  how  to  be  cured  of  General  Phelps. 
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Remove  the  necessity  of  his  presence.  And 
might  it  not  be  well  for  them  to  consider 
whether  they  have  not  already  had  time  enough 
to  do  this?  If  they  can  conceive  of  anything 
worse  than  General  Phelps  within  my  power, 
would  they  not  better  be  looking  out  for  it? 
They  very  well  know  the  way  to  avert  all  this  is 
simply  to  take  their  place  in  the  Union  upon  ihe 
old  terms.  If  they  will  not  do  this,  should  they 
not  receive  harder  blows  rather  than  lighter 
ones?  You  are  ready  to  say  I  apply  to  friends 
what  is  due  only  to  enemies.  I  distrust  the  wis- 
dom if  not  the  sincerity  of  friends  who  would 
hold  my  hands  while  my  enemies  stab  me.  This 
appeal  of  professed  friends  has  paralyzed  me 
more  in  this  struggle  than  any  other  one  thing. 
You  remember  telling  me,  the  day  after  the 
Baltimore  mob  in  April,  1861,  that  it  would 
crush  all  Union  feeling  in  Maryland  for  me  to 
attempt  bringing  troops  over  Maryland  soil  to 
Washington.  I  brought  the  troops  notwith- 
standing, and  yet  there  was  Union  feeling 
enough  left  to  elect  a  legislature  the  next 
autumn,  which  in  turn  elected  a  very  excellent 
Union  United  States  senator!  I  am  a  patient 
man — always  willing  to  forgive  on  the  Christian 
terms  of  repentance,  and  also  to  give  ample  time 
for  repentance.  Still,  I  must  save  this  govern- 
ment, if  possible.     What  I  cannot  do,  of  course 
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I  will  not  do;  but  it  may  as  well  be  understood, 
once  for  all,  that  I  shall  not  surrender  this  game 
leaving  any  available  card  unplayed. 

Yours  truly,      A.  LINCOLN. 


Letter  to  Cuthbert  Bullitt  1 

(Private.) 
Washington,  D.  C,  July  28,  1862. 
Sir:  The  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  your- 
self by  Mr.  Thomas  J.  Durant  has  been  shown 
to  me.  The  writer  appears  to  be  an  able,  a 
dispassionate,  and  an  entirely  sincere  man. 
The  first  part  of  the  letter  is  devoted  to  an  ef- 
fort to  show  that  the  secession  ordinance  of 
Louisiana  was  adopted  against  the  will  of  a 
majority  of  the  people.  This  is  probably  true, 
and  in  that  fact  may  be  found  some  instruction. 
Why  did  they  allow  the  ordinance  to  go  into 
effect?  Why  did  they  not  assert  themselves? 
Why  stand  passive  and  allow  themselves  to  be 
trodden  down  by  a  minority?  Why  did  they 
not  hold  popular  meetings  and  have  a  conven- 
tion of  their  own  to  express  and  enforce  the  true 

'Three  months  before  this  letter  was  written  Farragut  and 
Butler  had  together  taken  New  Orleans  —  a  victory  which  opened 
the  Mississippi  River.  Lincoln  in  vain  then  urged  the  military 
governors  of  Louisiana,  Tennessee  and  Arkansas  to  help  their 
people  to  elect  delegates  to  the  national  Congress,  thereby  ceas- 
ing as  rebels  and  escaping  the  penalty  declared  in  the  preliminary 
Emancipation  Proclamation. 
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sentiment  of  the  State?  If  preorganization  was 
against  them  then,  why  not  do  this  now  that  the 
United  States  army  is  present  to  protect  them? 
The  paralysis — the  dead  palsy — of  the  govern- 
ment in  this  whole  struggle  is,  that  this  class  of 
men  will  do  nothing  for  the  government,  nothing 
for  themselves,  except  demanding  that  the  gov- 
ernment shall  not  strike  its  open  enemies  lest 
they  be  struck  by  accident! 

Mr.  Durant  complains  that  in  various  ways 
the  relation  of  master  and  slave  is  disturbed  by 
the  presence  of  our  army,  and  he  considers  it 
particularly  vexatious  that  this,  in  part,  is  done 
under  cover  of  an  act  of  Congress,  while  con- 
stitutional guaranties  are  suspended  on  the  plea 
of  military  necessity.  The  truth  is,  that  what 
is  done  and  omitted  about  slaves  is  done  and 
omitted  on  the  same  military  necessity.  It  is 
a  military  necessity  to  have  men  and  money; 
and  we  can  get  neither  in  sufficient  numbers  or 
amounts  if  we  keep  from  or  drive  from  our  lines 
slaves  coming  to  them.  Mr.  Durant  cannot  be 
ignorant  of  the  pressure  in  this  direction,  nor  of 
my  efforts  to  hold  it  within  bounds  till  he  and 
such  as  he  shall  have  time  to  help  themselves. 

I  am  not  posted  to  speak  understanding^  on 
all  the  police  regulations  of  which  Mr.  Dur- 
ant complains.  If  experience  shows  any  one  of 
them  to  be  wrong,  let  them  be  set  right.     I  think 
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I  can  perceive  in  the  freedom  of  trade  which 
Mr.  Durant  urges  that  he  would  relieve  both 
friends  and  enemies  from  the  pressure  of  the 
blockade.  By  this  he  would  serve  the  enemy 
more  effectively  than  the  enemy  is  able  to  serve 
himself.  I  do  not  say  or  believe  that  to  serve 
the  enemy  is  the  purpose  of  Mr.  Durant,  or  that 
he  is  conscious  of  any  purpose  other  than  na- 
tional and  patriotic  ones.  Still,  if  there  were 
a  class  of  men  who,  having  no  choice  of  sides 
in  the  contest,  were  anxious  only  to  have  quiet 
and  comfort  for  themselves  while  it  rages,  and 
to  fall  in  with  the  victorious  side  at  the  end  of  it 
without  loss  to  themselves,  their  advice  as  to  the 
mode  of  conducting  the  contest  would  be  pre- 
cisely such  as  his  is.  He  speaks  of  no  duty — 
apparently  thinks  of  none — resting  upon  Union 
men.  He  even  thinks  it  injurious  to  the  Union 
cause  that  they  should  be  restrained  in  trade  and 
passage  without  taking  sides.  They  are  to 
touch  neither  a  sail  nor  a  pump,  but  to  be 
merely  passengers — deadheads  at  that — to  be 
carried  snug  and  dry  throughout  the  storm,  and 
safely  landed  right  side  up.  Nay,  more:  even 
a  mutineer  is  to  go  untouched,  lest  these  sacred 
passengers  receive  an  accidental  wound.  Of 
course  the  rebellion  will  never  be  suppressed  in 
Louisiana  if  the  professed  Union  men  there  will 
neither  help  to  do  it  nor  permit  the  government 
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to  do  it  without  their  help.  Now,  I  think  the 
true  remedy  is  very  different  from  what  is  sug- 
gested by  Mr.  Durant.  It  does  not  lie  in  round- 
ing the  rough  angles  of  the  war,  but  in  remov- 
ing the  necessity  for  the  war.  The  people  of 
Louisiana  who  wish  protection  to  person  and 
property  have  but  to  reach  forth  their  hands 
and  take  it.  Let  them  in  good  faith  re-inaug- 
urate the  national  authority,  and  set  up  a  State 
government  conforming  thereto  under  the  Con- 
stitution. They  know  how  to  do  it,  and  can 
have  the  protection  of  the  army  while  doing  it. 
The  army  will  be  withdrawn  so  soon  as  such 
State  government  can  dispense  with  its  pres- 
ence; and  the  people  of  the  State  can  then,  upon 
the  old  constitutional  terms,  govern  themselves 
to  their  own  liking.  This  is  very  simple  and 
easy. 

If  they  will  not  do  this — if  they  prefer  to 
hazard  all  for  the  sake  of  destroying  the  gov- 
ernment, it  is  for  them  to  consider  whether  it 
is  probable  I  will  surrender  the  government  to 
save  them  from  losing  all.  If  they  decline  what 
I  suggest,  you  scarcely  need  to  ask  what  I  will 
do.  What  would  you  do  in  my  position? 
Would  you  drop  the  war  where  it  is?  Or 
would  you  prosecute  it  in  future  with  elder- 
stalk  squirts  charged  with  rose-water?  Would 
you  deal  lighter  blows  rather  than  heavier  ones? 
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Would  you  give  up  the  contest,  leaving  any  avail- 
able means  unapplied?  I  am  in  no  boastful 
mood.  I  shall  not  do  more  than  I  can,  and  I  shall 
do  all  I  can,  to  save  the  government,  which  is  my 
sworn  duty  as  well  as  my  personal  inclination. 
I  shall  do  nothing  in  malice.  What  I  deal  with 
is  too  vast  for  malicious  dealing. 

Yours  truly,  A.  LINCOLN. 

*Despatch  to  Governors  of  Union  States. 

War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 

July  28,  1862. 
Governors  of  all  Loyal  States:     It  would  be 

of  great  service  here  for  us  to  know,  as  fully  as 

you  can  tell,  what  progress  is  made  and  making 

in  recruiting  for  old  regiments  in  your  State. 

Also  about  what  day  the  first  regiment  can  move 

with  you,  what  the  second,  what  the  third,  and  so 

on?     This   information    is   important  to  us   in 

making  calculations.     Please  give  it  as  promptly 

and  accurately  as  you  can.  A.  LINCOLN. 

Letter  to  Secretary  Stanton 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  July  30,  1862. 
Sir:  These  gentlemen  desire  some  order  to 
facilitate  recruiting  in  the  city  of  New  York. 
I  think  you  may  safely  give  them  such  as  they 
desire,  making  it  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
governor  of  the  State. 

Yours  truly,        A.  LINCOLN. 


1862]  Letter  to   Belmont  299 

Letter  to  August  Belmont 

July  31,  1862. 

Dear  Sir:     You  send  to  Mr.  W an  ex- 

tract  from  a  letter  written  at  New  Orleans  the 
9th  instant,  which  is  shown  to  me.  You  do  not 
give  the  writer's  name;  but  plainly  he  is  a  man 
of  ability,  and  probably  of  some  note.  He  says : 
"The  time  has  arrived  when  Mr.  Lincoln  must 
take  a  decisive  course.  Trying  to  please  every- 
body, he  will  satisfy  nobody.  A  vacillating  pol- 
icy in  matters  of  importance  is  the  very  worst. 
Now  is  the  time,  if  ever,  for  honest  men  who 
love  their  country  to  rally  to  its  support.  Why 
will  not  the  North  say  officially  that  it  wishes 
for  the  restoration  of  the  Union  as  it  was?" 

And  so,  it  seems,  this  is  the  point  on  which 
the  writer  thinks  I  have  no  policy.  Why  will 
he  not  read  and  understand  what  I  have  said? 

The  substance  of  the  very  declaration  he  de- 
sires is  in  the  inaugural,  in  each  of  the  two  reg- 
ular messages  to  Congress,  and  in  many,  if  not 
all,  the  minor  documents  issued  by  the  Execu- 
tive since  the  inauguration. 

Broken  eggs  cannot  be  mended;  but  Louisi- 
ana has  nothing  to  do  now  but  to  take  her  place 
in  the  Union  as  it  was,  barring  the  already 
broken  eggs.  The  sooner  she  does  so,  the  small- 
er will  be  the  amount  of  that  which  will  be  past 
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mending.  This  government  cannot  much 
longer  play  a  game  in  which  it  stakes  all,  and  its 
enemies  stake  nothing.  Those  enemies  must 
understand  that  they  cannot  experiment  for  ten 
years  trying  to  destroy  the  government,  and  if 
they  fail  still  come  back  into  the  Union  unhurt. 
If  they  expect  in  any  contingency  to  ever  have 
the  Union  as  it  was,  I  join  with  the  writer  in 
saying,  "Now  is  the  time." 

How  much  better  it  would  have  been  for  the 
writer  to  have  gone  at  this,  under  the  protec- 
tion of  the  army  at  New  Orleans,  than  to  have 
sat  down  in  a  closet  writing  complaining  let- 
ters northward!     Yours  truly,      A.  LINCOLN. 

Letter  to  Joseph  A.  Wright 

Executive  Mansion, 

Washington,  July  31,   1862. 

My  dear  Sir:  Our  mutual  friend  R.  W. 
Thompson  and  John  P.  Usher  assure  me  that 
they  believe  you,  more  certainly  than  any  other 
man,  can  carrv  the  Terre  Haute  district  for  the 
Union  cause.  Please  try.  The  effort  shall  not 
go  unappreciated  so  far  as  I  am  concerned. 

Yours  truly,       A.  Lincoln. 
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Letter  to  Count  A.  de  Gasparin 

Executive  Mansion, 

Washington,  August  4,  1862. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  very  acceptable  letter,  dated 
Orbe,  Canton  de  Vaud,  Switzerland,  18th  of 
July,  1862,  is  received.  The  moral  effect  was 
the  worst  of  the  affair  before  Richmond,  and 
that  has  run  its  course  downward.  We  are  now 
at  a  stand,  and  shall  soon  be  rising  again,  as 
we  hope.  I  believe  it  is  true  that,  in  men  and 
material,  the  enemy  suffered  more  than  we 
in  that  series  of  conflicts,  while  it  is  certain  he 
is  less  able  to  bear  it. 

With  us  every  soldier  is  a  man  of  character, 
and  must  be  treated  with  more  consideration 
than  is  customary  in  Europe.  Hence  our  great 
army,  for  slighter  causes  than  could  have  pre- 
vailed there,  has  dwindled  rapidly,  bringing  the 
necessity  for  a  new  call  earlier  than  was  antici- 
pated.  We  shall  easily  obtain  the  new  levy, 
however.  Be  not  alarmed  if  you  shall  learn 
that  we  shall  have  resorted  to  a  draft  for  part 
of  this.  It  seems  strange  even  to  me,  but  it  is 
true,  that  the  government  is  now  pressed  to  this 
course  by  a  popular  demand.  Thousands  who 
wish  not  to  personally  enter  the  service,  are  nev- 
ertheless anxious  to  pay  and  send  substitutes, 
provided  they  can  have  assurance  that  unwilling 
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persons,  similarly  situated,  will  be  compelled  to 
do  likewise.  Besides  this,  volunteers  mostly 
choose  to  enter  newly  forming  regiments,  while 
drafted  men  can  be  sent  to  fill  up  the  old  ones, 
wherein  man  for  man  they  are  quite  doubly  as 
valuable. 

You  ask,  "Why  is  it  that  the  North  with  her 
great  armies  so  often  is  found  with  inferiority 
of  numbers  face  to  face  with  the  armies  of  the 
South?"  While  I  painfully  know  the  fact,  a 
military  man — which  I  am  not — would  better 
answer  the  question.  The  fact,  I  know,  has  not 
been  overlooked;  and  I  suppose  the  cause  of 
its  continuance  lies  mainly  in  the  other  facts 
that  the  enemy  holds  the  interior  and  we  the 
exterior  lines;  and  that  we  operate  where  the 
people  convey  information  to  the  enemy,  while 
he  operates  where  they  convey  none  to  us. 

I  have  received  the  volume  and  letter  which 
you  did  me  the  honor  of  addressing  to  me,  and 
for  which  please  accept  my  sincere  thanks. 
You  are  much  admired  in  America  for  the  abil- 
ity of  your  writings,  and  much  loved  for  your 
generosity  to  us  and  your  devotion  to  liberal 
principles  generally. 

You  are  quite  right  as  to  the  importance  to 
us,  for  its  bearing  upon  Europe,  that  we  should 
achieve  military  successes,  and  the  same  is  true 
for  us  at  home  as  well  as  abroad.     Yet  it  seems 
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unreasonable  that  a  series  of  successes,  extending 
through  half  a  year,  and  clearing  more  than 
100,000  square  miles  of  country,  should  help  us 
so  little,  while  a  single  half  defeat  shojjld  hurt 
us  so  much.     But  let  us  be  patient. 

I  am  very  happy  to  know  that  my  course  has 
not  conflicted  with  your  judgment  of  propriety 
and  policy.  I  can  only  say  that  I  have  acted 
upon  my  best  convictions,  without  selfishness  or 
malice,  and  that  by  the  help  of  God  I  shall  con- 
tinue to  do  so. 

Please  be  assured  of  my  highest  respect  and 
esteem,  A.  LINCOLN. 
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Address  at  a  Union  Meeting  in  Washing- 
ton, August  6,  1862 

FELLOW-CITIZENS:  I  believe  there 
is  no  precedent  for  my  appearing  be- 
fore you  on  this  occasion,  but  it  is  also 
true  that  there  is  no  precedent  for  your  being 
here  yourselves;  and  I  offer,  in  justification  of 
myself  and  of  you,  that  upon  examination  I  have 
found  nothing  in  the  Constitution  against  it. 
I,  however,  have  an  impression  that  there  are 
younger  gentlemen  who  will  entertain  you  bet- 
ter, and  better  address  your  understanding,  than 
I  will  or  could;  and  therefore  I  propose  to  de- 
tain you  but  a  moment  longer. 

I  am  very  little  inclined  on  any  occasion  to 
say  anything  unless  I  hope  to  produce  some  good 
by  it.  The  only  thing  I  think  of  just  now  not 
likely  to  be  better  said  by  some  one  else,  is  a 
matter  in  which  we  have  heard  some  other  per- 
sons blamed  for  what  I  did  myself.  There  has 
been  a  very  wide-spread  attempt  to  have  a  quar- 
rel between  General  McClellan  and  the  Sec- 
retary of  War.  Now,  I  occupy  a  position  that 
enables  me  to  observe  that  these  two  gentlemen 
are  not  nearly  so  deep  in  the  quarrel  as  some 
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pretending  to  be  their  friends.  General  Mc- 
Clellan's  attitude  is  such  that,  in  the  very  sel- 
fishness of  his  nature,  he  cannot  but  wish  to  be 
successful,  and  I  hope  he  will;  and  the  Secretary 
of  War  is  in  precisely  the  same  situation.  If  the 
military  commanders  in  the  field  cannot  be  suc- 
cessful, not  only  the  Secretary  of  War,  but  my- 
self— for  the  time  being  the  master  of  them  both 
— cannot  but  be  failures.  I  know  General  Mc- 
Clellan  wishes  to  be  successful,  and  I  know  he 
does  not  wish  it  any  more  than  the  Secretary 
of  War  for  him,  and  both  of  them  together  no 
more  than  I  wish  it.  Sometimes  we  have  a  dis- 
pute about  how  many  men  General  McClellan 
has  had,  and  those  who  would  disparage  him 
say  that  he  has  had  a  very  large  number,  and 
those  who  would  disparage  the  Secretary  of 
War  insist  that  General  McClellan  has  had  a 
very  small  number.  The  basis  for  this  is,  there 
is  always  a  wide  difference,  and  on  this  occa- 
sion perhaps  a  wider  one  than  usual,  between 
the  grand  total  on  McClellan's  rolls  and  the 
men  actually  fit  for  duty;  and  those  who  would 
disparage  him  talk  of  the  grand  total  on  paper, 
and  those  who  would  disparage  the  Secretary  of 
War  talk  of  those  at  present  fit  for  duty.  Gen- 
eral McClellan  has  sometimes  asked  for  things 
that  the  Secretary  of  War  did  not  give  him. 
General  McClellan  is  not  to  blame  for  asking 
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for  what  he  wanted  and  needed,  and  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  is  not  to  blame  for  not  giving 
when  he  had  none  to  give.  And  I  say  here,  as 
far  as  I  know,  the  Secretary  of  War  has  with- 
held no  one  thing  at  any  time  in  my  powder  to 
give  him.  I  have  no  accusation  against  him.  I 
believe  he  is  a  brave  and  able  man,  and  I  stand 
here,  as  justice  requires  me  to  do,  to  take  upon 
myself  what  has  been  charged  on  the  Secretary 
of  War,  as  withholding  from  him. 

I  have  talked  longer  than  I  expected  to  do, 
and  now  I  avail  myself  of  my  privilege  of  say- 
ing no  more. 

Letter  to  Secretary  Chase 

Executive  Mansion,  August  7,  1862. 
My  dear  Sir:  I  have  signed  and  herewith 
[return]  the  papers  sent  yesterday  for  Vermont, 
New  Hampshire,  and  Michigan,  except  in  the 
three  cases  of  departure  from  the  congressional 
recommendations,  wThich,  with  the  brief,  I  hold 
to  examine  a  little. 

Yours  truly,  A.  LINCOLN. 

Letter  to  Secretary  Chase 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  August  8,  1862. 
Sir:     I  have  signed  the  paper  forming  the 
districts  for  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut,  and 
herewith  return  it.     Also  two  of  the  commis- 
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sions   for  Connecticut;  the  others  are  fiercely 
contested. 

Yours  truly,  A.  LINCOLN. 

Letter  to  John  M.  Clay 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington,  August  9,  1862. 

My  dear  Sir:  The  snuff-box  you  sent,  with 
the  accompanying  note,  was  received  yesterday. 
Thanks  for  this  memento  of  your  great 
and  patriotic  father.  Thanks  also  for  the  as- 
surance that,  in  these  days  of  dereliction,  you 
remain  true  to  his  principles.  In  the  concur- 
rent sentiment  of  your  venerable  mother,  so 
long  the  partner  of  his  bosom  and  his  honors, 
and  lingering  now  where  he  was  but  for  the  call 
to  rejoin  him  where  he  is,  I  recognize  his  voice, 
speaking,  as  it  ever  spoke,  for  the  Union,  the 
Constitution,  and  the  freedom  of  mankind. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
A.  Lincoln. 

Telegram  to  General  A.  E.  Burnside 

Washington,  August  11,  1862. 

Major-General  Burnside:  Has  King's  divi- 
sion, in  part  or  in  whole,  joined  Pope  yet? 

A.  Lincoln. 
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Telegram  to  General  S.  R.  Curtis 

Washington,  D.  C,  August  12,  1862. 
Major-General  Curtis,  St.  Louis,  Missouri: 

Would  the  completion  of  the  railroad  some 
distance  farther  in  the  direction  of  Springfield, 
Mo.,  be  of  any  military  advantage  to  you? 
Please  answer.  A.  LINCOLN. 

Letter  to  General  G.  B.  McClellan 

Executive   Mansion, 

Vashington,  August  12,  1862. 

My  dear  Sir:  It  seems  that  several  young 
lieutenants,  of  whom  Charles  L.  Noggle  and 
George  A.  Rowley  are  two,  have  been  cashiered 
by  court  martial  for  misconduct  at  the  battle  of 
June  27th.  The  records  in  the  cases  of  the  two 
named  are  now  before  me.  I  suppose  that  the 
law  and  the  nature  of  the  service  required  it; 
but  these  cases  seem  hard.  I  enclose  the  copy 
of  an  informal  letter  by  the  judge-advocate  in 
regard  to  them  generally.  I  shall  be  obliged  if 
you  and  the  regimental  officers  can,  consistently 
with  your  sense  of  duty  to  the  service,  act  upon 
the  suggestions  of  the  judge-advocate's  letter.  I 
am  very  unwilling  for  these  young  men  to  be 
ruined  for  so  slight  causes.     Yours  truly, 

A.  Lincoln. 
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Letter  to  Cassius  M.  Clay 

Executive  Mansion, 

Washington,  August  12,  1862. 

My  dear  Sir:  I  learn  that  you  would  not  dis- 
like returning  to  Russia  as  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary. You  were  not  recalled  for  any  fault  of 
yours,  but,  as  I  understood,  it  was  done  at  your 
own  request.  Of  course  there  is  no  personal  ob- 
jection to  your  reappointment.  Still,  General 
Cameron  cannot  be  recalled  except  at  his  re- 
quest. 

Some  conversation  passing  between  him  and 
myself  renders  it  due  that  he  should  not  resign 
without  full  notice  of  my  intention  to  appoint 
you.  If  he  resign  with  such  full  knowledge  and 
understanding,  I  shall  be  quite  willing,  and  even 
gratified,  to  again  send  you  to  Russia.  Your 
obedient  servant,  A.  LINCOLN, 

Letter  to  Secretary  Stanton 

Executive  Mansion. 

Washington,  August  12,  1862. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  War:  Mrs.  Baird  tells  me 
that  she  is  a  widow;  that  her  two  sons  and  only 
support  joined  the  army,  where  one  of  them  still 
is ;  that  her  other  son,  Isaac  P.  Baird,  is  a  private 
in  the  Seventy-second  Pennsylvania  Volunteers 
— Baxter's  Fire  Zouaves,  Company  K;  that  he 
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is  now  under  guard  with  his  regiment  on  a 
charge  of  desertion ;  that  he  was  under  arrest  for 
desertion,  so  that  he  could  not  take  the  benefit  of 
returning  under  the  proclamation  on  that  sub- 
ject. Please  have  it  ascertained  if  this  is  cor- 
rect, and  if  it  is,  let  him  be  discharged  from 
arrest  and  go  to  duty.  I  think,  too,  he  should 
have  his  pay  for  duty  actually  performed. 
Loss  of  pay  falls  so  hard  upon  poor  families. 
Yours  truly,  A.  LINCOLN. 

*Telegram  to  Governor  Curtin 

War  Department, 
Washington,  D.  C,  August  12,  1862. 
Governor  Curtin,  Harrisburg,  Penn.:     It  is 
very  important  for  some  regiments  to  arrive  here 
at  once.     What  lack  you  from  us?     What  can 
we  do  to  expedite  matters?     Answer. 

A.  Lincoln. 


*        ■ 

-     ! 


^! 


9\$     •>-> 


JUT'  \ 


ut, 


\  f  , 


